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Roane County Health Department  
{Laura Conner, Roane County Health Department Director} 

Season’s Greetings from your Roane County Health Department Staff.  As 
you are aware, COVID 
cases continue to surge 
across the state.  We 
strongly urge you to 
continue to follow the 
precautions and use the 
protective measures that 
you have heard about-
wear your face coverings, 
practice good hygiene, 
maintain social distancing 
and avoid gatherings, 
stay at home if you are ill, 
and avoiding contact with 
others who are sick.  We 
all long for the days that 
we can return to a more 
typical time, but we are just 
not there yet.  Healthcare 
resources are stretched very 
thin.  Please continue to 
take this seriously and use 
caution. 

On a positive note, we have 
received our first doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines and 
have been providing them 
based on the approved 
Tennessee COVID-19 
Vaccination Plan that 
provides a phased 
approach to provide 
vaccine to those deemed to 
be at most risk.     

continued on page 2...
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Toys for Tots  
{Amanda Daugherty} 
Roane County OES, along with Roane County 
EMS, was honored to participate in their first Toys 
for Tots event this year. On Saturday, November 
21st, we held the actual kick off for the event. OES 
staff, Brad Goss, Amanda Daugherty, Jacob 
Shanahan, and Philip Fross, along with two 
Marine Reserves, set up tables and drop off bins 
at the EMS station in Midtown for the event. The 
event ran until Saturday, December 5, 2020. The 
event was a HUGE success, especially for 
it being our first. With your help, we were 
able collect a little over 1,000 toys and 
several hundred dollars.   

On behalf of the Marine Reserves, we 
want to thank all the people as well as 
businesses who donated toys and/or 
money for this event. Without you, this 
could not have been successful. Because 
of you, many children were able to have 
something for Christmas who otherwise 
probably would not.  

A special thank you to Brenda Smith and Helen Shanahan at EMS for all of their assistance in this event and 
overseeing the donation bins. 


continued from page 1... 

That plan is a “living document” and subject to be changed. You can find details about the plan and other 
important vaccine information on the Tennessee Department of Health website https://www.tn.gov/health.  While 
we know that many are anxiously waiting for the opportunity to be vaccinated, this will be a rather lengthy process 
with many uncertain timelines.  There are many factors that will influence the progress made between levels.  For 
additional information, please feel free to contact the health department or you may call the Regional COVID 
Vaccine Information Line at 865-549-5343.



3

Roane County Animal Shelter 
 {Stacey Whittenberg, Roane County Animal Shelter Director} 
Beginning tomorrow, Tuesday, December 15, 2020, we will be doing owner surrenders, adoptions, and meet-
n-greets by appointment only. As this pandemic tightens its grip on us, we are taking every precautionary 
measure possible to ensure health safety for everyone. Our intake will be of greatest emergencies only. We 
sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. We are still here to help in any way possible, so 
please don’t hesitate to call us. We have a list of resources that can help with owner surrenders and other pet 
related issues that we aren’t able to accommodate at this time. We want to stay prepared being cautious and 
diligent with the services we provide our beloved county residents and pets.  

Again, we apologize for any inconvenience and will keep everyone updated throughout this trying time. We are 
forever grateful for your ongoing support.

Roane County Master Gardener 2021 Intern Training  
Interested in learning more about gardening, meeting others, and volunteering in our community? 

Join us this year virtually and in person (socially distant)! Classes will be held: 

February 2nd to April 29th, 2021 
Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
Thursdays from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 

Registration costs $125 and includes all educational materials, online platform, and Master Gardener Handbook  

2021 applications are available at the Extension office and online at tiny.utk.edu/MGRCInternTraining 

For questions or more information contact: Jessica Wilkinson Smith 
UT Extension Roane County 
Harriman, TN 37748 
JessicaWSmith@utk.edu

Bridge at Caney Creek  
{Mike Beard, Parks & Recreation Director} 

Work is almost completed on the new bridge for the 
Caney Creek Recreation Area. This will allow our P&R 
Department to begin demolition and remediation of 
several hazardous structures, and install an access 
control system. The plan is to have the area ready for 
initial hiking trail building activities to begin next 
Spring. 

http://tiny.utk.edu/MGRCInternTraining
mailto:JessicaWSmith@utk.edu
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County Government Meetings
DATE   MEETING   LOCATION   TIME 

January 7th  ERB    QCR    6:00 pm 
January 7th  Commission Work Session      
January 11th  County Commission  QCR    7:00 pm 
January 12th  PUB    WWP    5:30 pm 
January 12th  Fire Board   OES    6:15 pm 
January 14th  Emergency Service  OES    6:15 pm 
January 20th  BZA    QCR    6:30 pm 
January 20th  Planning Committee  QCR    7:30 pm 
January 25th  Codes     QCR    6:30 pm 
  

Did You Know About . . . The Murder of  Rassa Jett?  
{Robert Bailey, Historian} 
One of the most brutal murders in Roane County history 
was the killing of Rassa Jett at her home near Elverton on 
Christmas Eve in 1930. Her husband had gone earlier to a 
Christmas tree celebration nearby the Jonesville church 
and she was supposed to join him. When he returned he 
found her body. She had been struck with an axe three 
times on her head and her throat was cut. Abe Lawson, 
age 27, and Jim Dalton, age 18, were arrested and 
charged with murder. Both Lawson and Dalton accused 
the other of committing the crime. The motive was 
believed to have been revenge. They had been convicted 
of larceny at the April Term 1929 for the alleged theft of a 
gun from Mrs. Jett. At the trial, both Lawson and Dalton 
were convicted with Lawson being sentenced to death in 
the electric chair while Dalton was given 20 years. Upon 
appeal to the Tennessee Supreme Court the sentences 
were overturned and ordered to be retried. At the second 
trial both men were found not guilty. 

[The photo is of Sheriff W.W. Roberts on the right. The 
other two men are Abe Lawson and Jim Dalton who were 
charged with the crime.] 


