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County Executive’s Newsletter to the Community

Merry ChristmasRoane County

December - 2018
November was another busy month for county government:  
{Ron Woody, Roane County Executive} 
 The first week of the month had many County Commissioners at the Roane Alliance Gala. The Roane 
Alliance is the county’s economic development organization. This year's Gala was once again well attended 
and supported by our local business and city governments. The Alliance was established in 2001 and has 
been led by four CEOs over the years. The Alliance is once again in search of a new leader as Wade Creswell 
has taken a position at Oak Ridge National Lab. Best wishes to Wade and thank you for your public service.  
 The second week the commissioners honored a group of eight new Roane County Treasures. Roane 
County Treasures is a program started in 2007 that honors men and women who lived and contributed to the 
betterment of Roane County. A list of Treasures can be found on a plaque on the first floor of the Courthouse.  
  
 In the third week, County Commissioner 
Charlotte Bowers and Executive Ron Woody 
joined Oak Ridge Representatives at an 
intergovernmental meeting. They met with the 
Department of Energy (Oak Ridge Office and 
Washington DC Office), Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation, and State 
Legislators to discuss the environmental clean up 
of the Oak Ridge Reservation and the challenges 
of cleaning the legacy DOE site. 
 
 The commission met the fourth week of 
November to approve a significant resolution that 
starts capital improvements for our county schools. 
For the first time in eight years, the county 
approved issuing debt. The debt may only be 
issued for large projects, and school building 
project qualifies as a large project wherein 7.1 
Million in bonds were approved. We anticipate 
construction will start on the Oliver Springs Middle 
School conversion to a Middle and High School 
will begin in late            
            …continued on page 2 



Highway Department 
{Dennis Ferguson - Road Superintendent } 

  It's beginning to look a lot like winter at the 
Roane County Highway Department. We are working to 
get ready for winter weather. We enjoyed our time at 
TCSA in Chattanooga with some of our County 
Commissioners and enjoyed the training offered by the 
Tennessee County Highway Officials Association. The 
lights are in and working on Poplar Creek Road in 
Oliver Springs. We also want to thank the Kingston 
Rotary Club for once again picking up their adopted 
road. We hope everyone has a blessed Holiday season 
and if you need us please feel free to get in contact 
with us. We have started our wood program and if 
anyone needs some assistance they can call Terri in the 
office at 865.882.9782 and their name will be added to 
our list that we work through. 

continued from page 1…     Spring early Summer. 
This project is estimated over 5 million and 
another one million was approved for a new sewer 
plant to service the Midway elementary, middle 
and high schools. Part of the bond’s proceeds will 
be shared with the Oak Ridge School system for 
their county projects.  
    The County Commission further discussed 
possible legislation regarding the TVA ash spill at 
the County Commission meeting. More to come 
on this issues as a special meeting will be held 
December 4th. The commissioner's plates are full 
with the TVA Kingston ash spill issues, potential jail 
construction, and further capital education 
improvements. Stay tuned. 

The New Hazmat 1  
{Scott Stout - Director of Office of Emergency 
Services} 

The county purchased a new fire truck with the 
CDBG Community Development Block Grant that 
will take over the role of Hazmat 1. The Dodge 
Ram HME Ahrens-Fox MiniEvo M3 is faster and 
more maneuverable than its larger predecessor a 
1996 Ferrara (CDBG). The Dodge Ram will replace 
the Ferrara’s as Hazmat 1 because it is more 
maneuverable through most entrances and off-
road destinations.
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School and she became a teacher there. The 
Rockwood Colored High School later became 
Campbell High School (which was named after him), 
and was the only high school for all black students in 
Roane County. His wife, Florence E. Smith (1872-1922) 
was the first black teacher in Harriman having come to 
Harriman in 1891. She was born in Canada and was 
convinced to come to Harriman from Maryland to 
teach by her father, John A. Smith, who came to 
Harriman in 1890 because he was a strong 
prohibitionist.

We are grateful for the Roane County School’s staff & students who go above & beyond!

Right: Roane County Schools 
sent their Beta Clubs to the 
Beta Club Convention in 
Nashville! Beta Club is an 
organization for academic 
achievement, character, 
leadership and service.

Below: Congratulations to our MTES, MMS, & CMS for being named Reward Schools by the TN Dept of Education!

Roane County Historian 
Roane Charities Get Funds For Preservation 

{Robert Bailey & Junior Hendrickson} 

 Consolidated Nuclear Security LLC and the 
East Tennessee Foundation awarded three Roane 
County grant winners of the CNS Y-12 Community 
Investment Fund. Three charities received funds for 
historical/cultural preservation. Two grantees are 
centered on the historic Roane County Courthouse. 
 The Avery Trace Chapter of the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution 
requested funds for a Revolutionary War Patriots 
Monument at the courthouse, and the Roane County 
Heritage Commission requested funds to support the 
restoration of the courthouse. (Roane County News) 

