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 Life’s successes are often due to many factors. Some would say luck is    

important for success. Others say success is due to hard work, timing, experience 

and/or  education. All these factors and more can contribute to success, but one 

attribute we can not and must not over look is planning. (Planning is projecting 

out into the future, looking at “what if” and “what could be” and formulating a 

path to achieve a particular goal. 

 A little over seven (7) years ago, we formulated a financial plan for Roane 

County. I have written and talked about it many times as we implemented          

financial policies of debt management, capital and fund balances. Thank you 

County Commission for seeing and supporting the vision.  

 Here is the success and how it is paying off. First, we have not borrowed 

for General Capital purposes in the last seven (7) years. Up until FY11, we         

borrowed basically every year. In FY12 we established Capital Funds to take care 

of the small cost capital items with the goal of using our borrowing capacity for 

big ticket items. One of those big ticket items is Jail Expansion. 

 As early as 2010, our administration recognized the need for jail expansion 

and started planning for this capital investment. I am pleased and proud to say 

that Roane County Government appears to be able to build Phase II of a Jail      

expansion program at an estimated cost of $5-6 million without a tax increase. 

 Yes, we saw the vision. We executed a financial plan. We managed capital 

and debt. We developed 30 year debt budgets. We refinanced debt when appro-

priate. We paid the debt off early when possible. We did not do further borrowing.       

Finally, we positioned ourselves for the right timing to have the least financial  

impact on our citizens. Yes, we will have to borrow to build Phase II, but our   

General Debt Fund has sufficient revenue and fund balance to satisfy our new 

proposed debt requirements without a tax increase.  

 Our tentative schedule for Phase II of Jail Expansion is hiring Architects in 

March 2018. We plan to borrow in the Spring of 2019 and begin construction after 

financing is finalized. More to come on the plan as we work with the Architects.  

 The Budget Committee met March 20, 2018 and  after reviewing the    

multi-year debt budgets, recommended the General, Rural Education, and        

Education Debt Service budgets for 2019. Planning Our Future Is Important . 
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Our Financial Planning is Paying Off… by Ron Woody 

 

Sunday, April 1, 2018 

Have a Blessed Easter!! 

 



  

 

Student Government Day 2018 
 
County Executive, Ron Woody will be hosting “Student Government Day 2018” at  
the Roane County Courthouse on Monday, April 9, 2018. This annual event is  
sponsored  by local American Legion Posts and Roane County Government. During  
this event, students from each high school will spend time with the official whom  
they were selected to represent. Student Government Day is a great opportunity for  
the students to see their County Government at work. Approximately 100 students  
will attend  this event. The schools participating are Harriman High School, Rock- 
wood High School, Oliver Springs High School, Midway High School, and Roane  
County High School.  
 
These students are our future and allowing them to learn all they can about  
government and how our County operates allows knowledgeable future leaders for the County. 
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News and Notes…. 

Spending Quality Time with the Students… 

County Executive, Ron Woody read to the Kingston Elementary School  students on March 1, 

2018. He shared stories from his two books and canoe trips with Tim Thompson. The students 

seemed to enjoy listening to the stories. 
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Shortly after the turn of the century, a strange, and somewhat incomprehensible set of circumstances took place in 
Roane County, several surrounding counties and even another state. 

One nefarious deed was a brutal murder of a ferry operator at Southwest Point in Kingston on September 28, 1908. His 
name was John King, and he was found bludgeoned to death by at least six blows with a skiff oar. 

George Cook was arrested for King's murder and he was implicated in the crime by testimony given during a coroner's 
jury. King was last seen ferrying Cook across the river at about 7 p.m. on the night of the killing. The two men were 
alone on the ferry. 

W.M. Brown, owner of the ferry, had leased it to King for two years. Brown found the body early in the morning after 
the murder. Brown testified that he had heard a 'cry of distress' early in the evening of the preceding day, but did not 
investigate. It is known that King and his family were leaving Kingston for North Carolina and his wife stated that he 
had a large sum of money in his possession. The coroner's jury returned a verdict of assassination for the purpose of 
robbery. When Cook, a native of Chattanooga, was arrested for the crime, he was also under indictment on two charges 
of disturbing public worship and one for carrying weapons in Roane County. 

A few weeks before the murder of King, a young man by the name of Will Plemmons was found dead on the riverbank 
in Chattanooga. Plemmons was shot once behind the ear, execution style. Cook was also accused of this heinous crime, 
but no evidence worthy of conviction was heard against him and he was released from custody in Hamilton County. He 
was then arrested and jailed in Kingston for the murder of King. 

