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The Courthouse will 
be CLOSED Monday, 
September 6, 2021 
in observance of  

Labor Day!

Watts Bar Paddle- Fall 2021 
Join us for a group paddle, lunch, and hike at the Caney Creek 
Campground on Saturday, October 23, 2021 (Rain Out Date 
October 30, 2021). We encourage you to be prepared to launch 
around 9:00 am.  

Our more intrepid 
paddlers can park and 
launch their own kayaks 
at the Roane County 
Park launch located at 
3515 Roane State 
Highway in Harriman 
and explore the two (2) 
miles of shoreline while 
proceeding to the 
Caney Creek Recreation 
Area, then, if they wish, divert up Caney Creek a mile or so. There 
will be brunch/lunch items  available and an opportunity to hike 
some newly developed trail within the Recreation Area.  

If you would like a shorter paddle, you can borrow one of the 
Tennessee RiverLine 652 kayaks at the Event Center at the Caney 
Creek Receation Area located at 3949 Roane State Highway in 
Harriman and explore the surrounding waterfront. This area is an 
ideal location for learning to paddle. If all kayaks are being used, 
you can hike and refresh while you wait. Parking is limited. Boat 
use will be limited to an hour if others are waiting.  

We encourage you to pack a water bottle to start. Refills will be 
available at the Recreation Area.  

continued on page 2... 
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Kids Free CPR Class {Amanda Daugherty, Roane County OES Administrative Assistant} 

On July 29, our department held our first Kids FREE CPR class. We had over 20 awesome kids in attendance 
that night!  The kids were able to learn the basic steps to CPR, and were able to get one-on-one hands on 
training and practice. Sparky even made an appearance at the end of the night, and the kids were able to teach 
him how to do CPR properly! One child thanked us for doing the class, and stated she felt "much more 
comfortable with it now". That is why we want to do these classes, so that they can be "much more comfortable" 
if they are ever in that situation.  We want to thank OES CPR Educator Brad Goss, Roane County EMS Paramedic 
Beverly "Bevo" Riggs, and East Roane VFD Chief Michael Munguia for working with the kids. Also, thank you to 
Roane County Rescue Squad for the use of their facility and donation of T-Shirts, as well as  Bojangles for the 
donations of the treat bags for the kids.  

We hope to host a class each month for the kids, so spread the word. We will be posting on our Facebook page 
when we have the classes scheduled. If you know of any kids interested, call our office at 865-717-4116 or 
865-717-4151 to get signed up. 

continued from page 1... 

Registration for this event will be available mid September so make sure to follow the Roane County Visitor's 
Bureau social media pages @VisitRoane to get the most up-to-date information on this event, other upcoming 
events, and much more. 

In the event of forecasted weather creating unsafe conditions, this event will be rescheduled for Saturday, October 
30, 2021.  A post will be shared on social media, and an email will be sent to participants notifying them.  

Watts Bar Paddle- Summer 2021 
Come paddle the Tennessee River on September 11, 2021 (Rain Out Date September 18, 2021). We will launch 
from Polecat Ramp (Matlock Bend) and takeout at Whitestone Inn. We encourage you to be prepared to launch 
around 8:15 am with a scheduled launch at 8:30 am.  Please see link below for more details and to register for 
the event.  

The registration for our Summer paddle is still open and can be accessed here https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
watts-bar-paddle-summer-2021-tickets-164351994239. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-summer-2021-tickets-164351994239
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-summer-2021-tickets-164351994239
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Highway Department {Brian Matthews} 
We want to thank Mrs. 
Jackson and Ridge View 
Elementary for letting us 
stop by for a visit on the 
first day of school. Mrs. 
Jackson is one of our 
Roane County residents 
that picks up litter on 
the roadside as she 
walks and runs. We 
delivered her class a 
care package with some 
goodies and a book 
about not littering. We 
look forward to stopping in to see other students and 
teachers this school year.  

