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Much is Going on in Local Government 
 

 It seems that November has been a whirlwind as we continue 

to try to close out a number of projects and open up a few new ones. 

Here is a run down of a few of our current projects: 

 Projects under the Natural Resource Trustees grant program 

have been approved by the Trustees and bids have been awarded. 

Hopefully, we will see construction this winter on courtesy docks at 

various TWRA boat ramps and a handicap canoe/kayak launch in 

the city of Kingston. 

 Correction of taxes paid by two (2) industrial businesses, who 

are under Payment in Lieu of Tax (PILT) agreements has taken an 

enormous amount of time.  We hope to conclude this project in De-

cember. 

 Speaking of PILT, the U.S. Department of Energy and the 

County are in debate about the DOE PILT payments. We continue 

the negotiator and in building our case through research of over ten 

years of data and contracts. 

 Three major policy documents have or will be published and 

reviewed by Commission this month. These documents will be the 

print Budget Reference Notebook and the Debt and Capital reports 

(filed as one report). Specifically, the Debt Report covers the next 20 

plus years of debt budgets. 

 Commission will be meeting in December to discuss whether 

the county should purchase the Dollar General Store for future jail 

expansion or Jail/Courthouse parking.  

 As we look into the new calendar year, our Capital Project 

Planning will expand to look further into the future and in more de-

tail. We started capital project planning in the fall of 2010 and each 

year have made minor improvement. This year we are anticipating a 

major review as we set our County’s course into the next decades. 

More to come…. 

Prior Monthly Newsletters are available on the County Website under the County Executive tab.  

www.roanecountytn.gov  



  

 

Fall Soccer was in Full Swing at Swan Pond Sports Center                            
      by Mike Beard, Parks and Recreation Director 

With over 80 games on the schedule completed this fall American Youth Soccer Organization sea-
son, folks enjoyed watching their players and parents especially enjoyed having all the games at 
one location.   
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The Roane County Recycling Center will be closed the following days for the upcoming holiday       

season: 

 
 

The Roane County Convenience Centers will be closed the following days for the upcoming holiday 

season: 

 
 

All convenience centers except Blue Springs, Bradbury, Glen Alice and Paint Rock will have extra pulls for the       
compactors to ensure the department is prepared to handle the extra waste over the holidays.  

 

HOLIDAY DAY OFF 

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 24, 2016 

Friday after Thanksgiving Friday, November 25, 2016 

Christmas Holiday Friday, December 23, 2016 

Christmas Eve Saturday, December 24, 2016 

Christmas Day Monday, December 26, 2016 

New Year's Day 2017 Monday, January 2, 2017 

HOLIDAY DAY OFF 

Thanksgiving Day Thursday, November 24, 2016 

Christmas Day Holiday Monday, December 26, 2016 
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Roane County Recycling Center Holiday Schedule                  



  

 

County Recognition and Happenings 

Highway Department Update…                     By Brian Matthews 
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Roane County Workers Compensation… by Arlene Daugherty 

 

Roane County operates as a Self-Insured Workers Compensation. Self-Insured is a risk management method in which  
a calculated amount of money is set aside to compensate for potential future loss. Roane County contracts with a 
Third Party Administrator (TPA) to administer many aspects of our claims.  

During the 2016 year we did not have any major trends. Overall the number of claims and total incurred are trending 
up slightly, but that is due to normal payroll growth.  

The average indemnity cost per claim has remained steady over the last 5 years with a slight increase due to exposure 
increase. Medical expenses continue to rise. The number of claims greater than $50,000 has doubled since 2006.  
Medical claim counts range from a high of 36 in 2012-13 to a low of 30 in 2013-14. The cost per claim is higher in 
2015-16 of $1,209 per claim, as opposed to $436 in 2011-12. As of 10/1/16 there are a total of 30 open claims; this is 
excellent! The number of medical only claims remain consistent over the past 5 years while medical cost are trending 
up. The trends indicate the total incurred losses for the County were $1,514,896 and for the Schools $555,302. 

There were four major causes of loss:  
(1) Strains & Injury by lifting 
(2) Slips, Trips & Falls  
(3) Struck or injured by Object  
(4) Motor Vehicle Accident. 
 
Overall our program appears to be functioning smoothly with no major concerns.  
 

 First, we want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year. As the weather 
gets colder we are continuing to take steps to be prepared for winter weather.  

 We are putting plows and bins on our vehicles. We are also making sure the brine system is 
running properly. We are checking out our snow/ice routes and making sure they are the best 
routes for keeping people safe as they travel in the winter.  

 We have been in contact with the National Weather Service in Morristown about what we 
can expect this upcoming winter season. If you have any questions or comments, please call us at 
882-9782. 

