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Life Goes On {Ron Woody, County Executive} 

Shortly, it will be Fall. It seems like not only life has paused, but also sped 
fast away. Some eight (8) months ago, we really didn’t know, nor were we 
concerned about the Covid virus, and local government operations were 
preparing and focusing our attention on operational and capital budgets, 
reviewing the current year performance, and preparing for the 2021 
Budget. 

Most all of our focuses changed with Covid and attention and financial 
resources shifted. Time became all about “what do we do, how do we do 
it, and when do we do it?”  

Operations, plans, and focuses have changed some for the good and jury 
is still out on others. 

The county being forced to build a jail due to the overcapacity of inmates 
appears to have been solved as the 300 plus inmate population is down 
under 150. The jail capacity is 176. We hope a solution of incarceration has 
been solved. The jury is still out. 

No one knows where our education will be led as school has started, but 
many students are signed up for virtual classroom, and the question is 
“what will happen if the Covid virus spreads into the school classroom?” 
What will the future of education look like, and will it enhance or hurt 
lifelong learning? The jury is still out. 

Highway Operation, mainly an outdoor industry, has experienced little 
change, and county and state roads continue to be mowed and various 
repavement projects have been completed or are underway or being 
scheduled.  The state has awarded a contract for resurfacing of South 
Highway 58 from the South of the river 72/58 junction into Kingston I-40, 
and North Highway 58 from Highway 70 on Gallaher to I-40. This work 
should be completed by the end of October 2020.  Be careful in these 
construction zones. 

continued on page 2... 
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Scarborough 
Trail 

Roane County Park has 
re-introduced a healthy 
activity  facility near our 
walking path. A 0.4 mile 
loop for beginner 
hikers that visit the new 
652 campsite.  

A local scout troop will 
be using the 
campground over the 
weekend and a group 
of bicyclists will also 
camp there on their 
way to GSMNP mid 
September. 

continued from page 1... 

The county recreation investment continues to be planned and implemented. A bridge going into the Caney 
Creek Recreation Area is under construction, a plan which has been on the book for three (3) decades, should 
be completed by November.  

Yes, government operations continued during Covid, while Ambulance service slowed down some due to the 
hospitals pausing and limiting service, but the Ambulance service was forced to prepare for hauling the next 
Covid patient. 

Solid Waste business boomed as citizens cleaned out houses, sheds, and barns while staying home and began 
receiving more packages at the front door. 

The 2021 Budget was adopted without a tax increase as the five (5) year reappraisal process was complete.  

Our Health Department took on more responsibility as daily testing and Covid patients were serviced. 
Hopefully policies, practices, and procedures were learned in the event of a future pandemic.  

We learned to communicate differently as Facebook became a platform for video press releases. We have 
released some 50 plus press releases since March. Hopefully something good came from a new means of 
communication.  

Stay safe, social distance, and wear your face covering when in public, hopefully someday we will be back to 
normal or maybe we will just accept a new normal. Life goes on. 
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Caney Creek Recreation Area Vehicle Bridge Progress  
{Mike Beard, Parks & Recreation Director} 

You may have noticed that construction has started on the 
replacement bridge at Caney Creek recreation area and wonder 
what is going to happen within the abandoned county property. 

This project is finally underway after first  being recognized as a 
need in the late 1990’s under the Yager administration.  

We are working under the conceptual plan for Caney Creek 
Recreation Area  described with the Roane County Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan (on pages 49, 114-115,  along with page 25 
in the Trails Master Plan and several mentions in the Health 
Assessment).  The Health Assessment indicated that the populous 
would benefit from the construction of facilities that offer a variety of 
exercise opportunities.  

Access to and construction of these facilities by stakeholders or the 
County will be possible once the bridge replacement is completed, 
which could be as early as the first week in December. 

When reliable access to the interior has been established (hopefully 
over the winter) we will begin to identify stakeholders such as, 
mountain biking clubs, equestrian interests, hiking, primitive and 
group camping interests.  

Early next year, your Sports and Recreation Committee will  tour the 
interior of the acreage, begin to introduce it to stakeholders, and 
establish  formal procedures to vet stakeholders, prioritize projects, 
establish a safety and security protocol, establish a geographic/GPS 
map of the area, and start managing the development of this asset.
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2020 Census  
Response Rates 

Are you curious about how 
many people in your 

community are responding to 
the 2020 Census? You'll be 

able to stay up to date with a 
map of self-response rates 

from across the United States 
by visiting https://

2020census.gov/en/response-
rates.html 

The numbers are updated 
daily around 3pm. 

