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The Courthouse will be 
CLOSED Monday, 

February 15th in observance 
of President’s Day.

Tennessee RiverLine Partnership 
{Bonnie Angus, County Executive Office}

In April 2019, Roane County became one of the first of seven (7) 
communities to partner with the Tennessee Riverline 652 , and we 
are excited to announce that TVA has joined us! 

On the morning of January 26, 2021, the Tennessee RiverLine 
shared a historic announcement for the next steps of development 
for the Tennessee RiverLine. The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
now joins the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, (UT)  as a Principal 
Partner in the Tennessee RiverLine. TVA's commitment of a $1.2 
million investment will help accelerate the progress for the 
Tennessee RiverLine and their shared regional vision. 

Message from the Director of Accounts and 
Budgets {Connie Cook}

February is the month that we begin our budget process.  Our 
office has begun the process for Capital expenditures, and by the 
first week in February we would like to have the budget worksheets 
for the Fiscal Year Ending 2022 in the department’s mail boxes. 

This year the committee will be facing some tough decisions.  
Those decisions will of course affect the employees and our tax 
payers.  As always, your budget committee members are very 
cautious on how they spend your tax dollars.  We will do our best to 
keep everyone informed on the progress of the budget on our 
website. 

To all of you, may February be filled with love for you and your 
family. 
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Roane Alliance Recognizes Outstanding Businesses and Leaders {Kaley Hill}

The Roane Alliance recently recognized outstanding businesses and individuals by creating custom videos to 
announce the winners of the 2020 Business Awards. The videos highlighted each of the winners and provided 
details on why they were chosen. The Roane Chamber presents these Business Awards annually at a spring 
event, which was cancelled in 2020 because of the pandemic. With help of Roane State’s Matt Waters, the Roane 
Alliance was able to surprise the winners with their award presentation and then used the footage to create 
special videos for each winner. 

The Roane Chamber recognized these outstanding 2020 Business Award winners: 

Marilyn Calfee, Paul Cowell Distinguished Service 
ORUD, Business of the Year 
Volkswagen, Industry of the Year 
Toni Haba, Woman of the Year 
Ben Briley, Paul E. Goldberg Young Professional 
Nikki Adkisson, Ambassador of the Year 

To view the videos search @RoaneChamber on Facebook or visit our website www.roanechamber.com/banquet-
awards.  Don’t miss another video, Like and Subscribe to our YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/c/
RoaneAllianceTN.

Changes in the Purchasing Department 
{Lynn Farnham, Roane County Purchasing Agent}

The Purchasing Department welcomes Gina Lehman to their staff! Gina comes to the Purchasing Department 
from the Roane County Recovery Court and replaces recently retired Jeanie Brown. Gina lives in the Eagle 
Furnace area of Rockwood with her husband Chris and their son Jake. Gina is a Buyer in the department and is 
learning the ropes quickly! 

Carol Maines has been named the Assistant Purchasing Agent. Carol has completed the COCTP, obtained her 
Associates Degree and has completed several classes through the National Institute of Governmental 
Purchasing in order to prepare for the Certified Professional Public Buyer exam. 

Roane County Animal Shelter
The Roane County Animal Shelter is collecting recipes through June 30, 2021 for their recipe book fundraiser for 
shelter pets. If you have a photo of your finished dish, send it along with the recipe!  

Please send recipes to the Ronae County Animal Shelter at 296 Manufacturers Rd, Rockwood, TN 37854 or email 
the shelter using  RECIPE in the subject line at animalshelterstaff@roanecountytn.gov 

http://www.youtube.com/c/RoaneAllianceTN
http://www.youtube.com/c/RoaneAllianceTN
mailto:animalshelterstaff@roanecountytn.gov
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Highway Department
It is beginning to look a lot like winter 
in Roane County. We have been 
spared severe weather so far, but we 
are prepared for whatever winter 
might bring Roane County. We have 
been on our winter snow plan and 
routes a few this season and will do so 
as many times as it is needed.  

If you have any questions or if we can 
help you, please give us a call at 
865-882-9782.

Ag-Extension {Jessica Wilkinson Smith, Extension Agent and County Director}

Roane County Extension strives to keep the community informed through our website and social media! Keep a 
check on our new website at Roane.Tennessee.edu and our Facebook page UT Extension Roane County. 
Monday we highlight Agriculture programming, Tuesday is TNCEP Tuesday, Wednesday is Wellness Wednesday 
,and we round out the week with 4-H Fun Friday.   

As always, our doors are open to help the community! We strive to provide research based information to the 
community on agriculture and natural resources, family consumer science, 4-H youth development, and 
community economic development. We provide Real. Life. Solutions. To real people and families in Roane 
County. 


The Ag Extension host Live Sessions the fourth Monday of each month at 6:00 pm. Each month will focus on a 
timely agriculture or home horticulture topic. Be sure to join Facebook Live and YouTube Live at 6pm for our 
interactive sessions.  

