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 As many of you know I periodically will write articles for our local 
newspaper regarding County Government. I recently wrote an article, which 
after editing and rewriting, I decided not to send to the newspaper as most of 
the general public would not see interest in the subject matter. 

 On the other hand, readers of our monthly newsletter may have some 
interest, we published the article “Trying to Understand”, on the county web-
site (www.roanecountytn.gov) under County Executive’s Published Articles/
Speeches.  

 A portion of the article deals with engagement. My January newslet-
ter article mentioned the Department of Energy activities. I will say the last 
month we have been consumed with the DOE. I am sure you will read in the 
Roane County News in the next several issues more about a serious issue we 
are dealing with concerning sales tax exemptions.  

 Stay tuned. We must work to solve a legislative problem that is    
causing Roane County and our school system financial concerns.  
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Understanding County Government … by Ron Woody 

 

The Roane County  

Courthouse and  Court 

Offices will be closed on  

Monday, February 19, 

2018 in observance of 

President’s Day! 

The best thing about the future is that it comes one day 

at a time… ……    Abraham Lincoln 
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The hands of justice sometimes moved slowly in the 
history of Roane County.  One of the best examples 
is the killing of Thomas Galbreath in September of 
1884.  It took 25 years before anyone was tried for 
the killing, in spite of the fact that the murder took 
place in broad daylight in front of several witnesses.  
 

Willis Maberry was Tom Galbreath's brother-in-law 
and according to the records found in the Historic 
Roane County Courthouse archives, including a 
transcript of the trial in 1909, the shooting took 
place in Old Oakdale in Roane County (now re-
named Elverton) located between Harriman and 
Oliver Springs.  Testimony reveals that Thomas  
Galbreath was in the front yard of his brother's 
home with two other men, when Willis shot him 
with a shotgun hitting him in the left side, on the 
arm, the back of the neck and through the leg.   
             (Old Roane County Courthouse) 
 

Lucy Galbreath was sitting inside the house peeling apples when the shot rang out.  She rushed to the door, saw Maber-
ry with a gun in his hand pointed at Tom and called him not to shoot any more since he had already killed her pig.  Ma-
berry offered to pay Lucy for the pig, and did not shoot again.  The pig died instantly and Tom died about 24 hours lat-
er.  Some of the shots also went through a fence and Lucy's feather beds which were drying on the fence.  
 

Witnesses testified that Maberry shot from an ambush under porch steps of the house across the street.  The musket 
was found near the steps, and had recently been fired.  Another witness, John Staples, testified that Maberry had told 
him some months previous to the shooting that he was going to kill Galbreath "if powder will burn for cutting  
(stabbing) him”.  Other witnesses said the two men were close friends, but deputy sheriff, W.C. Lyles, testified that Ma-
berry told him he had been "cut" by Galbreath and was angry about it. 
  

Maberry took the stand on his own behalf and denied everything.  He did admit that he left Roane County soon after 
the killing "but not until after the funeral" and traveled extensively for about 25 years, working in places in St. Louis, 
MO., Baltimore, MD., Cincinnati, Ohio, and Nebraska.  According to relatives, Maberry came back to Roane County in 
1909, after the death of his father to claim part of the family's property and was arrested for the Galbreath killing.  
 

He was convicted for the crime in the historic courthouse in Kingston, and sentenced to life imprisonment.  The case 
was appealed to the Tennessee Supreme Court and upheld.  He was 
sent to the state prison in Nashville . . . but the story doesn't end 
here.  
 

While still being held in jail in Kingston, (pictured at the left) he 
began writing a poignant poem which was entitled "Roane County 
Prisoner."  He later finished the poem, it was set to music and be-
came quite popular after the turn of the century under the title, "The 
Hills of Roane County."  Many Roane County residents remember 
hearing it played on the radio in the 1930s and 40s.  The words to 
the song vary slightly, but the following is believed to be the first 
rendition:  
 

In the beautiful hills, in the midst of Roane County, There's where I 
have roamed, for many long years; There's where my poor heart's 
been tending most ever, There's where my first steps of misfortune 
I made.  
 
 

I was thirty years old when I courted and married, Amanda Gal-
breath was then called my wife.  Her brother stabbed me for some 
unknown reason; Just three months later, I'd taken Tom's life.  
 
 

For twenty years this old world I rambled; I went to old England, 

Did You Know About The Killer Poet …..by Jere Hall and Robert Bailey 



  

 

 

 

 

Sonia Eskridge Recognition………....Laura Conner, District Director 

 

Roane and Morgan County Health Departments 

Sonia Eskridge, Dental Assistant at the Roane County Health Department, was 
recently featured as the Young Adult Speaker at the Roane County NAACP and 
Greenwood School Education Foundation Freedom Fund Banquet.  She gave a 
very inspiring speech about responsibility and facing your fears.  Sonia shared 
the stage with Mistress of Ceremonies, Tearsa Smith, Anchor for WATE, the ABC 

affiliate station in Knoxville, along 
with the keynote speaker,     six-time 
Emmy Award winner and current 
Director for ESPN, Lewis Harkness, 
who is also a Roane   County native.  
Sonia is an active member in the organization serving as  Assistant           
Secretary.  She has also been involved in multiple PPI (Primary Prevention 
Initiative) projects partnering with the group.   
We are VERY proud of Sonia.       
 
