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The Courthouse will be 
CLOSED Monday, 
May 30, 2022 in 

observance of Memorial 
Day!

Watts Bar Paddle- Spring 2022 
{Bonnie Angus, County Executive Office}

Come paddle the Tennessee River on Saturday May 21, 2022. 
We will launch from Whitestone Inn. We will take out at 58 
Landing in Kingston, TN. Paddlers have the option to stop at Fort 
Southwest Point and tour 
the historical area or 
paddle onto 58 Landing. 
We encourage you to be 
prepared to launch 
around 8:15 am with a 
scheduled launch at 8:30 
am. However, 
depending on the fog, 
launching could be later. 
The total trip will be 
approximately 6 miles. 
Each participant is 
responsible for their own 
transportation from the 
end point back to the 
launch. 

We encourage you to 
pack a light lunch, plenty of water, binoculars, and all other 
adequate gear for kayaking!  

In the event of forecasted weather creating unsafe conditions, 
this event will be rescheduled to Saturday, June 4, 2022.  
A post will be shared on social media and an email will be  
sent to participants notifying them. 

To register, please visit 
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-
tickets-289783619607 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-tickets-289783619607
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/watts-bar-paddle-spring-2022-tickets-289783619607


 

2

Message from Director of Accounts and Budgets 
{Connie Cook, Accounts & Budgets Director}

There is no greater news in the financial world than to see debt obligations being paid off.  On April 13, 2022 our 
office wrote the final payment in the Rural Debt Service Fund 152.  This debt is paid by tax payers outside of the 
cities of Harriman and Oak Ridge.  The Rural Debt Service Fund 152 has .13 pennies of the $2.47 in property 
taxes.   The Rural Debt Service Fund has now been closed. 

Linda Cox Retirement 
{Jessica Smith, County Director Ut-Extension}

Chances are if you have visited our office in the last 15 years, 
Linda is the smiling face that greeted you.  After 15 years of 
service to the Roane County -University of Tennessee Extension 
office, Linda Cox, will be retiring effective May 31, 2022.  Linda 
has been an invaluable asset to our staff.  Linda will leave behind 
a legacy of commitment, hard work, dedication, and above all 
friendship.    

If you have time before May 31st, stop by and tell Linda 
congratulations on retirement.  Linda has chosen not to have a 
retirement party, so be sure to come by and say hello and wish 
her well.  

Roane Alliance {Pam May, President/CEO Roane Alliance}

The Roane Alliance recently collaborated with the City of Oak Ridge, Explore Oak Ridge and Adventure 
Anderson County on a new video marketing campaign.  The campaign promotes Oak Ridge and surrounding 
counties as an integral part of the new UT-Oak Ridge Innovation Institute (ORII) project that is a partnership 
between the Oak Ridge National Lab and University of Tennessee.  Governor Bill Lee’s State of the State address 
earlier this year, announced the rest of the funding would be in the budget, providing $70M to complete the 
ORII eight years ahead of the original plan.  This project will develop the nation’s future workforce, creating a 
pipeline of American-trained scientists and engineers to help the US compete in the global economy. 

“We were excited to collaborate on this campaign,” said President Pam May, Roane Alliance. “Oak Ridge is an 
integral part of this new workforce pipeline, and those future graduates need to know this is the heart of the ORII 
and they should consider staying and working here.  And local businesses can include or link to these videos, as 
part of their HR resources.” 

For a link to the new website and video campaign, visit RoaneAlliance.org/mediakit or request a copy of the 
video(s) by sending a request to info@roanealliance.org. 

http://RoaneAlliance.org/mediakit
mailto:info@roanealliance.org
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Ag-Extension 
The Tractor Supply Paper Clover Drive is April 27-May 8, 2022.  Paper Clover’s are $1.00 at the register.  80% 
of proceeds come back to Roane County  4-H for the benefit of camps/conferences and leadership 
opportunities.  4-H Members will be there selling clovers to help offset their camp expense.   

4-H Members will also be holding a 4-H car wash on Saturday, April 30th at the Farm Bureau in Kingston, TN 
from 9:00 am-12:00 pm. as well as on Saturday, May 14th at the Farm Bureau in Rockwood, TN from 11:00 
am - 2:00 pm.  

Memorial Day Celebration {Bonnie Angus, County Executive Office}

Please join us for a Memorial Day Celebration to 
honor those lost in service, and to raise awareness 
to the 22 veterans lost each day by suicide. 

The event will be held on Saturday, May 28, 2022 
where we will walk six (6) miles along Hwy. 58 
South into Kingston carrying 22 American Flags. 
The walk will be led by local active duty and 
veteran service members. 

Participants will begin the walk at the SR-72 / 
SR-58 Junction and end at the Roane County 
Courthouse steps at the flag pole. 

Check points and additional start points will be 
located along the route or those who want to participate but do not or cannot walk the entire six (6) miles. 

The walk will begin at 8:00 am, but we ask that you arrive at the Courthouse by 7:30 am as buses will be 
provided for transportation from the Courthouse to the starting point at the SR-72/ SR-58 junction. Restrooms 
will be available for use before and after event. Water will also be provided. 

