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Keep the TN River Beautiful  
{Bonnie Angus, Roane COunty Executive Office} 

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful is a 501(c)3 nonprofit that serves 
as the first Keep America Beautiful affiliate in the nation to focus 
solely on a river. 

Their mission is to educate and inspire people to take action to 
create a clean, healthy, beautiful Tennessee River for generations to 
come.  

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful seeks to achieve this mission by 
hosting river cleanups and other programming not only to be 
custodians of the river, but to show their  volunteers the impact litter 
has on our waterways and what the volunteers can do to make a 
difference. The volunteer cleanups are held along the 652-mile 
Tennessee River and its tributaries. 

On Saturday, March 20, 2021, a total of 41 volunteers in Roane 
County removed 9,426 pounds of trash from Watts Bar Lake as part 
of the #GreatAmericanCleanup. Four (4) boat loads of trash,  an 
abandoned boat, and large piece of styrofoam dock were among the 
several items  collected during the event.  
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 Roane County Park 

At the request of the Master Gardeners, a new walkway 
was installed by the craftsmen at Roane County Park. 
This addition improves the safety of the walking path 
and invites disc golfers to walk through the garden as 
they play hole number one. 

"LiftZone" Community in 
Roane County  

RoaneNet and Comcast have launched the first 
“Lift Zone” community in Roane County located 
at the Morrison Hill Christian Church campus. A 
Lift Zone provides access to WiFi and 
educational content to help students and at-risk 
adults get online, participate in distance 
learning, and do their homework. Site 
coordinators navigate online learning and is 
monitored by security content filters that block 
access to dangerous and inappropriate websites.  

RoaneNet has donated 10 refurbished 
computers for the Lift Zone. Morrison Hill 
Christian Church hosts and staffs the program, 
and Comcast provides the free internet service.  

For more information, contact 
LiftZone@morrisonhill.com or call 
865-276-5205.  

EDA Loans {Amber Cofer, County Executive Office} 

Roane County Government received Revolving Loan Funds (RLF) from the U.S. Economic Development Agency 
(EDA) in 1987. The purpose of the policies and procedures within the Roane County Economic Development 
Revolving Fund also referred to as the “Plan” is to present the criteria which governs the economic development 
activities which makes funds available through the Roane County Revolving Loan Fund. These funds are used to 
provide low interest loans to local businesses, create new jobs, retain existing jobs and aid small business 
development. Roane County will act as a “bank” and accept the responsibilities of a commercial lender when 
making a RFL loan to a business.  

To be considered eligible for the EDA Loan you must be within the boundaries of Roane County wishing to 
establish a new business or expand an existing operation. If you would like more information on the 
requirements and eligible activities regarding the EDA Loan you may contact the EDA Loan Manger, Amber 
Cofer at the County Executive Office at 865-717-4103 or come by the County Executive Office and pick up an 
information packet.  
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2021 Roane Gala Online Silent Auction {Kaley Hill, Roane Alliance} 

The Roane Alliance invites you to our upcoming (first ever) Online Auction on April 10th–18th. We will have a 
variety of items ranging from gift certificates for services and meals to a set of tires, as well as assorted baskets, 
artwork, vintage silver service pieces, and so much more! All funds raised through the auction will support 
economic development efforts for our county through the efforts and programs of the Roane County Industrial 
Development Board, Roane County Visitors Bureau and Roane Chamber. The online auction can be accessed 
from our Gala webpage and on our Roane Alliance Facebook page. More details will be announced soon so 
be sure to follow along on our event page linked above! If you or your business would like to donate to the 
auction, please call our office at 865.376.2093. 

Links: 
Online Auction Facebook Event Page – www.facebook.com/events/414623585829828/ 
Gala Webpage - www.roanealliance.org/annual-gala/ 

Congratulations to Roane County 
Property Assessor, Molly Hartup, for being 

awarded the East Tennessee Assesor of the Year 
2020 Award from TnAAO! 


Hyper-Reach 

Hyper-Reach is an emergency notification 
system, a way to send your voice, a text 
message, a TTY (teletype for the hearing 
impaired) message, or an alarm message to as 
many people as you need to reach, either from 
our website or with just one phone call. 

Signing up today and be prepare for: 

• Floods 
• Fires 
• Severe Weather 
• Public Health Alerts 
• Criminal Activity 
• And much more... 