Left to right:  
Tearsa Smith, Anchor WATE,   Mistress of Ceremonies,  
Lewis Harkness, Director ESPN,  
Sonia Eskridge, Dental Assistant, Roane County Health Department 
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Continued from page...2 
 
I was captured and tried in the village of Kingston.  Not a man in that county would speak a kind word.  When the 
jury came in with the verdict next morning, a lifetime of prison were the words that I heard.   
 

The train it pulled out; poor Mother stood weeping.  And sister, she sat all alone with a sigh.  The last words I heard 
were: "Willie, God bless you; Willie, God bless you, God bless you; goodbye."  

The train left the shed at about eleven thirty; The chains they did rattle, the handcuffs were tight  
When Sonny Gibson took the throttle the engine one-thirty was soon out of sight. 
 

In the scorching hot sun I've been toiling; Just working and worrying my poor life away.  You can measure my grave 
on the banks of old Cumberland, after I've finished the rest of my days.   
 

No matter what happened to me in Roane County; No matter how long my sentence may be, I love my old home way 
back in Roane County, Way back in the hills of East Tennessee.  

 

Maberry became ill while in prison, was released and returned to his home in the hills of Roane County.  Exactly when 
he was released is not known, but apparently he suffered from poor health the rest of his life.  He lived alone and his 
Galbreath kin folks made sure he had care and enough to eat.  

He died on October 30, 1925 in Knox County, TN and was buried in the County Cemetery. 
 

Sources for this article are: “The Rockwood Times”, newspaper, September 9, 1909; The State vs. Willis Maberry Loose 
Papers, Historic Roane County Archives; Oral history taken by Mrs. Andy Harvey from Richard Louis Galbreath, Tom 
Galbreath, Jr. (son of Tom Galbreath), and Frankie Galbreath Eskridge; Loose Papers, Historic Roane County Archives. 

Did You Know About The Killer Poet …..by Jere Hall and Robert Bailey 



  

 

 

ROANE COUNTY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY 

        WHERE:        Recycling Center,    215 White Pine Road, Harriman 37748 

WHEN:   Saturday, May 12, 2018 from 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. 

This one day event is a FREE and SAFE way to rid your home of household hazardous materials.  

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE INCLUDES 

Help keep Roane County clean and safe by properly disposing of 

your household hazardous waste. You are probably thinking you don't 

have any hazardous materials in your house. Surprisingly, many household items 

are flammable, corrosive, reactive, or toxic and should not be thrown into the gar-

bage. This is a great opportunity for you to make a difference by safely disposing 

of these materials. You are protecting the environment and others from being 

harmed.  

Only households are able to participate.  

Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator Waste (i.e. wastes from non – household sources such as businesses, schools, 

farms, churches, etc.) is acceptable by appointment only. Call 615-643-3170 to request a price quote and schedule an appointment.  

 

Please do not bring any medical/ infectious waste except needles and sharps in puncture- proof            

containers, explosives, radioactive materials (including smoke detectors), or any empty containers.   

 

*Alkaline batteries no longer contain mercury and therefore can be thrown away in the trash. 

 

PAINT IS ACCEPTED ON TUESDAYS AT THE POST OAK CONVENIENCE CENTER LOCATED AT: 123 POST 

OAK VALLEY ROAD IN ROCKWOOD. 

 

Please call the Roane County Recycling Center at 865-590-7779 for more information. 

 

Sponsored by Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
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Roane County Happenings 

FROM THE WORKBENCH FROM THE GARAGE FROM THE HOUSE FROM THE YARD 

Degreaser Antifreeze Art/ Craft supplies Fertilizer 

Paint thinner Gasoline Moth balls No – pest strips 

Stain remover Brake Fluid Floor cleaners Rodent Killer 

Fluorescent bulbs Engine degreaser Rechargeable batteries Herbicides 

Sealant Carburetor cleaner Drain cleaners Pool chemicals 

Wood Stripper Kerosene Photo chemicals Muriatic acids 

Solvent   Chemistry sets Pesticides 

Rust/Wood preservative   Metal/ Furniture polish Insect spray 



  

 

Wintery Scene at the Roane County Park 

Shelter 4’s playground nears completion at Roane County Park. Several improve-
ments have been made at the park to give the public a nice place for recreation. 
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 Roane County Park Updates...…          by Mike Beard 
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Highway Department Update… by Brian Matthews 

We want to thank Jamestown Assisted Living for continuing to be a great partner with Keep Roane Litter Free and also to 
thank them for allowing us to have their Recycle Tree from the Festival of Trees.  