Prof. B.J. Campbell  
{Robert Bailey, County Historian} 

 Prof. B.J. Campbell - Prof. B.J. Campbell was 
born in Cleveland, Tennessee and died Jan 24, 1926. 
When young he moved with his parents to Knoxville 
and later he taught in the city schools of Knoxville. He 
married Florence E. Smith in 1893 and moved to 
Harriman and became principal of the Harriman 
Colored School for about fifteen years. In 1914, Prof. 
Campbell and his wife moved to Rockwood and he 
became the principal of the Rockwood Colored High 
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Roane County Awarded  
AARC Seal of Approval 

{Pam May - Interim President & CEO, Roane Alliance} 

Roane County was awarded the Seal of Approval 
from the American Association of Retirement 
Communities (AARC) during their recent conference. 
 Pam May, Interim President of the Roane Alliance, 
attended the conference to accept the award and to 
learn from the nation’s leading organization on 
attracting retirees.    
 “Roane County has the lifestyle that many 
retirees are looking for, which is one of the reasons 
we received this recognition, but we also are 
recognized because of our efforts through the 
Alliance’s Retire Roane program,” said May.  “We work 
closely with the state through the Retire Tennessee 
program to share advertising in key retiree markets 
like Illinois and New York and are seeing an influx of 
retirees from those states, as well as others.” 
 “The award is presented annually to recipients 
that demonstrate a strong commitment to making 
their community a top destination through lifestyle 
programming, amenity development, 
communication, and education,” said AARC 
chairperson Rachel Baker. “Roane County has shown 
they are committed to working to attract retirees.” 
 “The Soak in Roane Campaign remains very 
successful, so we are looking to do the same type of 
campaign for Retire Roane, taking our retiree 
recruiting efforts to the next level,” said May. “By 
summer we should see an increase not only in 
inquiries from retirees but also from visitor spending 
since they are visitors before they are residents.” 
RetireRoane.com
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Roane County Emergency 
Medical Services  
{Tim Suter, Director of Emergency Medical Services} 
Community Affirmation: Roane County 
emergency medical responders work long hours in 
every imaginable condition. The hard work they do 
behind the scenes can go unnoticed in the face of 
personal tragedy. They don’t work for the praise 
and certainly not the money. Our emergency 
medical responders chose a vocation that requires 
a passion for the job and compassion for the 
suffering. Here is one of many examples of a Roane 
County Emergency Medical Service provider who 
works passionately with compassion. 

Sir: I am writing to you about one of your EMTs. He 
responded to our home at (redacted) on November 
1st. He was really sweet and kind to my mother after 
she had fallen in our home. He kept her calm while 
she was put on the gurney to be transported to the 
ER at Roane Medical Center. His kindness did not 
stop there. While he was finishing up his paperwork 
he noticed me waiting to hear about Mom. He came 
over to give me a word about mom and to let me 
know that she was being taken care of by the doctor. 
He gave me words of encouragement.  You have a 
fine man in Charles Dodson and I appreciate his 
time.  He may not have rushed into a burning 
building but the care he showed my mom makes 
him a hero and his speaking to me in the ER waiting 
room helped me to make decisions with a clear 
mind. He and his teammates are real hero's to me 
and I wish that you would accept my thanks for their 
services and convey to them my thanks. 
- Ruby Curtis



Santa Paws 
{Stacey McElhaney - Director Roane County 
Animal Shelter} 
 Our 5th Annual Santa Paws is 
sponsored by Earl Duff Subaru and the 
ASPCA! All adoptable pets will be spayed/
neutered and have their rabies vaccine with a 
fee-waived adoption! 
 Bring your children (2 legged and 4 
legged) to the shelter for a picture with Santa 
and help the animals at the RCAS. 
Pictures will be $5  
each and we will be 
serving refreshments.  
 
As always, donations 
are appreciated!

4th Tourism Committee - Roane Alliance         5:30pm  
4th Special Called Meeting-TVA - Qualls Commission Room       6:30pm  
6th Environmental Review Board - County Executive’s Conf Room       6:00pm  
10th County Commission -  Qualls Commission Room       7:00pm  
11th County Board of Public Utilities  - Waste Water Plant       5:30pm  
11th  Fire Board Qualls - Commission Room         6:15pm

County Government Meetings

How to Make a Difference in Roane County

The Oliver Springs High School Land Judging team 
won 2nd place in the state land judging qualifying 
for the national competition in late April/ early May! 
Be on the lookout for fundraisers to support this 
team! If you would like to make a monetary 
contribution, email Kim Whitlock Abdulla at 
kwhitlo1@utk.edu
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The Roane County Health 
Department will provide flu shots 
December 5 at no cost to anyone 
who wishes to receive one at the 

health department located at 1362 
North Gateway Avenue in Rockwood 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm.  This will 
be a drive through Flu clinic, so you 
will not even have to get out of your 

car.  However, in the event of 
inclement weather, we will hold the 
clinic inside the conference room.

Drive Through Flu Shot
Congratulations Arlene Daugherty 
If you visited in the County Executive’s office anytime in the last 
15 years you were likely treated by Arlene Daugherty’s smiling 
face. Arlene began serving as a 
key administrative assistant 
when Ken Yager was the 
County Executive and 
continued with Ron Woody for 
his entire tenure until 
December the 21st. Stop by 
between 1-3pm on 12/21/18 to 
send Arlene off to a happy 
retirement in style!