Late one evening shortly after Cook's incarceration in Kingston, a group of about 20 men knocked loudly at the door of 
the jail, where Sheriff J.L. Johnson resided with his wife and family. The sheriff called down from an upstairs window 
asking who was there. He was told that Chris Miller was there with a prisoner in custody to be jailed. The sheriff, who 
was suspicious that the speaker was someone other than Chris Miller, asked him to strike a match so that he could see 
him, but was told that the man had no matches. Johnson went down stairs and opened the door, only to find a mob of 
men, all masked except two, whom he did not know. The men pushed their way into the room and demanded that he 
open the door to the cell of George Cook. Sheriff Johnson refused and argued with the men for some time ,when the 
mob became more and more threatening, his wife appeared at the top of the stairs and also pleaded with the men.    
Seeing none of their combined words were having any effect whatsoever on the unruly group of men, she drew a        
revolver and threatened to shoot the first man who entered the door where Cook was confined. Whereupon, the leader 
of the mob drew three sticks of dynamite from his pocket and threw them onto the floor, vowing to blow up the jail if 
the prisoner was not immediately turned over to them. He said "If we can't get him one way, we will get him another." 

Mrs. Johnson then asked if they would really blow up the jail, killing her children and everyone else in the building. She 
was assured that they would do so. Jerked about and jabbed with pistols, the sheriff reluctantly handed over the keys to 
Cook's cell. The mob surged forward and were met by Cook who unsuccessfully held the cell door shut from the inside 
and cried out, "You'll not take me out alive." He wielded a razor, which he had apparently secreted on his person, and 
fought for his life. He slashed one man through his hat across the head before the lights went out and several shots rang 
out. Cook fell dead. 

The sheriff, his wife, his wife's sister and his daughter all saw the two unmasked men and paid close attention to their 
appearance so that they could identify them later. Mrs. Johnson even remarked to the men on the night of the killing, "I 
shall be sure to know you if I ever see you again." 

About 30 days later, Sheriff Johnson was in Sweetwater and recognized a man coming out of a church as one of the un-
masked men who was present at the jail when Cook was killed. He was James Plemmons, father of the young man who 
had been murdered in Chattanooga. Plemmons was arrested and charged with being the leader of the mob who entered 
the jail and murdered Cook. He was given a preliminary trial and released on a $3,000 bond. It is presumed that 
Plemmons allegedly led the gang to the jail where Cook was killed in retaliation for the death of his son some weeks, 
earlier. 

Later, Joe Blanton, Plemmon's son-in-law, was implicated in the slaying. Some months later, after having sent out a    
description of Blanton to law enforcement offices across the state, Sheriff Johnson received word from the Memphis   
Police Department that the man had been arrested in Memphis.     Continued on pg. 4 

Did You Know About….the murder of the Kingston Ferryman?   

          byRobert Bailey and Jere Hall 



  

 

Please submit articles/items of interest to Arlene at arlene.daugherty@roanecountytn.gov by the 20th of the 
month ...Ron 
              
Check out the Roane County website…  www.roanecountytn.gov 

Continued from  pg. 3 

Did You Know About….The Murder of the Kingston Ferryman?     byRobert Bailey and Jere Hall 
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Blanton had left his home in Sweetwater shortly after the killing of Cook and made his way to Arkansas, where two of his 
brothers resided. He made no secret that he was wanted in Tennessee, but was reportedly not arrested in Arkansas because  
of a close friendship between his brother and the sheriff. According to a local newspaper, he went on a drinking spree while  
in Memphis and while inebriated, went to the closest police department and admitted that he was a wanted man. 

Sheriff Johnson and a deputy left by train as quickly as possible to take custody of Blanton because of information that his 
brother was on his way to Memphis to secure the release of the prisoner through a writ of habeas corpus. 

The Roane County officers were successful in arriving ahead of Blanton's brother, who was reported to be, interestingly 
enough, a whiskey dealer in Arkansas and a man of some wealth and influence. 

Blanton was delivered to Kingston, given a preliminary hearing and bound over to the court without bond. Shortly thereafter 
the sheriff took the prisoner to Knoxville, fearing that Blanton's friends in the area might attempt to break into the jail and 
release him if he were allowed to remain in Kingston. 

During the trial of the two men, held in the historic courthouse in Kingston, the state attempted to prove that Blanton and 
Plemmons were the leaders of the mob that murdered Cook, and that Blanton was wounded in the head by Cook  during the 
fracas. Lawyers for the defense however, brought forth many witnesses, who testified that both men were seen in Sweetwater 
at or near the time of the crime. 

While Blanton did have a scar on his head, he vowed and testimony was given by a number of men that he received the 
wound in a bar fight in Marked Tree, Arkansas on Christmas Eve night, 1908. 