Tennessee's response rate is 
currently at 64% and Roane 
county is currently at 63.7% 

Your response matters! 
Everyone counts! Respond 

today at my2020census.gov

Highway Department {Brian Matthews} 

We want to thank Focus Roane and the Rotary Club of Kingston for working with us to Keep Roane Litter Free. 
If you or your organization would like to help, then feel free to reach out to us.  

As we continue to enjoy this summer weather, we are also completing 
some State Street Aid work and other paving projects. As always, if I can be 
of an assistance to you please contact me at 865-882-9782. 

The 2020 Census in Roane County 
{Bonnie Angus, Administrative Assistant} 

The Roane County Census Committee received a Census Grant in June 
2020. The RCCC used this money toward advertisements with the 
Roane County News and BBB Communications. We also purchased 
2020 Census T-shirts from All Star Promotions to help the committee 
promote the Census here in Roane County.  

As of now, there are no events planned for Roane County and the 2020 
Census. Field Operators with the Census Bureau are currently reaching 
out door to door to residents who have not yet completed their Census 
form.  

On August 3, 2020, Steven Dillingham, U.S. Census Bureau Director, 
issued a statement about how they were delivering a complete and 
accurate Census count and how Covid-19 has affected their process. 
The statement can be found by clicking the link below. 

https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/press-releases/delivering-
complete-accurate-count.html

https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/press-releases/delivering-complete-accurate-count.html
https://2020census.gov/en/news-events/press-releases/delivering-complete-accurate-count.html
https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
https://2020census.gov/en/response-rates.html
http://my2020census.gov
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Did You Know About  .  .  . Harry T Burn? {Robert Bailey, Historian} 

Tennessee, since it’s beginning in 1796, had a poll tax for which all men between the ages of 21 and 50 had 
to pay.  It was used as a prerequisite for voting.   

When women were allowed to vote, they began paying the poll tax.  
Beginning in 1921, women showed up on the Roane County tax lists 
paying the poll tax.  It was in effect until 1943, when the Tennessee State 
Legislature repealed it both as a tax and a prerequisite for voting.   

Harry T. Burn, a member of the Tennessee State Legislature, voted for the 
19th Amendment which broke down the barrier oath for women to vote 
in 1920.    This article is from The Rockwood Times, Thursday, 26 Aug 
1920: 

“Harry T. Burn, McMinn county’s youthful representative in the Tennessee 
legislature, has sprung into a national figure overnight.  By reason of his 
casting the deciding vote which gave 27,000,000 American women the 
equal right of suffrage, his home has been on the tongues of the people 
throughout the union.  The intense advertising which the young man has 
received by reason of his action has a local color.  The young 
representative is a nephew of Mr. W.M. Ensminger, assistant cashier of The First National Bank, of Rockwood, 
the latters’ sister, being Mr. Burn’s mother.  Harry, as he is called in Rockwood, often visits here and is quite 
popular.” 

“Saturday, Mrs. Burn telephoned her brother to spend Sunday with them at the Burn home at Niota.  Mr. 
Ensminger drove through in his car and stated that he found the whole place alive with visitors from all 
portions of the country.  There were eight or ten newspaper men who went to write the complete history of 
the young representative, and so enthusiastic did some of the visitors become especially the ladies, that they 
carried away some of the baby clothes which Mrs. Burn had placed safely away with other treasures as dear in 
the heart of every mother.  Pieces were carried away as souvenirs.  Mrs. Burn has been kept busy answering 
telephone calls congratulating her upon her stand on the suffrage question, and the mail at the Burn home 
has assumed immense proportions.  These messages have come both from men and women throughout the 
nation.  When the question first came up in the house Mr. Burn voted against ratification.  He gave as his 
reason that he had talked with his constituents and that a majority of them seemed to be against suffrage.  He 
further stated that personally he favored it; and if there came a time when his vote would put ratification over 
he would so cast it.  In the meantime he received a letter from back home.  It was written by his mother.  And 
what boy would not pay strict attention to anything that his mother might write?  In this letter Mrs. Burn urged 
her son to help Mrs. Catt put the “rat” in ratification.  Harry acquainted with the desires of his mother and 
when the psychological moment arrived were words of the letter were uppermost in his mind and he voted 
aye.  That settled it and ratification by Tennessee as the 36th state went on record.  The antis have made all 
sorts of charges against Representative Burn, claiming that he had been bribed to change his vote, and that 
he suffered a great deal of intimidation.  However, he has weathered it all and is the same old Harry whom the 
people of McMinn county love and delight to honor.  The antis threaten prolonged litigation over the result 
and there is prospect that a long drawn out lawsuit may be the result of the legislature’s action in ratifying the 
19th amendment to the federal constitution.“
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Roane Alliance : "A 
Night In Roane"  

As previously announced, our 
primary annual fundraiser "A Night 
in Roane" has been rescheduled 
multiple times. BUT, we have 
officially set a new date for the 
event so,mark your calendars for 
April 10, 2021!  

