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Roane County!
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 What’s Up for the 2019 new calendar year (Jan-Dec)? We are halfway through our 2019 budget year (07/01/2018- 
06/30/19). The six-month offset between our calendar year and our budget year allows us to evaluate the county and 
understand what is needed to keep Roane County on the right trajectory. For the next several months our Accounting 
Department with the County Executive’s Office will be working with our departments putting together our capital plans and 
capital budgets. We are now working out our 20-year capital plans.  
 The Capital Plan proceeds accordingly: During the first of the calendar year, we began focusing on our capital 
plans: 1) To understand what assets need to be purchased, maintained or replaced according to local, state, and federal 
legislation and objectives. 2) Next, we incorporate the capital need with our county operational budgets which are 
implemented on the first of July. 3) Finally, the Capital and Operations Budgets are adopted. 

Here are a few of the capital issues under consideration.  
You can learn more about them in previous newsletters or read about them in upcoming issues here: 

D Schools (replacement or consolidation of physical assets) 
D Jail Expansion (property is purchased and preliminary designs are 
    being reviewed) 
D Poplar Creek Rd (funding is approved and plans are being designed) 
D Recreation Programs (currently working with a 17-year-old master plan) 
D Caney Creek Bridge Replacement (TDOT project with local impact) 

Additional Plans in Development: 

D Riley Creek Campground future plans and operations 
D Courthouse/Jail Parking 
D Ambulance Service Expansion into service area of Rockwood 
D Enhancement of County Fire Services (study underway) 
D Industrial Certified Site Development (reviewing inventory) 

Through the planning process, we have identified a few matters which 
will impact our path forward: 

D Kingston TVA Ash Spill 
D Involvement with the DOEs plans of reindustrialization, future federal 
    missions, community, business, industrial impact on Watts Bar Reservoir 
D Roane Academy, now known as the Youth Opportunity Center for Success 
    and Independence or Youth Opportunity found in the Roane County  
    Industrial Park  
D Asian carp and aquatic weeds 
D Accounting issue with Other Post-Employment Benefit (OPEB)  
    - See “Impacts of Accounting Regulation” on page 2 -  
D US Census (Roane County must start initial work in February 2019) 
D More to come... 

So buckle-up, Roane County ’s, $100,000,000 budget works begin now. 

What’s up for the New Calendar Year?



 When the 
manufacturing 
industry pulled their 
resources out of 
Roane County, the 
Workforce Network 
made lemonade out 
of lemons by 
redirecting skilled 

employees into local government. We are 
grateful to the WFN for bringing Betty Crowe’s 
effortless, classic style, beautiful personality, 
and dedicated work ethic to the County 
Trustee’s office for the last 15 years. 
Bon Voyage Betty, we will miss the click 
of your heals!
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Impacts of Accounting Regulations   
{Ron Woody, Roane County Executive} 

 What do Employee Benefits and landfills have in 
common? Impacts of Accounting Regulations. This article 
may appear boring at first but it is of utmost importance 
that we understand the major changes that will impact our 
county’s financial standing. Roane County signed a 
contract with the State of Tennessee in lieu of performance 
bond for $4,565,334 in February 1998. To my knowledge, 
this was the first acknowledgment of our landfill liability for 
landfill post-closure care costs. The next year the county 
had to spend around two million dollars to close the 
landfill. The liability was real and the money was real. Each 
year, for the past 20 years, the liability is reexamined and 
the county still has liability around $200,000. Every year 
the county spends current property tax money on a landfill 
that is not generating revenue. This year our cost will be 
around $100,000.  
 Health Insurance, due to retirees being eligible to 
continue to participate now the county has a liability noted 
on the county’s financial records. Current liability estimates 
the county general government is $4,284,000, school 
liability is $12,648,000 split with the state portion 
$4,939,000, and the county portion $8,709,000. The 
liability will be an outlay of money.  
 The State’s November power point begins the 
county’s process of understanding and addressing the 
issue and can be found in the OPEB Liability and Local 
Government Plan in Executive Summary #65a. There will 
be more to come as the county begins considering and 
addressing this liability.

Click here for a YouTube video with an aerial view of 
Roane County Park & The Iron Pig Course.

Disc Golf Tournament Attracts People 
from 25 Cities in 3 States 
{Mike Beard, Director of Parks and Recreation} 

On the eleventh of November, 
eighty disc golfers 
from 25 cities in 
Tennessee, Georgia, 
and Ohio 
descended upon 
Roane County Park 
for the Smoky 
Mountain Discs (SMD) 
Iron Pig Disc Golf Tournament. This isn’t the first 
time SMD has lured golfers from near and far to 
Roane County for disc golf tournaments, nor will it 
be the last. SMD owner, Kevin Harris believes that 
Roane County Park is the nicest disc golf park in 
the Knoxville area, further noting how clean and 
well designed it is. This is due in large part to the 
Roane County Parks and Recreation staff. Thanks 
also go to the Roane County Disc Golf Club who 
showed up early to go over every inch of their 
home course. The interest in the tournament was 
so high that SMD’s Director of Tournament 
Standards and Course Design, Stephen Adcock, 
and the Roane County Parks and Rec team had to 
work together to add three temporary holes to the 
course. Each division of golfer, from Pro Masters to 
Recreational competed for their share of the prize 
money from the entry fees. Chris Dickerson of 
Limestone TN, currently ranked 6th in the world, 
won the open. At the end of the day, everyone 
from first place to the last place enjoyed dining, 
playing and resting in Roane County.

https://youtu.be/qUAHPcMXQk4
https://youtu.be/qUAHPcMXQk4
https://roanecountytn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Ex-Summ-65A-OPED-Liability-Presentation.pdf
https://youtu.be/qUAHPcMXQk4
https://youtu.be/qUAHPcMXQk4
https://roanecountytn.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/Ex-Summ-65A-OPED-Liability-Presentation.pdf


 We had our 1st organizational meeting with the new 
Road Committee. They elected Benny East as Chairman and 
Ben Gann as Secretary, took a tour of our facility, and 
learned about what we do at the Roane County Highway 
Department. The Road Committee is made up of  Shannon 
Hester, Jerry White, Benny East, Ben Gann, and Mike Hooks. 

