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“Pluggie” the Fire Plug 
{Lyndsay Collins, Grants Administrator}

Since the inception of the Fire Prevention Program in 2019, Roane 
County has worked diligently to educate, prevent and reduce fires 
in our community.  A couple of examples include partnering with 
our local State Farm office on fire prevention and visiting local 
schools to educate children on the importance of fire safety.  The 
Roane County EMA/OES was awarded a $7500 grant in December 
to purchase an industrial-grade safety education robotic, Pluggie 
the Fire Plug.   

Pluggie 
has many 
exciting 
features.  
He has 
light up 
eyes, a 
rising cap, 
the ability 
to move 
around the 
room, a 
water 
squirting 
device and the capability to carry on a conversation and play 
music/sounds via remote control.  Pluggie is an exciting way to 
teach fire safety to audiences of all ages. We want to send a huge 
thank you to Josh Igou, our local State Farm agent, for his 
partnership and support in promoting fire safety and education in 
our community!  Be on the lookout for Pluggie. The Courthouse will 

be CLOSED 
Monday, July 4, 

2022 in observance 
of Independence 

Day!
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“Fruit Tree Lady” at 
Roane County Park”
We continue to have nice people reach 
out to Roane County Park.  Meet Ashley 
Butcher and learn about her story.  

"When I was growing up, I spent a lot of 
time with my grandmother who was 
always gardening and always growing 
something. She had an orchard on her 
property full of apple trees. I was always 
fascinated.  

I started gardening with my grandmother, 
and even as I got older and got my own house, I continued to garden. I planted lots of fruit trees in my yard. I 
discussed it with my grandmother that I thought children should have access to fresh fruit and vegetables all the 
time as I did growing up so, I thought I should start planting trees in the park. My grandmother wanted to help, but 
she didn’t’ get to see this through with me before she passed a few months ago so, I am seeing it through with the 
help of my mother.   

I am hoping to have fruit trees in every public park in our area. With the cost of fruit right now, there seems to be no 
better time." - Ashley Butcher  

“When Seconds Count...Count on 
the Yellow DOT”

The Tennessee Yellow DOT Program is designed to 
provide first responders with an individual’s medical 
information in the event of an emergency on 
Tennessee’s roadways.  The information can mean 
the difference between life and death in the 
“Golden Hour” immediately following a serious 
incident. 

To pick up a package or for more information, 
contact Roane County EMA_OES @ 
865-717-4151 or Roane County EMS @ 
865-882-3005.

Message from the Director of Accounts 
and Budgets {Connie Cook}

I would like to introduce to you Kim Patterson the new 
member of the 
Accounting Department.  
Kim is responsible for 
posting the Trustee’s 
miscellaneous receipts, 
processing checks, and 
scanning documents.  Kim 
has been with us for two 
months now, and has 
done an amazing job 
keeping us caught up in 
the check printing and 
scanning process. 
Welcome to the team Kim! 
  
On June 28th the Commission  passed the 2023 Budget. We 
can now move forward to closing the year end and aim for 
another year of no audit findings for the County. 

Have a safe and Happy 4th of July! 
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Animal Shelter Fundraiser 
Gondolier Restaurant is hosting a fundraiser for the shelter on Monday July 11th from 4 pm-9 pm. 

When you come to eat, and go to the register to pay, be sure to mention that you want to use your ticket 
to support the Roane County Animal Shelter. Funds raised will go for a new adoption trailer.  

Highway Department {Brian Matthews} 

Happy 4th of July! Just a reminder...  We know that election time is here and that candidates are going to put 
their signs out to help spread their message and that you will be putting the sign of the candidate of your 
choosing in your yard. We are glad that we live in area where expression can be shared openly without recourse. 
But, we are asking candidates and supporters to avoid putting signs next to guard rails and in an area that our 
mowers will have to encounter during their daily mowing. We will make every effort to get out and move the 
signs (bring it into the shop) and if you see that one is missing then we encourage you to call the office and we 
will see if the mower has brought it in with them at the end of their shift. We apologize in advance for any 
inconvenience that this might cause. We will also remove signs (after contacting the candidate and giving them 
the chance) that are blocking vision when it comes to pulling in and out of roads.  