We had a mudslide on Riggs Chapel that involved us having to shut down the road while we worked in the slide area. We 
would like to thank all the agencies in assisting us with that project and making sure the residents were notified about what 
was happening before their commute. We had a recent round of winter weather where we worked around the clock to keep 
Roane County moving and more importantly, keep Roane County safe. If you have any questions, feel free to contact us at 

882-9782. Thank you for allowing us to work for you!  

Mudslide on Riggs Chapel Road 

Commissioner Mike Hooks, Road Superintendent Dennis Fergu-

son and Commissioner Randy Ellis serving the County in the win-

tery weather. 



  

 

Please submit articles/items of interest to Arlene at arlene.daugherty@roanecountytn.gov by 
the 20th of the month ...Ron               
Check out the Roane County website…  www.roanecountytn.gov 

Page 7 County Executive’s Newsletter to the County Commission 

 

Walk Across Roane 

 

Looking for a unique and fun way to motivate your employees, church members, county      

residents, or students to become physically active? Maybe you are looking for a way to help 

motivate yourself to become more physically active. Try Walk Across Tennessee!  See more at 

http://walkacrosstn.org/ 

Walk Across Tennessee is a 6-week physical activity program for teams of four people. Team 

members do not have to walk together but can be a good source of motivation. Each team has a 

Captain who will report their weekly mileage as a team. The Captain will email team members 

weekly emails with tips, encouragement and the latest team totals to help keep you on track 

with your fitness goals.    

The teams will have a friendly competition to see who can log the most miles by walking,    

jogging, biking, dancing or other types of physical activity. Some may prefer to walk outside, 

while others walk on a treadmill. You may choose from a variety of activities by using physical 

activity equivalents. There will be 1st and 2nd place winners for the most "miles" of exercise! 

This year we will be having a group walk to kick off our event on March 5th at 4:30 pm at the 

Roane State Community College walking track. We will have a brief meeting prior to the walk. 

Please sign up for this online as well as other group walks scheduled throughout the 6 week 

period. Award ceremony date April 26th, location TBD.  

Registration is open Feb. 12th and needs to be completed by Feb. 26, 2018.  

Please email Kristina at kriscas@utk.edu for the link to register. 

Begin counting miles on March 5th. The final day to count miles is April 16th.  

Please call if you have any questions! 865-376-5558, Kristina Casterline, FCS Agent, Roane 

Walks  Coordinator. 

 

Walk Across Tennessee……... by Kristina Casterline 

http://walkacrosstn.org/
https://ag.tennessee.edu/fcs/Documents/PhysicalActivityEquivalents.pdf
https://ag.tennessee.edu/fcs/Documents/PhysicalActivityEquivalents.pdf
mailto:kriscas@utk.edu


  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
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Date Meeting Location Time 

February 1st  Environmental Review Board Conference Room 6:00 pm 

February 3rd Road Committee Workshop Courthouse/Travel 

to Roads 

9:00 am 

February 5th Property Committee QCR 6:30 pm 

February 6th Budget Committee Conference Room 6:00 pm 

February 8th Emergency Services Committee OES 6:15 pm 

February 12th County Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

February 13th Public Utility Board WWP 5:30 pm 

February 13th Fire Board QCR 6:15 pm 

February 15th Road Committee QCR 6:30 pm 

February 19th President’s Day Courthouse Closed CLOSED 

February 20th Agriculture Committee Ag. Extension 6:30 pm 

February 21st Board of Zoning Appeals QCR 6:00 pm 

February 21st Planning Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

February 26th Codes Enforcement QCR 7:00 pm 

County Executive’s Newsletter to the County Commission 

The VA Clinic located in the old Kroger shopping center in Harri-
man is in need of canned food and nonperishable food items to 
distribute to the Veterans they serve.  

They serve 1800 Veterans throughout the year, some who really 
struggle. These men and women are true heroes and deserve the 
best. If you would like to donate food you can drop it off at the 
Rockwood Community Center or at the VA Clinic. Please share this 
to spread the word and let's give back to those who gave the most.  

Thank you and God Bless. 

 

Roane County 
Veterans Service Offices 
2305 N. Gateway Ave. #2 
Harriman, TN 37748 
M-F 8:00am-4:00pm 
Directors:    Brian Dunn & Gary Woodall 
Office: 865-882-4015    Fax: 865-951-7471 

Veterans Service Office of Roane County 
Round About Roane        

Volunteers Needed 

Mid-East Community Action   
Agency is accepting applications for  
drivers for Round About Roane. 
Round About Roane is designed as a senior-
friendly, door to door transportation program for 
Roane County residents 60 years of age or older 
who need rides for essential trips including medical 
appointments, grocery shopping, and social service 
appointments. 
A transportation manager who is housed at the 
Senior Services Department will coordinate the 
rides and schedules. 
Round About Roane are the volunteers who drive 
their own personal vehicles to transport seniors to 
essential destinations. The number of volunteers 
will greatly influence the number of seniors that 
can be served. Contact information :  
Mid-East Community Action Agency, 315 East Race 
Street, Kingston TN 37763 (865) 248-8661 
 