Highway - {Dennis Ferguson, Road Superintendent} 

 Thank you to everyone for coming out and helping us 
with our Community Secure Shred and Recycle Day. We were 
able to recycle 1,280 pounds of various recyclable material 
and 1,245 pounds of paper that were securely shredded.  
 The 3 R's Club is always assisting us with Keep Roane 
Litter Free and in various projects around their school and 
Harriman. Last month, Ms. Kaye France and the 3 R's Club of 
Bowers Elementary spent the afternoon with us and seeing 
what we do. 

 We wrapped up at the Christmas Parade season 
and we want to thank all of the elected officials for 
participating and making the float happen. As always, if we 
can be of any assistance to you please let us know.
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Economic & Community 
Development Opportunities  
{Pam May, Interim President & CEO, Alliance} 

 Tennessee’s Department of Economic 
& Community Development has established 
176 tracts in the state that are qualified 
Opportunity Zones, providing tax benefits to 
investors through Opportunity Funds.  One of 
those tracts is in Roane County (census tract 
47145030600). Through the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017, established by Congress, 
Tennessee established these zones that offer 
incentives to invest in low-income 
communities. By re-investing capital gains into 
an Opportunity Fund, three types of tax 
benefits are available:  temporary deferral, a 
step-up basis, and permanent exclusion on 
capital gains accrued after the initial 
investment.  
 Qualifying investments include 
multifamily housing, industrial development, 
brownfield redevelopment, retail 
development, operating businesses and a 
variety of other investments. Additionally, 
these investments can be paired with almost 
any federal, state or local incentive.   
 Justin Snow, Director of Economic 
Development, the Roane Alliance, attended a 
seminar provided by the state to learn more 
about the incentives.  In addition, developers 
have shown interest in finding investors for 
projects within the Roane County tract. 
 To learn more details about the 
opportunities visit tn.gov/ecd/opportunity-
zones.html or if interested in investing in 
Roane County contact Justin at 865.376.2093 
x202 or jsnow@roanealliance.org.

https://www.tn.gov/ecd/opportunity-zones.html
https://www.tn.gov/ecd/opportunity-zones.html
https://www.tn.gov/ecd/opportunity-zones.html
https://www.tn.gov/ecd/opportunity-zones.html


 Many Roane County students received awards in the 
county and regional Market Hog Show December 15th, and 
many more participated. The students involved learn a variety 
of animal science and agriculture skills. Towards the end of 
January, you can help support this project by purchasing one 
(or half) of the hogs. Please contact the UT Extension for 
more information 865.376.5558.

 As automation and related technology are 
poised to define gainful employment, The Full Metal 
Jackets Robotics Team are learning the skills needed to 
compete in a rapidly evolving job market. FMJ students 
even come to develop these cutting-edge skills on their 
day off. Three cheers for these students who take the 
future into their own hands.

 The Midway High School FFA Chapter thanks the following clubs and teams for sponsoring the Midway Elementary 
Angel Tree: HOSA, FBLA, Drama Club, Boys and Girls Basketball, Agriscience, Landscaping and Turf, and Agri Classes. We 
are grateful to live in a  community whose schools can work together for the betterment of our students!

Roane County Schools Make a Difference
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The Speaker of the House of Representatives 
With Longest Tenure in History Was Born in Roane 
County {Robert Bailey, Roane County Historian} 

Samuel Taliaferro Rayburn, was born 6 Jan 1882 in Roane 
County, TN to William Marion and Martha (Waller) Rayburn and 
died 15 Nov 1961 in Bonham, Texas. In 1887, he with his 
parents moved to Texas. He was elected to U.S. Congress in 
1912 from the Fourth Congressional District of Texas and was 
U.S. Speaker of the House from 1940 to 1961, except for the 
years 1947-1949 and 1953-1955. The Interstate 40 bridge 
across the Clinch River in Roane County is named after him.
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1st CLOSED   
3rd Environmental Review Board - County Exec’s Conf Room  6:00 pm 
8th County Board of Public Utilities - Waste Water Plant   5:30 pm 
8th Fire Board - Qualls Commission Room    6:15 pm 
10th Emergency Service - Office of Emergency Services   6:15 pm 
14th County Commission - Qualls Commission Room   7:00 pm 
16th Board of Zoning Appeals - Qualls Commission Room   6:00 pm 
16th Planning Commission - Qualls Commission Room   7:00 pm 
28th Building and Codes Committee - Qualls Commission Room  6:30 pm

County Government Meetings

Jan
uar

y
*2

019
*

Roane County Animal Shelter  
{Stacey McElhaney, Director Roane 
County Animal Shelter} 

The 5th Annual Santa Paws was a 
holiday success thanks to Earl Duff 
Subaru, the ASPCA, the Roane County 
Animal Shelter Staff, Planned Pethood, Santa, and lots 
of amazing volunteers. Four cats and fourteen dogs 
met their new families. Thanks to the ASPCA grant All 
adoptable pets were spayed, neutered, and rabies 
vaccinated allowing the Animal Shelter to waive all 
fees. Pet owners paid $5 to get their pet’s photo taken 
with Santa. There were raffles, door prizes and by the 
end of the day, they raised $850.

**
**
*

*

**Santa*Paws**
**
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