Now, register to vote if you are not and make sure your voice is heard.

RCIDB Sells Jones Road Site {Pam May, CEO/President Roane Alliance}

In June the Roane County Industrial Development Board (RCIDB), closed on one of the largest industrial sites in 
the Roane Regional Business & Technology Park (RRBTP).  An Atlanta developer purchased the 40-acre Certified 
Jones Road site for around $1.3M, with plans to build a 250,000 square foot speculative building, for a total 
planned investment of $32M. 

Through the years, this site received grants and 
other funding to make it more marketable, from a 
direct-access, industrial grade road to a grading 
project that created 17 flat, pad-ready acres.  The 
sell is one of the largest on record for the RCIDB, 
and the return on this investment is around 100%, 
with the proceeds going back to the County for 
future industrial development and recruiting. 

“This is an exciting time for the IDB, with all three 
State Certified Sites now acquired, with the recent 
announcement from Triso-X in the Horizon Center,” said Vice President of Economic Development Justin Snow, the 
Roane Alliance.  “With several new offers being negotiated in RRBTP and all of the recent activity in Oak Ridge, 
Roane County is certainly a hot place right now, so looking and planning the next properties to get site-ready is 
exciting.” 

To read more about this sell, visit RoaneAlliance.org/News for the complete news story. 
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Historian {Robert Bailey}

Willis Maberry, an African-American, wrote the poem “Roane County Prisoner” which was later turned into a 
country song “The Hills of Roane County.” The most well-known version of this song was done by The Stanley 
Brothers. Willis Maberry was charged and convicted of the murder of Thomas Galbreath in September 1884 in 
Roane County. 

Willis Maberry, was Tom Galbreath 's brother-in-law and, according to the records found in the Historic Roane 
County Courthouse archives, including a transcript of the trial in 1909, the shooting took place in Old Oakdale 
in Roane County (now renamed Elverton) located between Harriman and Oliver Springs. Testimony reveals that 
Thomas Galbreath was in the front yard of his brother's home with two other men, when Willis shot him with a 
shotgun hitting him in the left side, on the arm, the back of the neck and through the leg. 

Lucy Galbreath was sitting inside the house peeling apples when the shot rang out. She rushed to the door, saw 
Maberry with a gun in his hand pointed at Tom and called him not to shoot any more since he had already killed 
her pig. Maberry offered to pay Lucy for the pig, and did not shoot again. The pig died instantly and Tom died 
about 24 hours later. Some of the shots also went through a fence and Lucy's feather beds which were drying on 
the fence. 

Witnesses testified that Maberry shot from an ambush under porch steps of the house across the street. The 
musket was found near the steps, and had recently been fired. Another witness, John Staples, testified that 
Maberry had told him some months previous to the shooting that he was going to kill Galbreath "if powder will 
burn for 'cutting' (stabbing) him. Other witnesses said the two men were close friends, but deputy sheriff, W.C. 
Lyles, testified that Maberry told him he had been "cut" by Galbreath and was angry about it. 

Maberry took the stand on his own behalf and denied everything. He did admit that he left Roane County soon 
after the killing "but, not until after the funeral" and traveled extensively for about 25 years, working in places as 
St. Louis, Mo., Baltimore, Md., Cincinnati, Ohio, and Nebraska. According to relatives, Maberry came back to 
Roane County in 1909, after the death of his father to claim part of the family's property and was arrested for the 
Galbreath killing. 

He was convicted for the crime in the historic courthouse in Kingston, and sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
case was appealed to the Tennessee Supreme Court and upheld. He was sent to the state prison in Nashville . . . 
but the story doesn't end here. 

While still being held in jail in Kingston, he began writing a poignant poem which was entitled "Roane County 
Prisoner." He later finished the poem, it was set to music and became quite popular after the turn of the century 
under the title, "The Hills of Roane County." Many Roane County residents remember hearing it played on the 
radio in the 1930s and 40s. 