Below is a schedule of the Agriculture Monday Live Sessions: 

• January 25- Soil and Forage Analysis 
• February 22- Five Things to Know for Efficient Forage Production 
• March 22- The When, What, and Why for Vegetable Gardening  
• April 26- Pasture Weed Control 
• May 24- Organic Vegetable Gardening 
• June 28- Farm Fresh Product Sales 
• July 26- My Tomato Has Spots 
• August 23- From Hay Samples to Feed Bunks 
• September 27- Tennessee Agriculture Enhancement Program Overview 
• October 25- All About My Steak 
• November 22- Year Round Gardening and Season Extension 
• December 27- Garden of Eat'in'- Fruit Production  
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Public Infrastructure Improvements for Roane County
Annually local governments of cities, counties, utility districts, along with State government reported their 
respective infrastructure needs that have been identified and are in the stage of conceptual planning, funded, 
and/or construction. A consolidated report is prepared and presented to the state legislation and back to the 
reporting parties.  

Here is a brief summary of Roane County, which includes state infrastructure needs: (2020 Data) 

• Transportation- $201.4 million 
• New Public Schools and Additions- $70.5 million 
• Law Enforcement- $30.0 million 
•
The total estimated cost is $7,572 per capita compared with $8,578 statewide per capita.  

“Saving Lives, One Alarm at A Time”

FREE smoke alarms are still available through your local fire 
departments. 

Working smoke alarms need to be part of every Tennessean’s 
home. 

“The National Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) statistics indicate 
that in half of reported home fires in which smoke alarms were present 
but did not operate, batteries were missing or disconnected. Nuisance 
alarms were the leading reason for disconnected alarms.” 

• Make sure your smoke alarms are working by testing them monthly.  
• Replace all smoke alarms, including battery operated and hard-

wired alarms every ten years or sooner if they do not respond 
properly when tested. 

• Install smoke alarms on each level of your home, outside each 
sleeping area and inside each bedroom. 

• Create and practice an escape plan so that everyone in your home 
knows what to do when the alarm sounds. Make sure that plan 
includes a second way out from every room in your home. 

Contact our office or your local fire department if you or someone 
you know needs alarms.  

Bed Shaker alarms for the hearing impaired are also available.



County Government Meetings
DATE   MEETING   LOCATION   TIME 

February 4th  ERB    QCR    6:00 pm 
February 8th  County Commission  ZOOM    7:00 pm 
February 9th  PUB    PUB    5:30 pm 
February 9th  Fire Board   ZOOM    6:30 pm 
February 16th  Ag Extension   Ag-Extension   6:00 pm 
February 17th  BZA    QCR    6:30 pm 
February 17th  Planning Committee  QCR    7:30 pm 

Did you know about  .  . . Roane County Divorces? {Robert Bailey, Historian}

One thing that has never changed throughout history is human nature.  It's just that we have T.V., newspapers, 
internet, etc. which exposes it more.  There are divorces for Roane County dating back to 1807.  It is not as 
common as today but this is probably due to women not being able to make a living by themselves.  The only 
major occupations for women besides being a wife were being a laundress, housekeeper or a lady of the night. 

The following divorce petition is from 29 Oct 1866.  Interesting enough it was dismissed in 1870. 

"Your Petitioner, Edmund Phillips a citizen of the county of Roane in the state of Tennessee, States that in 
summer of 1860 in said county of Roane he was lawfully married to Mary Right then & now a citizen of said 
County of Roane.  He lived with the said Mary until some time in the Summer of 1861 made her during said 
time a kind dutiful faithful & affectionate husband, at which time (the summer of 1861) he was forced to leave 
his home & cross the mountains into the State of Kentucky to avoid arrest & conscription into the rebel army, 
soon after arriving in the State of Kentucky, your petitioner volunteered in the service of the United States, as a 
private in Company "E" 1st Reg. Tenn. Vols. Your Petitioner never returned to said wife until about the 1st of 
September 1863, when the Federal Army took possession of East Tennessee.  Upon arriving at home your 
Petitioner to his great mortification learned that his said wife some thirteen or fourteen months after he had left 
the county as aforesaid had been delivered of a child of which he was mostly certainly not the father and which 
was & is now said to be the child of one Jacob Fritz. Upon learning this fact your petitioner refused to cohabit 
or live with his said wife.  He charges that his said wife has been guilty of lewdness and adultery with Jacob Fritz 
& others.  He states further that he has at all times conducted himself as a chaste and virtuous man.  Petitioner 
has been a citizen of said county of Roane in said state for sixteen years and his said wife is a native of said 
county having always resided here. In consideration of the premises he asks that the said Mary Phillips who 
resided in said county of Roane be made a party defendant to this Petition by issuance and service of all proper 
process, and that she be required to answer all the allegations of the same upon oath.  And upon the hearing 
he asks for a divorce a vinculo matrimonii and that he be restored to all the rights & immunities of a single & 
unmarried man & for general relief this is the first application for a divorce in this case."  
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