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Roane County 
Executive’s- April 2022 

Newsletter to the Community

The Courthouse will 
be CLOSED Friday, 

April 15, 2022
 in observance of 

Good Friday!
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Watts Bar Paddle- Spring 2022
Come join us paddle the beautiful Tennessee River on Saturday, 
May 14, 2022 (Rain Out Date May 21, 2022). This permitted 
event allows kayaking, paddle boarding, and canoeing enthusiasts 
to connect as a community in a safe and responsible way. 

We will launch from Whitestone Inn and takeout at Fort Southwest 
Point in Kingston, TN. We encourage you to be prepared to launch 
around 8:15 am with a scheduled launch at 8:30 am. However, 
depending on the fog, launching could be later. The total trip is 
approximately six (6) miles.  

Each participant is responsible for their own transportation from the 
end point back to the launch. 

We encourage you to pack a light lunch, plenty of water, and all 
other adequate gear for kayaking. In the event of forecasted 
weather creating unsafe conditions, this event will be rescheduled 
to Saturday, May 21, 2022.   

A post will be shared on social media and an email will be sent to 
participants notifying them.  

Registration is now open and you can register online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-
tickets-289783619607. When registering for the event, you will 
have three (3) “ticket” options:  

• Option 1- Two- Person Sit-On-Top Tandem Kayak 
• Option 2- Solo Sit-On-Top Kayak 
• Option 3- Bring Your Own Kayak/Watercraft 

The 12 kayaks available for use are from Roane County’s Tennessee 
RiverLine Fleet and are free to registered participants for the 
paddle event. *Limited Availability*  

Make sure to follow the Roane County, TN Rivertown’s Facebook 
page and the Roane County Visitor’s Bureau social media pages to 
get the most up-to-date information on this event and upcoming 
events.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-tickets-289783619607
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-tickets-289783619607
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-tickets-289783619607
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Roane County EMA Awarded $7500 Grant  
{Amanda Daugherty, RCOES Administrative Assistant} 

Our department was recently awarded a $7,500 
grant through Enbridge, Inc. Enbridge, North 
America's largest infrastructure company, awarded 
the grant through their "Safe Community Grant 
Program." This grant supports first responders who 
safeguard the communities where the energy 
infrastructure company has a significant presence. 

"The safety of the communities near our projects 
and operations, and the people who live and work 
along our system, remain our highest priority," said 
Art Haskins, manager of stakeholder engagement 
at Enbridge. "That's why we're proud to support 
the organizations that help keep communities safe. 
We are honored to award this grant to Roane 
County EMA to further aid their mission of around-
the-clock service to their community." 

The funding of this grant allowed our department to purchase a Blitzfire nozzle package and several gallons of 
Fireade foam. The Blitzfire is a water driven turbine that allows for unmanned controlled attacks and is perfect for 
HazMat situations. Standard hoses omit 200 gallons of water per minute. With the Blitzfire omitting 500 gallons per 
minute, it allows for quicker fire attacks and control. During its first 2 weeks of being on the truck and inservice, it 
has already been used on several structure fires to help in a quicker, safer attack. The foam extinguishes multiple 
classifications of fire in just one product, while increasing firefighter safety and providing quicker fire 
extinguishment. 

We are thankful to Enbridge for awarding our department and our county this grant so that we can continue to 
provide the best service possible to our community.

Pictured left to right: Jacob Shanahan, Zachary Daulton, 
Amanda Daugherty, Art Haskins, Lyndsay Collins, Brad Goss

Parks & Recreation 

{Mike Beard, Roane County Parks & Rec Director}

 Snowfall in March made the Master Gardener's area 
at Roane County Park even more beautiful.
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Caney Creek Cleanup Event 
{Bonnie Angus, County Executive Office}

On Saturday, March 19, 2022 the Roane County 
Tennessee Rivertowns Leadership Team conducted a 
cleanup event at the 
Caney Creek Boat 
Ramp and 
surrounding areas. 
Over 10 people 
volunteered for the 
event. Approximately 
15 large garbage bags 
of trash, a chair, tires, 
and a mattress were 
among the items 
found, picked up, and 
disposed of.  

A big thank you goes 
out to everyone who 
volunteered their time and effort Saturday morning! 
Let’s keep up the good work, and remember to 
dispose of items appropriately in order to keep the 
Tennessee River beautiful. 
  
Please remember to follow the Roane County, TN 
Rivertown’s Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/Roane-County-TN-Rivertown-110635664905984 for upcoming events and updates.  

