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 Thank you for being here today to help us celebrate this groundbreaking event. There are many 
to thank today. I will name only a few.  

 

 At the Roane County local level- Our Chairman of the Industrial Development Board Jim Palmer, 
Secretary/Treasurer Jim Owens, Industrial Agent Justin Snow, Alliance CEO Pam May, and IDB 
Attorney Sandy McPherson 

 

 I do appreciate your time, attention, and continued focus and work on this project. 
 

 Let’s give them a round of applause.  
 

 This time, place, and people here today working on this project, the ones of tomorrow who 
insure the project is complete, they will long be forgotten, but many in the future will benefit 
from their efforts and we thank you.  

 

 The real “Thank Yous” need to go first to the visionaries. Who came up with this concept? Were 
these individuals sitting at Big Ed’s Pizza, Starbucks, Panera Bread, or at work and someone said 
“here is what we need to do?” 

 

 Wisdom literature says “Without a vision, the people perish.” We see a lot of vision come out of 
Oak Ridge.  

 

 My thanks go to the visionaries. Who was it, I would like to know? 
 

 Then we had our planners. Not the engineers who provided the drawing, but the planners and 
community leaders who pondered, met, sold the project to others, and then help execute how it 
could be funded. You all did an outstanding job! 
 

 These executors for funding convinced State Legislators, Appropriators, and two Governors that 
here is the vision, and here is how we can execute the plan.  
 

 Thank you to the planners of funding former Governor Haslam, Deputy Governor Jim Henry, 
current Governor Lee, Senator McNally, Senator Yager, Representative Ragan, and 
Representative Calfee.  
 

 The same execution of the Financial Plan had to take place at the federal level. I know DOE staff 
was involved with our Federal Legislators.  
 

 My thanks go to the visionaries, planners, and executors.   



 
 

 
 

 

 
 