Covid Update from the Roane County Health Department {Laura Conner, Director} 
Greetings from your Roane County Health Department.  I am sure that you are all too familiar with the surge in 
COVID cases once again.  The predominant virus strain, or variant, that is currently circulating is the Delta 
Variant.  This strain is much more contagious than what we faced previously.  It is, once again, important for you 
to take preventive measures to protect your health and the health of the ones that you love.  While we 
acknowledge that vaccination is a personal choice, it remains our best preventive action to mitigate the spread 
of disease.  If you have not yet been vaccinated, please consider it.  There are many vaccinating locations, so 
there will be a location that is convenient for you.  If you have any questions about the vaccine, contact your 
primary medical provider, or you can give us a call at the Health Department at 865-354-1220.  The East 
Region COVID-19 Information Hotline is also available during regular business hours.  That number is 
865-549-5343.  Pfizer vaccine recently received full FDA approval for use in ages 16 and up.  It is still under an 
Emergency Use Authorization for those 12-15 years of age. 

Other important preventive measures to take include wearing face coverings, practicing physical distancing, 
avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces, frequent hand washing, covering your coughs and sneezes, 
staying at home if you are ill, avoiding contact with others who are sick, and frequently cleaning high touch 
surfaces. 

A third vaccine dose has been recommended for a subset of the population.  Those eligible for this third dose 
include anyone who has been receiving active cancer treatment for tumors or cancers of the blood; has 
received an organ transplant and are taking medications to suppress the immune system; received a stem cell 
transplant within the last two (2) years or are taking medications to suppress the immune system; has moderate 
or severe immunodeficiency; has advanced or untreated HIV infection; or active treatment with high dose 
corticosteroids or other medications that may suppress the immune response.  If you have questions whether 
you qualify, reach out to your provider.  If it is recommended that you receive it, you can.  In addition, we are 
preparing to administer booster doses of the vaccine for the general population.  More information will be 
forthcoming on that. 

Grand Reopening of Meadowlake 
Airpark 

Fly in either day to enjoy camping, outdoor activities, 
food, fun, & story telling.  

When: September 18-19, 2021 

Where: 259 Meadowlake Dr, Kingston, TN 37763 

Saturday 9/18- Fly in and camp 
Sunday 9/19- Fly in and BBQ 

Food and fun throughout with the BBQ lunch served 
Sunday at noon.   

Airport ID# 12TN CTAF 122.9 

For more info, call Sammy @ 865-363-2058 
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 Roane Chamber and Roane Alliance to Publish a New Street 
Map and Resource Guide 

The Roane Chamber and Roane Alliance is pleased to be working with our 
Chamber Partner - the cartographic and marketing firm of Target Marketing - to 
publish a new, up-to-date, full-color Street Map and Resource Guide. This 
publication will be the only official map endorsed and distributed by the Roane 
County Chamber & Alliance, distributed to locals, tourists, newcomers, and arriving 
professionals via the Chamber Information Center, Relocation Packages, and 
Tourism Promotions. 

Don't miss out on the unique opportunity to reach potential buyers, new residents, 
and new partners. Space is limited, and sponsorships are reasonable, especially 
considering more than 10,000 maps will be printed and available for the next 
18-24 months. If you have questions or would like more information, please visit:  
https://mapsamples.com/roane/ 

Roane Chamber to Host a 
Women in Business 
Luncheon Series 
The Roane County Chamber will be 
hosting a Women in Business 
Luncheon Series. This 4-Part Series is 
envisioned to reach women in the 
community by gathering intelligent 
and inspiring speakers who can speak 
to issues that touch the lives of all 
women. This program will consist of 4 
annual “seminars” which will feature a 
catered lunch as well as a new speaker 
for each date. Our line-up for this year 
is one you won’t want to miss! 

The sessions will be $35 each for 
chamber members and $50 each for 
non-chamber members (this will cover 
both the seminar portion and the 
catered lunch that day) and admission for all 4 sessions this year will be a discounted rate of $120 to members 
and $150 to non-members. For more information on tickets or sponsoring, please call Tori May-Holt at the 
Chamber at 865-376-5572 ext. 205. 

*Facebook Event Page: https://www.facebook.com/events/1051815702222822 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1051815702222822
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Roane Receives Site Development Grant 
Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee and Department of Economic and Community Development Commissioner Bob Rolfe 
announced 15 new Site Development Grants, totaling more than $4.6 million. The grants are designed to help 
communities achieve Select Tennessee site certification and prepare industrial sites for economic development 
projects. The funding helps communities invest in infrastructure and engineering improvements on project-
ready sites. The Site Development Grant program, part of the Rural Economic Opportunity Act, works in tandem 
with TNECD’s Select Tennessee program. Since 2016, TNECD has awarded 115 Site Development Grants across 
the state, totaling nearly $39 million in assistance to local communities. Thanks to our very own Justin Snow, VP 
of Economic Development - Roane ECD was awarded $147,464 to extend sewer lines to the Jones Road Site 
located in Roane Regional Business and Technology Park! Read more here. 
(Link: https://www.roanealliance.org/news/84/governor-lee-commissioner-rolfe-announce-15-new-site-
development-grant-recipients/) 