“St.Pitties Day” 
{Stacey Whittenberg, Roane County Animal Shelter}

Our "St. Pitties Day" three day event was very 
successful! Six dogs and Six cats found their furever 
homes. We received many donations of pet food and 
supplies. We greeted approximately 80 to 100 visitors 
from the March 17th through March 19th. It was an 
amazing opportunity to honor the memory of local 
East TN Pitbull Rescue Executive/Founder, Wendy 
Jackson, who recently passed away. 

This time of year is usually slow for adoptions and 
overwhelming with intakes, so we celebrated the 
adoptions that this event promoted and look forward to many more successful events.
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The Added Bonus {Ron Woody, County Executive}

Last month’s Newsletter article “The Light at the End of the Tunnel” reflected the progress the county has made by 
the implementation of a Debt Service Policy. The simple explanation of the Debt Service Policy is not to borrow 
monies except for primarily building or buying large capital assets with a long life expectancy.  

The Added Bonus to the Debt Policy is that the county then had to formalize a Capital Policy. Two (2) main 
components of the Capital Policy are: 

 1) Buy smaller capital assets and replacement capital assets (vehicles, etc.) with current revenue. 
 2) One must maintain large capital assets with periodical upgrade of the assets and components of those       
assets (roofs, HVAC, parking lot paving). Take care of the assets we have. 

The following chart reflects how the county tax rate has changed from debt payments to invest in capital assets. 
Keeping assets in good condition and not borrowing for small and medium size assets should help Roane County 
when large assets are needed or have to be replaced. Potentially millions have been saved by not having to pay 
interest on borrowed funds. It’s a long game approach in financial planning. I challenge the new County Executive 
and Commission to keep and abide by the Debt and Capital Policies.  
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Free Medical Clinic in 
Roane County 

Gary R. Bickford, PhD, FNP-BC is the Nurse Practitioner/clinic manager of the Free Medical Clinic of Harriman 
where they only see patients that have NO insurance and make less than 200% of the federal poverty level 
($24,800 for a single person).  

Services Provided: Primary health care; Chronic disease management; Women’s health; Gastrointestinal services; 
Hepatitis C Treatment Program; Optometry services (for diabetic patients only); Specialist referrals (limited); 
Healthy Habits Healthy Lives Wellness Program 

The clinic is located at 521 Devonia Street, Harriman TN, 37748. 

Contact Phone: (865) 234-6053 

Operation Hours: Mon, Wed, Thurs: 8:30am-3:00 pm 

To find out more about the free medical clinic, visit http://www.fmcor.org/ 

Roane County Animal Shelter
“Some Bunny Loves Me”

Adoption/Fundraiser Event

WHEN: Thursday, April 7th-Saturday, April 9th 
WHERE: 296 Manufacturers Rd, Rockwood, TN 37854 
TIME: 10am-4pm 

• Picture with the Easter Bunny only $5 
• Easter Basket Daily Drawing 
• Pup Cups 
• Face Painting 
• Games & more 
• Half- price adoption fee (with approved adoption agreement) 

Come join the fun and help us help the shelter pets of Roane County! 

• Pet food and supplies are always appreciated! 
• Funds raised will go to Simply Spay and Neuter of Rockwood to spay, neuter, and 

rabies vaccinated our beloved shelter pets. 
• Schedule spay/neuter appointments for your pets while you're here! 



County Government Meetings
DATE         MEETING      LOCATION    TIME 
April 11th    Budget Committee      CR      5:00 pm 
April 11th    Zoning        QCR      6:30 pm 
April 11th    County Commission      QCR      7:00 pm 
April 12th    PUB        WWP     5:00 pm 
April 12th    Fire Board       OES      6:15 pm 
April 14th    Emergency Services      OES      6:15 pm 
April 18th    Road Committee      HWY     6:30 pm 
April 19th    Sports & Rec       Cottage     6:15 pm 
April 20th    BZA        QCR      6:30 pm 
April 20th     Planning Committee      QCR      7:30 pm 
   

Highway Department’s 9th 
Annual Community Picnic

It is almost that time! Go ahead and mark your 
calendars for the 9th Annual Community Picnic. It will 
be Thursday, June 30th at Roane County Park in 
Midtown from 12PM to 2PM.  

 As always, this is a free event!  We will be serving 
hamburgers, hot dogs, and watermelon until we run 
out. CJ Ausburn Music will be back to provide the 
entertainment. We hope to see you there!
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Roane Alliance Gala 2022
The Roane Alliance Gala 2022 is just a little over a 
month away! The theme is Diamonds & Denim, 
with the evening beginning at 6 pm with a wine 
reception , followed by a 4-course dinner, awards 
ceremony, and live auction. 

Easter Sunday is April 17, 2022

Happy Easter Ya’ll!