The jury acquitted both men. However, many questions are left unanswered. Eyewitnesses testimony from Sheriff Johnson, 
Mrs. Johnson, her sister, Miss Nannie Nicely, and the sheriff's daughter, Nannie Johnson, all place the two men at the jail the 
night of the lynching and both were identified in court. 

Much was made of a surrey (a horse or mule drawn carriage) which was rented by Blanton on the afternoon before the crime, 
and a bloody black hat, which was found the morning after the murder of Cook on the main road leading back to Sweetwater. 
The hat was identified as the hat Blanton was wearing on the night of the crime. However, many witnesses swore that he had 
no wound on his head after the night in question and none at all until he returned from Arkansas. 

In addition, many defense witnesses placed him at the home of his father at about 9 p.m. on the night in question, which was 
between 20 to 25 miles from Kingston. In those days, it took approximately six hours in a surrey with good mules to travel 
that distance, making it impossible for him to have been there by 11:30 p.m. 

These and other discrepancies unquestionably caused reasonable doubt in the minds of the jurors, but if not Plemmons and 
Blanton, who did kill George Cook? Who told the truth and who lied? The answers to these and other questions have slipped 
through a crack in time. No one else was ever accused of the lynching. 

Was George Cook guilty of any crime at all? He was arrested and questioned, but released in the case of Plemmons son's 
death due to lack of evidence. Evidence of his part in the killing of Ferryman King was circumstantial, no one witnessed the 
crime, and he did not live to stand trial. Therefore, nothing was ever proven against him. 

Did two guilty men go free and an innocent man die for crimes he did not commit? 
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Highway Department Update… by Brian Matthews 

 

The Roane County Highway Department was pleased to be a pick up location for 250K Tree Day. We want to thank the UT 
Extension Office for helping us plant the unclaimed trees.  

The Highway Department was out on the roads checking for problems caused from storms throughout the County. Coming 
up on April 12th, 13th, and 14th is our Annual Community Cleanup Days. We hope that you will join us in helping Keep 
Roane Litter Free. During the month of February we picked up over 20 miles of county roads, we collected 5370 pounds of 
garbage, 168 tires, 3 televisions, 3 mattresses, recliner, couch, and a dishwasher. If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact us at  882-9782.  

 

Pictured above: Dennis Ferguson, Road Superin-

tendent and Linda Cox, Agriculture Extension 

Office. 

Below: Checking the County roads for fallen   

debris.  
 

Above: Tires being 

removed from 

roadways, due to 

unlawful dumping. 

 

To the left: Picture 

of miscellaneous 

items removed af-

ter being thrown 

out on the road-

side.  

Help us Keep 

Roane Littler Free! 



  

 

Located on the shoreline near the fountain in the lake, a new bench offers our walkers a comfortable 
place to rest, take in the beauty and contemplate their life in Roane County. 

 
All three Roane county park play grounds have received new mulch, new borders,  and are ready for 
spring. 
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Roane County Park Updates……...by Mike Beard 

        A cross country bicyclist from     
Illinois used Roane County Park as 
a resting place recently. He was on 
his way back from Houston and 
had ridden about 3,200 miles.  
        In the cross country biking 
community Roane County is 
known for its friendliness. 
 



  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Page 7 

Date Meeting Location Time 

April 5th Environmental Review CR 6:00 pm 

April 9th County Commission Meeting QCR 7:00 pm 

April 10th Public Utility Board WWP 5:30 pm 

April 10th Fire Board QCR 6:15 pm 

April 12th Emergency Services OES 6:15 am 

April 16th Building Inspector/Code 

&Review 

QCR 6:30 pm 

April 18th Board of Zoning QCR 6:00 pm 

April 18th Planning Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

April 19th Road Committee QCR 6:00 pm 

April 23rd Budget Committee CR 6:00 pm 

April 24th Budget Committee CR 6:00 pm 
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ROANE COUNTY HOUSEHOLD  

HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE:   

Roane County Recycling Center,  

215 White Pine Road,  

Harriman, TN 37748 

WHEN:     Saturday, May 12, 2018 from 

9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. 

This one day event is a FREE and SAFE 

way to rid your home of household hazard-

ous materials.   

Contact Information:  

865-590-7779 

Please call the Roane County Recycling 

Center at 865-590-7779 for more            

information. 

Sponsored by: Tennessee  

Department of Environment and           

Conservation 

 

Congratulations!!  

Leadership Roane County   

Class of 2018 

 Members of the Leadership Roane County 

Class of 2018 visited the State Capital and were   

fortunate to get a group picture with Senator Ken  

Yager and Governor Bill Haslam.  

 The visit was a great experience and another 

opportunity to learn about how the Government 

operates. Congratulations to the entire class on the 

completion of the program.  