Below is the link where you can sign up today 
for Hyper_Reach... 

https://signup.hyper-reach.com/hyper_reach/
sign_up_page_2/?id=62601

https://signup.hyper-reach.com/hyper_reach/sign_up_page_2/?id=62601
https://signup.hyper-reach.com/hyper_reach/sign_up_page_2/?id=62601
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Hydroponic Towers at Midway High School  

MHS students have assembled and started the growing process in our hydroponic towers.  Students will be 
monitoring Ph and nutrient levels over the next few weeks as the vegetables grow and mature.  Plants grown such 
as lettuce, kale, tomatoes, and spinach will be used in the MHS cafeteria.   

Many thanks to TVA and Roane County Schools CTE Department for providing funds for the seven towers.

Master Gardeners of Roane County Presents 
 2021 Annual Plant Sale 

When: Saturday, April 24, 2021 
Time: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm (Rain or Shine) 
Where: Kingston City Park located at 333 W. Race Street Kingston, TN 

The proceeds from this event help to support our community projects, such as HUG (Habitat Urban Garden), 
community workshops, Gardens at Roane County Park, and many more.  

Enjoy a fun-filled day. Browse our plants and shop for one of a kind garden art pieces. Vegetables, flowers, 
herbs, and a variety of plants grown by our Master Gardeners will be for sale. Master Gardeners will be there to 
answer your gardening questions.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND SAVE THE DATE FOR THIS ANNUAL EVENT!



5

Do You Know About  The 
Citizens Cemetery?  
{Robert Bailey, Historian}  

With the old Rockwood City Cemetery becoming full 
and there not being many graves available in the Oak 
Grove Cemetery, the black people of Rockwood started 
their own cemetery.  That cemetery would become 
known as the Citizens Cemetery, located off of Black 
Jack Road. 

The following announcement was made from The 
Rockwood Times, 14 Apr 1910:  

“Citizen’s Cemetery.  During the past week the colored people of Rockwood have organized a cemetery 
company.  They have purchased the Wiley Clark place in East Rockwood, containing about ten acres and have 
paid for the same.  The following are the trustees in charge of the cemetery: G.G. Swan, Joe Clark, Robt. Smith, 
John Winton, Geo. Ooten and Wright Stegall.  The property will be improved and from it’s location will make an 
ideal cemetery.  The colored people of Rockwood and vicinity are to be congratulated upon securing this 
location for burial purposes.” 

Unfortunately, the cemetery has fallen into disrepair and the cemetery committee has long disappeared.   

[The picture is the tombstone of James Bacon, who served in the Union army during the Civil War, in Company L, 
2 Tennessee Heavy Artillery.] 

Highway Department {Brian Matthews} 

First, we want to thank Mr. Justin Gambrell of Rockwood High School for allowing 
us to come and speak to his AP Government Class. They asked a lot of great 
questions and Roane County is blessed with future leaders like the students in his 
class.  

We want to wish Bailey Parks good luck as he leaves us to work in Oak Ridge. 
Bailey started working for us as soon as he turned 18 and graduated from Midway 
High School. Bailey worked part time for us and completed his degree at Roane 
State Community College.  

As we stated earlier, Roane County is truly blessed with a lot of great young 
leaders and Bailey is an example of this.  

As always, if you need us for anything please reach out to us.



County Government Meetings
DATE   MEETING   LOCATION   TIME 

April 5th  School Liaison   Bus Garage    
April 6th  Solid Waste Committee QCR    6:30 pm 
April 8th  Emergency Services  OES    6:15 pm 
April 8th  ERB    QCR    5:15 pm 
April 10th  Sports & Recreation  Caney Creek Bridge  8:30 am 
April 12th  County Commission  QCR    7:00 pm 
April 12th  Budget Committee      5:30 pm 
April 13th  PUB    WWP    5:30 pm 
April 13th  Fire Board   SRVF    7:00 pm 
April 14th  Industrial Liaison   ZOOM    5:30 pm 
April 21st  BZA    QCR    6:30 pm 
April 21st  Planning Committee  QCR    7:30 pm 
  

 Roane County Needs You  
2 Opportunities to Get Involved   in Roane County Government 

1. Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) needs a member from Kingston and an Alternate from Oliver Springs: 
The purpose of the BZA is to rule on the application of existing zoning laws. It is difficult to create zoning 
regulations that universally apply to all parcels of land. The BZA allows property owners with unique conditions 
on their parcels a means to appeal for an exception.                                                                                                  
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 pm.  

2. Planning Commission needs an  Oliver Springs and Harriman member: The 
Planning Commission is a committee comprised of representatives from each 
Roane County's seven districts. Their purpose is to act as  citizen planners, work to 
develop plans, and implement policies that affect the county's development.  
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 pm.  

For more information 
contact the Roane County Executive's Office: 

info@roanecountytn.gov

865-376-5578
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