Did you know about . . .  the eleven murders that happened in Roane County in 
1931? {Robert Bailey, Historian} 
Even though statistics have not been kept, 1931 has to be up there with the total of Roane County murders.   
There were eleven known murders that year. They were: 

Andrew “Snowball” Ervin was killed on 4 Feb 1931 in Bushtown in Kingston. Sam Clark was charged with murder 
and was found guilty. Testimony said that Ervin was riding a tricycle that belonged to a child of Dalma Stone, 
and the child went to the house and told its mother that “Snowball” was riding the tricycle and might break it. 
Clark was in the room shaving a man, when he heard this. He went and got a 16 gauge single barrel shot gun 
and shot Ervin in the back in the head while Ervin was sitting on the porch of the house. 

Anna Grace Gilliland was killed on 20 Mar 1931 in Harriman as she was started home from a dance. Roy 
Chitwood was charged with murder and was found guilty. It was said that Roy Chitwood was jealous of her 
being escorted home by another young man. 

Walter Easter was killed on 4 May 1931. Arthur Berry was charged with murder. In the newspaper account it said 
“a dispute said have arisen over the reporting of Walter Easter by Arthur Berry to a deputy sheriff at Harriman for 
an alleged offense a few days previous” 

Jim Williams was killed on 3 Jun 1931. His brother-in-law, Charlie Clifton was charged with murder. It was said 
that Jim Williams had accused Charlie Clifton of stealing the condenser of Williams’ still. The case was not 
prosecuted. 

Roy Hyder (Hyden) Cooley, age 20, was killed on 1 Aug 1931. Clifford Bullens and Curtis Newby were charged 
with murder. They were acquitted.   Cooley was hit by a train but it was said that someone had hit Cooley on the 
back of the head before the train struck him. 

Ray Isham was killed on 22 Nov 1931. Will Bane was charged with murder. The newspapers do not give a cause 
for the murder. When presented to the Grand Jury the jury returned a no-true bill. 

continued on page 6... 



County Government Meetings
DATE                 MEETING   LOCATION  TIME 

September 2nd        ERB    QCR   6:00 pm 
September 8th BZA    QCR   6:30 pm 
September 8th Planning Cmte   QCR   7:30 pm 
September 13th County Commission  QCR   7:00 pm 
September 14th PUB    WWP   5:30 pm 
September 14th Fire Board   OES   6:15 pm 
September 16th Broadband Cmte  CR   6:30 pm 
September 20th School Board    HHS   7:00 pm 
   Commission Workshop    
September 21st Sports & Recreation  Cottage  6:15 pm 
September 22nd Codes    QCR   6:30 pm 
September 27th Risk Management  QCR   6:30 pm 
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continued from page 5... 

Henry Holston, age about 70, was killed on 9 Dec 1931. It was said to have been over the ownership of a pig pen. 
His son, Guss Holston and his two grandsons, James and Joe Holston were charged with murder and were found 
not guilty. 

James Marvin Boswell, age about 30, was killed on 18 Dec 1931 in South Harriman. Chief of Police Verne 
Thompson, Deputy Sheriff Arthur Adkisson and Policeman Sidney Strunk were charged with murder. The officers 
were found not guilty. It was said that Mr. Boswell had threatened the officers.  

James (Jim) Hamilton was killed on 20 Dec 1931. Fred Young was charged with murder. The first trial ended up in 
a hung jury. He was convicted in a second trial. In the newspaper it gave the cause of the murder as “the ‘eternal 
triangle’ of mountain tragedy–moonshiners” 

Mabel (Mable) White was killed on 21 Dec 1931. Her husband, A.B. White, who attempted suicide was charged 
with her murder. Apparently A.B. White was insane and was sent to an insane asylum. No reason was given for the 
murder. 

Homer Duncan was killed on 25 Dec 1931. Roy Bunch was charged with murder and was found guilty. It was said 
that they were drunk. 

 First Day of Fall- Wednesday, September 22, 2021 

Happy Fall Ya'll