The words to the song vary slightly, but the following is believed to be the first rendition: 

In the beautiful hills, in the midst of Roane County, There's where I have roamed, for many long years; There's 
where my poor heart's been tending most ever, There's where my first steps of misfortune I made. 

I was thirty years old when I courted and married, Amanda Galbreath was then called my wife. Her brother 
stabbed me for some unknown reason; Just three months later, I'd taken Tom's life. 

continued on page 5... 
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continued from page 4... 

For twenty years this old world I rambled; I went to old 
England, old France, and old Spain. I thought of my home 
way back in Roane County; I boarded a steamer and came 
back again. 

I was captured and tried in the village of Kingston. Not a man 
in that county would speak a kind word. When the jury came 
in with the verdict next morning, a lifetime of prison were the 
words that I heard. 

The train it pulled out; poor Mother stood weeping. And 
sister, she sat all alone with a sigh. The last words I heard 
were: "Willie, God bless you; Willie, God bless you, God 
bless you; goodbye." 

The train left the shed at about eleven thirty; The chains they did rattle, 
 the handcuffs were tight 

When Sonny Gibson took the throttle The engine one-thirty was soon out of sight. 

In the scorching hot sun I've been toiling; Just working and worrying my poof life away. You can measure my 
grave on the banks of old Cumberland After I've finished the rest of my days. 

No matter what happened to me in Roane County; No matter how long my sentence may be, I love my old home 
way back in Roane County, Way back in the hills of East Tennessee." 

Maberry became ill while in prison, was released and returned to his home in the hills of Roane County. Exactly 
when he was released is not known, but apparently he suffered from poor health the rest of his life. He lived 
alone and his Galbreath kin folks made sure he had care and enough to eat. 

He died on October 30, 1925 in Knox County, TN and was buried in the County Cemetery. 

A version of the song by Ralph Stanley: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NOshsNvCKc 

   

The picture is of the Roane 
County Jail where the song 

was written.

Fun Fact- The Designer of the 50 Star Flag
 In 1958, a history teacher assigned a class assignment to redesign the national 
flag as both Alaska and Hawaii neared statehood. 

The Designer of the 50-Star Flag, Robert G. Heft, lived in Lancaster, Ohio. Robert , 
who was 16 at the time, designed a new flag using the old 48-star flag and $2.87 
worth of blue cloth and white iron-on material. His design earned him a B-minus to 
which he challenged by sending it to Washington D.C. to be considered by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower.  

According to his obituary, Heft was one of thousands to submit a flag design but 
he was the only person who actually stitched together a flag and shipped it to D.C.  

Once the flag was selected, Heft's grade was rightfully changed to an A. His design 
became the official flag in 1960. 



County Government Meetings
DATE         MEETING         LOCATION    TIME 

July 7th     ERB            CR     6:00 pm 

July 11th     County Commission          QCR     7:00 pm 

July 12th     PUB            WWP     5:30 pm 

July 12th     Fire Board           OES     6:15 pm 

July 14th     Emergency Service          OES     6:15 pm 

July 18th     Building & Codes          QCR     6:30 pm  

July 19th     Sports Recreation          Cottage     6:15 pm 

July 21st     Commission Workshop    QCR     6:30 pm 
-Riley Creek    
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Smokin’ The Water 
2022 Schedule of Events

Saturday July 2nd 
 8:00 am- Car Show Registration (Roane Co. High School parking lot) 

11:00 am- Car Show Judging  

6:00 pm- Concert @ Southwest Point Amphitheater   
Dan Tyminski Band 

Amanda Ann Platt & The Honeycutters 

Monday July 4th 
4:00 pm- Event Opens- Food & Craft Vendors, Kids Attractions 

Dirt Floor Doctors Perform- Stage @ Kingston City Park  

6:00 pm- C.J. Ausburn Performs- Stage @ Kingston City Park 

8:00 pm- Fairview Union Performs- Stage @ Kingston City Park 

0-Dark 30- Fireworks Show (soundtrack broadcast on WIMZ 103.5) 