The 22 flags will be posted near the Courthouse steps at approximately 10:00 am. 

This event will be RAIN or SHINE! 

*Roane County Courthouse is located at 200 East Race Street, Kingston, TN 37763. 

Please arrive no later than 7:30 am at the Courthouse. 

 Come and show your support by walking with, cheering on, and celebrating at the finish with our service 
members! To register for this event, please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/memorial-day-celebration-
tickets-328165621207 

For any questions or concerns, please contact Virgil Shannon Hester via text: 865-748-4797

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/memorial-day-celebration-tickets-328165621207
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/memorial-day-celebration-tickets-328165621207


Hyper-Reach
We are working on final details and are planning our yearly test of the county's FREE Emergency Notification 
Alert System, Hyper-Reach. This notification system alerts you of any disaster or emergency in your specific 
area that may require you to take action such as seeking shelter, shelter in place, evacuation notices, etc. If you 
have not signed up yet, the link is listed below. You choose how you want to be notified, whether it is via text, 
phone call, email or all three. For Example, if in the event of a tornado warning, NOT a watch, the system is set 
up with the NWS to alert anyone in the affected area under that warning and you will be notified of that 
warning via your choice of notification. The system is free and it takes only a few seconds of your time to sign 
up. If you can't sign up on the link, you can call our office at 865-717-4115 and we can gather your 
information and get you signed up. 

When you receive alerts from Hyper-Reach via telephone, the Caller ID will show (865) 
376-8107.  

However, if you signed up for text alerts, you may receive them from any of the following numbers: 

45332 
833-472-5378 
618-589-2255 
618-589-1337 
618-589-1351 
585-209-5563 

http://www.hyper-reach.com/tnroanesignup.html 

Highway Department {Brian Matthews}

We know that election time is coming and that candidates are going to put their signs out to help spread their 
message and that you will be putting the sign of the candidate of your choosing in your yard. We are glad that we 
live in area where expression can be shared openly without recourse. But, we are asking candidates and 
supporters to avoid putting signs next to guard rails and in an area that our mowers will have to encounter during 
their daily mowing. We will make every effort to get out and move the signs (bring it into the shop) and if you see 
that one is missing then we encourage you to call the office and we will see if the mower has brought it in with 
them at the end of their shift. We apologize in advance for any inconvenience that this might cause. We will also 
remove signs (after contacting the candidate and giving them the chance) that are blocking vision when it comes 
to pulling in and out of roads.
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The Roane County 911 Communications Center is hiring 
dispatchers.  All training can be provided in house, no prior 

experience needed! More information can be found online at 
www.roanecounty911.com 



County Government Meetings
DATE         MEETING      LOCATION    TIME 
May 5th    ERB        CR      6:00 pm 
May 9th    Budget       CR      5:00 pm 
May 9th    County Commission      QCR      7:00 pm 
May 10th    PUB        WWP     5:00 pm 
May 10th    OES        OES      6:15 pm 
May 12th    Tourism Committee     Chamber     6:15 pm 
May 16th    Codes       QCR      6:30 pm 
May 17th    Sports & Rec      Cottage     6:15 pm 
May 18th    BZA       QCR      6:30 pm 
May 18th     Planning Committee     QCR      7:30 pm 
May 20th    Budget Day Meeting    CR      9:00 am 
May 23rd    ARP Committee     QCR      6:00 pm 
May 24th    Ag- Extension     Midtown Office    6:00 pm 
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Constable John Hickman 
{Robert Bailey, Historian}

One of Roane County’s fallen officers is Constable 
John Hickman (1859-1897). Being a constable was a 
very dangerous job as there were no deputy sheriffs 
at this time and the constable did most of the work of 
a deputy.  He, along with Benjamin Hagler, attempted 
to arrest William Tyler “Hoss” Hembree (1880-1911).     

An account of the murder appeared in the Knoxville 
Journal, 21 Apr 1897: “The terrible affair occurred 
about one o'clock this afternoon. The fact that young 
Hembree had made threats that he would not be 
arrested, caused Constable Hickman to take another man with him when he went to arrest him. Mr. Ben Hagler, a 
prominent citizen of this place, was secured by Hickman and together they set out for their man, little thinking 
that it was a fatal move. Hembree was evidently expecting them and was ready, for the moment the constable 
started toward him he pulled his pistol and began pumping away at him. The first shot is thought to have been 
fatal, for the constable could not, at least he did not make any attempt to take his pistol from his pocket. The 
murderer seemed to be wild after the first shot and continued pumping away at Hickman until his revolver was 
empty, giving no heed to Hagler 'till he found his pistol empty. As soon as he realized this he took a knife from his 
pocket and rushed at Hagler who was attempting to stop his murderous attack on Hickman.”  Hagler was injured 
but he survived. 

Hoss Hembree was put on trial and was found guilty of murder in the second degree and sentenced to twenty-
one years in the penitentiary.  However, he was back in Roane County in 1911 when he died.  His death certificate 
states that the cause of death was “shot.”  It is not known how he was shot.   

John Hickman is buried in the New Bethel Cemetery, Roane County, while Hoss Hembree is buried in the George 
Jones Memorial Baptist Church Cemetery, Roane County.   


