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Roane County and Covid-19 {Ron Woody, County Executive} 

It is now June 2020 and we are dealing with and focusing on Covid-19, a 
pandemic declared by the World Health Organization (WHO) on March 11, 
2020, and declared by WHO as a Public Health Emergency on January 30, 
2020. The virus started prior to January 1st. It has been five (5) months since 
news began to break on a strange pneumonia.  

We wait patiently, hoping one day soon it will all be over, just like a bad 
dream. But, we must prepare for the virus or other viruses being with us 
permanently. 

Activities related to Covid-19 started in Tennessee mid-March with the 
Governor declaring a State of Emergency with Executive Order 14, as of this 
writing (June 1st), we are at Order 38. Twenty-five Executive Orders dealing 
with Covid-19. A public crisis that our health and economy this modern day 
has never seen.  

A new norm is developing on how hospitals and medical professions 
operate, how businesses operate, and religious groups worship. There is 
also a new norm on social distancing and how possibly education will be 
delivered in the future.  

It seems a new norm is to have two (2) or four (4) meetings a week via 
teleconferencing and most all the meetings being on what we are doing to 
protect our citizens and employees from Covid-19. 

Our courthouse paused for several weeks with work by appointment only. 
Now that we are open, we frequently take employees’ and the public’s 
temperature before entering the courthouse. We have masks available for 
employees and encourage the public to use masks as well. Parks that we 
closed are now reopened with restrictions. During dealing with the virus, we 
also had to deal with a segment of the public damaging our splash pad. 
“When will the splash pad open?”, is a frequent question. Now our question 
is, “why was it damaged?”  

continued on page 2... 
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continued from page 1... 

Mass testing has taken place in Roane County and we are continuing to see positive cases. 

When will the virus end? Will there be a resurgent after Memorial Day (where most social distancing was not 
practiced) or even in the Fall when the weather cools and we gather back from the outdoors? Will the 
economy rebound or will it just morph into a different economy?  

We don’t’ have the answers to these questions, but neither do you. We just have more questions.  

What do we know? We know that we must work together to succeed. We must care for one another. We must 
respect each other. We must prepare for the acceptance of change.  

Many thanks go out to our healthcare providers as they have experienced many circumstances few of us have 
known. I remember the day while Tim Suter, OES/Ambulance Director, was in my office, and we received the 
first call to transport a known Covid-19 patient. Who can we assign to transport? How will we load, unload, 
and prepare the Ambulance and decon the Ambulance? We thank you healthcare providers! 

You can follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/roanegov/ where we update two (2) times a week.  

Vandalism at Roane 
County Park {Mike 
Beard, Parks & Recreation 
Director} 
Your park staff is 
confident that a request 
to our regular path 
walkers will increase the 
foot traffic through the 
closed splash pad area 
and reduce the 
likelihood of ne’er-do-
wells thinking they are 
invisible and can get 
away with naughtiness. 

The saying “an idle mind is the devil's 
playground”….. seems to be true for some 
of our citizens during this strange, idle 
period we are enduring – especially late last 
week.

Upcoming TVA Project- Kingston Dike 
TVA is installing a buttress along the downstream side of the dike at U.S. Highway 70. The work is expected to 
begin on June 2nd. The main purpose of this project is to prevent further sloughing that could compromise 
the stability of the Dike and U.S. Highway 70. TVA plans to work Monday-Thursday, 7 am- 5pm. This schedule 

may change based on weather conditions, but no work will occur on Sundays. 
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"Welcome  Aboard!" 
 {Amanda Daugherty, Roane County Emergency Services} 

We want to take this time to welcome another addition to our 
RCOES family. Join us in welcoming Jacob Shanahan. Jacob is a 
graduate of Midway High School and has been a volunteer with 
South Roane County Volunteer Fire Department for several years. 
Jacob has a passion and heart for the fire service and for his 
county. He too, is as he says, “excited to be following my dream 
job”. Jacob will be running out of our south station on HazMat 2. 
There is no doubt he will also be a great asset to our department 
and to the county. Welcome aboard Jacob! 

We also want to welcome a new member to the OES family. Phillip 
“Jose’” Fross comes to us after serving for 3 years as a volunteer 
firefighter with West Roane County Fire Department. He is a 
Rockwood High School graduate. He has a passion and a heart for 
the fire service and is, as he says “glad to be doing what I love”. He 
will be running off of HazMat 1. There is no doubt that he will be a 
great asset to not just our department, but to the county as well. 
We are blessed to have him on board and a part of the RCOES 
family. Welcome aboard Phillip!