Yesterday is not ours to recover, but tomorrow is ours to win or lose….. 

           Lyndon B. Johnson 



  

 

Did You Know About… the last hanging in Roane County? 

                         by Robert Bailey 
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The last execution that took place in Roane County was the hanging of Isaac Fain in the courtyard of the historic 
courthouse in November 1884.  Fain had been tried and convicted of murdering Thomas Curren.   
 
Fain worked as a section hand on the Cincinnati Southern Railroad and on March 29, 1884, while working near 
Emory Gap, he had an altercation with his section boss, Thomas Curren.  Sharp words were exchanged between 
the two men and Fain was fired. He hung around the work site most of the day, muttering threats against Curren, 
then left in the late afternoon and returned with a double barreled shot gun.  He stayed out of sight until he had a 
clear shot at Curren, cursed him and emptied the gun into his victim's back, killing him instantly. 
 
Fain fled and was captured about a week later near Loudon. He was jailed at Kingston, but moved to Loudon for 
safe keeping because of word that a large lynching party was on the way.  He was later returned to Kingston, 
charged and tried for first-degree murder in the courthouse. After about 40 minutes of deliberation, the jury 
brought in a guilty verdict and he was sentenced to death. Although his case was appealed to the Tennessee      
Supreme Court, the death sentence was upheld.   
 
Fain spent the last months of his life studying the Bible and praying while a gallows was being built on the south 
lawn of the historic courthouse.   The scaffold was walled with boards on three sides, and canvas covering on the 
east (Third Street) side.  In 1883, the Tennessee legislature passed a law that removed hangings from being in 
public places to private locations usually in the prison yard.   The public could see and hear the last words and 
prayers but they were not allowed to the see the actual hanging.   
 
On the fateful day of his execution in 
November 1884, he was led to the      
gallows by the sheriff, securely shackled. 
After he climbed the steps to the        
platform, the canvas was thrown back 
and Fain faced a crowd of 3000 to 4000 
people who had come to town to witness 
his execution.   
 
The doomed man then preached a      
sermon, confessing his crime and urging 
his audience to turn aside from sin and 
accept God. He stated he was ready to go 
to Jesus, saying, "It is much better that I 
die today and go to glory than to live out 
my sinful life and go to hell."   
 
As he stood with the rope around his 
neck, he uttered his last words: "I ain't 
scared one bit, hanging ain't anything. 
Tell Aunt Julia I'm going home on the 
evening train." 

A photo of the Roane County Jail.  The hanging took place on the 
Third Street (East) side of the jail. 



  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

Please submit articles/items of interest to Arlene at arlene.daugherty@roanecountytn.gov by the 
20th of the month ...Ron 
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Date Meeting Location Time 

Dec. 1st ERB Conf. Room 6:00 pm 

Dec. 5th Sports Recreation Cottage/

Roane County  

Park 

6;15 pm 

Dec. 6th Sheriff’s Liaison QCR 6:00 pm 

Dec. 6th Property Committee QCR 7:00 pm 

Dec. 8th Emergency Services OES 6:00 pm 

Dec. 12th County Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

Dec. 13th Public Utility Board WWP 5:30 pm 

Dec. 13th Fire Board QCR 6:15 pm 

Dec. 15th Road Committee QCR 6:30 pm 

Dec. 19th Codes Enforcement QCR 6:00 pm 

Dec. 21st Board of Zoning QCR 6:00 pm 

Dec. 21st Planning Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

Dec. 23rd Courthouse Closed 

Christmas Holiday 

  

Dec. 26th Courthouse Closed 

Christmas Holiday 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Roane County Courthouse and Courts will be 

closed on Friday, December 23rd    and Monday,     

December 26, 2016 in observance of Christmas. 
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~~Mark Your Calendar ~~ 

Roane County Christmas Parade Schedule 

Kingston Parade: November 28, 2016 ~7:00 pm 

Harriman Parade: December 1, 2016 ~ 7:00 pm 

Rockwood Parade: December 5, 2016~7:00 pm 

Oliver Springs Parade: December 16, 2016~6:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

Master Gardener Lunch and Learn will be Saturday 
December, 10 , 2016 at 12 noon at the Extension Of-
fice.  Kim Whitlock Abdulla, will be teaching a ver-
micomposting program.   

 

Jessica Wilkinson 

Extension Agent I 

Adult Agriculture 

UT Extension, Roane County  

3074 Roane State Highway 

Harriman, TN 37748 

865-376-5558 Office 

jwilki21@utk.edu | roane.tennessee.edu 

mailto:jwilki21@utk.edu