More details are coming soon so, 
please continue to follow our 
Facebook page for all of the latest 
updates on this event and more! 
As always, thank you to all of our 
sponsors, supporters, and friends 
for your understanding and 
patience!

FREE SMOKE ALARMS 

“OUR GOAL IS TO SAVE LIVES ONE ALARM AT A TIME” 

ROANE COUNTY residents that meet the requirements are 
eligible to receive these alarms at NO COST, and have them 

installed by your local Fire Dept. 

*NEW RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION, COMMERICAL 
BUSINESSES, CHURCHES &  

APARTMENT COMPLEXES ARE NOT ELIGIBLE. RESIDENTIAL 
HOMES ONLY 

This program is in coordination with the Tenn Fire Marshal’s 
Office 

Your local Fire Department & Roane County EMA / OES 

For more information, contact your local fire department  

RCOES @ 717-4116 or FLSE Brad Goss @ 455-9295 

Under Tennessee law TCA # 68-102-151, the landlord must 
install and maintain smoke detectors in any residential unit 

offered for lease or rent.

"Don’t Share Your Air"  {Kaley Hill, Roane Alliance} 

Small businesses are teams, and to have a successful team you need good teammates:  the entrepreneur with a 
dream, willing to take a risk; committed employees who will go above and beyond; loyal customers – many who 
are or will become close friends; and community support - through the good times and bad.  After being closed 
for months or staying open just to keep their 
employees working during the quarantine, Roane 
County’s local businesses need teammates now more 
than ever, and if wearing a mask protects other 
teammates and keeps our businesses open, isn’t that 
the least we can do?  

The Roane County Chamber is supporting the state’s 
Face It. Masks Fight COVID-19 campaign, encouraging 
businesses and residents to practice safety protocols: 
wear masks in public, practice social distancing, and 
wash hands frequently to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.   

Did you know that each city saw a 10 to 13% increase in sales tax during the quarantine months (April through 
June), with the entire county increasing 8.5% over all?  Successful businesses bring new products and services, 
more taxes for schools and services, and more jobs.  So, shop local but "Don't Share Your Air"– and together we 
can team up against COVID-19 to keep our businesses and community safe, while still showing our love for our 
favorite local businesses.  



County Government Meetings
DATE   MEETING   LOCATION  TIME 

September 1st  COBTP    ZOOM   3:30 pm 
September 1st  Road Committee  HWY   6:30 pm 
September 3rd ERB    CR   6:00 pm 
September 3rd Solid Waste Committee Midtown  6:30 pm 
September 8th PUB    WWP   5:30 pm 
September 8th Fire Board   OES   6:15 pm 
September 10th Emergency Services  OES   6:15 pm 
September 14th County Commission  ZOOM   7:00 pm 
September 16th BZA    QCR   6:30 pm 
September 16th Planning Commission  QCR   7:30 pm 
September 21st Risk Management   QCR   6:30 pm 
September 24th Sports & Recreation  Cottage or Shelter 6:15 pm 

Tennessee Real ID Deadline Extension 

The County Clerk's Office is currently issuing TN Real ID's. The deadline was originally for October 1, 2020 
and has been extended to October 1, 2021 due to Covid-19. A Real ID will be required to board dometic 
(U.S.) flights, access some Federal facilities, and enter nuclear power facilities. In order to obtain a TN Real ID 
you must present the required documentation... 

Acceptable Documents for U.S. Citizenship or Legal 
Presence- MUST Present One (1): 

• Official Birth Certificate issued by a State Office 
• Valid, Unexpired U.S. Passport or Passport Card 
• Certificate of Citizenship 
• Any name changes must be verified by legal 

documentation. 

Acceptable Proof of Tennessee Residency-
MUST Present Two (2): 

• Home utility bill dated within the last four (4) 
months 

• Current TN vehicle registration or Certificate 
of Title 

• Current Voter Registration Card 
• Bank Statement (dated within last four (4) 

months 
• Current rental/mortgage contract or receipt 
• Current TN Driver's License or ID Only 

Credential
Acceptable Proof of FULL Social Security Number 
and Name-MUST Present One (1) 

• Social Security Card (metal cards not acceptable) 
• Payroll Check Stub 
• W-2 form for current tax year or dated within last 

twelve (12) months 
• 1099 form for current tax year or dated within last 

twelve (12) months

More information can be found at 
www.TNRealID.gov or contact the County 

Clerk's Office at 865-376-5556
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http://www.TNRealID.gov