Firehouse Subs Awards Grant to RCOES 
{Amanda Daugherty, Roane County Emergency Services} 

"Thank you" to Robbie Carroll (pictured second from 
left), Firehouse Subs and the Firehouse Subs Public 
Safety Foundation for awarding our county an industrial 
washer and dryer for turnout gear. 

   Thank to all who donate their extra change when they visit     
   Firehouse Subs. It is equipment like this that the extra change  
   goes to purchase. 

  This equipment is a huge asset to our department and    
  volunteer departments.

Jacob Shanahan

Phillip Fross
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Roane County Health Department {Laura Conner, Roane County Health Department Director} 

Greetings from your Roane County Health Department.  We continue to offer free COVID-19 testing daily at 
the health department.  If you are interested in being tested, please call us at 
865-354-1220.  We will collect 
some basic information to enter 
into our laboratory system to be 
prepared for when you arrive.  We 
offer the testing by a drive-
through method.  Our staff will 
come to your car.  In addition, we 
are distributing cloth masks free 
of charge while supplies last.  
Those are distributed using a 
drive through process as well.   

Although we may still be uncertain about what the future holds, it is not too 
early to be thinking about the next school year.  School registration will be happening soon and parents will 
need birth certificates and immunization records for that.  If you need copies, you can call the health 
department at 865-354-1220 and we will explain that process since we are still operating under alternative 
practices.  We are working with the school system to coordinate the possibility of a series of drive through 
immunization clinics and will have more details as they develop. 

2020 Census  
Response Rates 

Are you curious about how many 
people in your community are 

responding to the 2020 Census? 
You'll be able to stay up to date with 

a map of self-response rates from 
across the United States by visiting 

https://2020census.gov/en/
response-rates.html 

The numbers are updated daily 
around 3pm. Tennessee's response 
rate is currently at 60.5% and Roane 

county is currently at 60.0% 

Your response matters! Everyone 
counts! Respond today at 

my2020census.gov

"Paddle The RiverLine" 
Please come enjoy the beautiful TN River while social distancing at 
Roane County's Semi-Annual TN RiverLine "Paddle the RiverLine"  
Event on June 20th, 2020 (Rainout Date June 27th, 2020). This 
permitted event allows kayaking, paddle boarding, and canoeing 
enthusiasts to connect as a community in a safe and healthy way. 
Hope to see you there!  

**Due to the Covid Pandemic, we are not having a formal launch 
or takeout. You must bring your own kayak, canoe, paddle board, 
life preserver, and provide your own transportation.**

Registration/ Check In – 8 am 

Event Start Time – 8:30 am  to 9 am 

Location Start Point – 58 Landing   

End Point/ Leg 1 – Roane County Park 

End Point/ Leg 2- Grand Vista Bay Public Access Ramp 

https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
http://my2020census.gov


5

UPDATE: Roane Alliance Gala – "A Night 
in Roane" {Pam May, Roane Alliance} 
The Roane Alliance Board voted last week to 
postpone the Roane Alliance Gala – "A Night in 
Roane" indefinitely. Therefore, the event will not be 
held on Friday, June 5. We are looking at a date 
later in the summer, but we feel at this time, that 
there are still too many unknowns to set another 
date. As details are announced for Phase 2 of 
Governor Lee’s plan for Reopening Tennessee 
Responsibly, we plan to reassess the situation and 
make a decision in the weeks to come.  

While we know this is disappointing, we hope you 
understand this is a necessary step to keep 
everyone safe during these unprecedented times. 
Thank you to all of our sponsors for your continued 
support of the Roane Alliance!

Highway Department {Brian Matthews} 

First, we want to thank Linda Stooksbury for her 
years of hard work and dedication. We hope she 
enjoys her well earned retirement.  

Road Superintendent Ferguson will be hosting 
his 8th Annual Community Picnic at Roane 
County Park on July 1st. Things will kickoff at 
12pm and we will serve hamburgers and hot 
dogs with all the trimmings. We will also be 
serving watermelon. As always, it will be free and 
we will serve until we run out. Blue Hollow will be 
back again to provide the entertainment. We 
hope to see you at Roane County Park! 

 We also want to thank the residents of Bluff Road 
for their patience as we completed the project on 
their road. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to us at 865-882-9782.

Tennessee Scholar Graduates of 2020 {Kaley Hill, Roane Alliance} 
Congratulations to the 111 Tennessee Scholar Graduates from the five Roane County high schools. These 
students went above and beyond the requirements to graduate from high school by achieving more rigorous 
academic requirements, volunteering for community service, meeting discipline standards, and maintain 95% 
or higher school attendance. Each Tennessee Scholar receives a Tennessee Scholars certificate, and medallion 
(pictured) to wear during graduation ceremonies.  

Roane State Community College presented five $500 scholarships, one for each of the Roane County high 
schools, that are to be used by the recipient when enrolled for classes at RSCC this fall. The winners are: 
Kendra Qualls, Harriman HS; Sarah Collins, Midway HS; Landon White, Oliver Springs HS; Nathan Pearson, 
Roane County HS; and Eli Everhart, Rockwood HS. 

This year, five students were each awarded a $200 Tennessee 
Scholars Scholarship. All of the Tennessee Scholar Graduates 
had an equal chance in a random drawing for a scholarship. 
The scholarship recipients are: Alexia Bishop, Riley Brown, 
Faith Riggs, Lucas Robinson, and Zack Staggs. The 
scholarships may be used for continuing education and 
career/work expenses. The scholarships were made possible 
through a grant from the Roane County United Way. 

To view the full list of 2020 TN Scholar Graduates, 
Scholarship award selection video, program details, and 
more visit: https://www.educationmatters2roane.org/
programs/tn-promisetn-scholars/ 
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Ag-Extension 

During the COVID-19 extended closure, 
many of our students learned new skills 
and have shared those with us. We are 
blessed with creative, artistic, talented, 
and skillful students in Roane County and 
want to share their accomplishments with 
all of you. 

Cherokee Middle School 8th grader Trent 
Vermillion has been hard at work over the 
extended closure, applying real-world 
math skills when painting the barn roof 
and using skills learned through UT 
Extension Roane County’s 4-H program to 
blood sample goats. He’s also helped till 
the garden and many other farm chores. 
We are proud of your hard work, Trent!

Did You Know About the  . . . Roane County’s 
Murdered Millionaire? {Robert Bailey, Historian} 
Henry Harrison Kyle, the son of Ernest and Della (Dennis) Kyle, was 
born May 30, 1923 in Roane County, and was murdered July 22, 
1983 at his mansion in Bel-Air, Beverly Hills, California.  In 1985, his 
son, Ricky Kyle was charged and convicted of his murder.   

He had graduated from Roane County High School in 1941 and 
joined the Marines.  After the marines, he became a lawyer.  But he 
made his fortune in construction by building apartments, and 
shopping centers among others.  He had built several golf courses 
in connection with development of adjoining apartments and 
residents.  He was also involved in the building of the Gatlinburg Ski Resort.  In 1971, he operated or had principal 
in over 1,000 apartments in Texas and California.  He also was into producing T.V. and movies in Hollywood and 
became president of Four Star International, a television, and movie production company. 

His life and murder became the subject of a book called “Ulterior Motives: The Killing and Dark Legacy of Tycoon 
Henry Kyle.” 



County Government Meetings
DATE   MEETING   LOCATION  TIME 

June 1st  Cable TV   QCR   6:00 pm 
June 2nd  Road Committee  HWY   6:30 pm   
June 4th  ERB    QCR   6:00 pm 
June 4th  Solid Waste Committee Midtown  6:30 pm 
June 5th  Budget Committee     9:00 am 
June 8th  County Commission  HHS   7:00 pm 
June 9th  PUB    WWP   5:30 pm 
June 9th   Fire Board   OES   6:15 pm 
June 11th  Emergency Services  OES   6:15 pm 
June 15th  Building & Codes  QCR   6:30 pm 
June 15th  Sports & Rec Committee Shelter 4  6:15 pm 
June 16th   Risk Management   QCR   6:30 pm 
June 17th   BZA    QCR   6:30 pm 
June 17th  Planning Committee  QCR   7:30 pm 
              

Roane County Needs You 
3 Opportunities to Get Involved   in Roane County Government 

1. The Roane County Environmental Review Board (ERB) needs members: This board was created to 
review environmental issues such as hazardous waste, nuclear energy and/or anything pertaining to the 
environment. This board has the power to make recommendations to the County Executive and Commission. 
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 1st Thursday at 6 pm 

2. Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) needs an Alternate from the 3rd District: The purpose of the BZA is to 
rule on the application of existing zoning laws. It is difficult to create zoning regulations that universally apply 
to all parcels of land. The BZA allows property owners with unique conditions on their parcels a means to 
appeal for an exception. Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 pm 

3. Planning Commission needs a Kingston representative: The PC is a committee comprised of 
representatives from each Roane County's seven districts. Their purpose is to act as citizen planners, work to 
develop plans, and implement policies that affect the county's development.  
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 pm 

 For more information,  
contact the Roane County Executive's Office: 

info@roanecountytn.gov 
865-376-5578
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