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This time of the year we generally start writing about the up and coming County 
Budget, but we shall pause and write about an outstanding Budget Committee 
member who passed on February 21, 2018 at the age of 63, Steve Kelley. Steve 
joined the Roane County Budget Committee in September 2011 and served       
faithfully representing all of Roane County as a member.  

Steve was elected from the Oliver Springs, Orchard View and Oak Hills voter     
precincts and was a resident of the city of Oak Ridge, TN. He represented his district 
and Roane County with the upmost integrity and was always inquisitive and fair in 
his approach to governance. 

Steve was a quiet leader who earned respect from his fellow Commissioners. He had 
a passion for education but was concerned about all County Government services 
and the employees of the County. He loved his wife Renee and three (3) boys.  

Steve was raised on Dearmond Road in the South of the River community and  
graduated from Roane County High School. He served our Country in the U.S. Navy 
and worked at Third Dimension Technologies as he was a self-taught programmer 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in business from Tusculum College. Steve served 
with various volunteer organizations including as an executive member of the 
Roane County Democratic Party.  

Steve will be missed by his family, his friends, and his fellow workers and         
Commission colleagues. 

Steve we will miss your friendship and government leadership.  
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The Roane County  

Courthouse and  Court     

Offices will be closed on  

Friday, March 30, 2018 in 

observance of Good  

Friday! 



  

 

Page 2 County Executive’s Newsletter to the County Commission 

 

The last execution that took place in Roane 
County was the hanging of Isaac Fain in the 
courtyard of the historic courthouse in         
November 1884. Fain had been tried and    
convicted of murdering Thomas Curren.  

The case was a spectacular one and was well 
covered in newspapers of the day, (often with 
conflicting information) but the salient facts 
seem to be as follows: 

Fain worked as a section hand on the Cincin-
nati Southern Railroad. He was a small black 
man about 21 years old with a violent temper. 
On March 29, 1884, while working near 
Emory Gap, he had an altercation with his  
section boss, Thomas Curren. Sharp words    
exchanged between the two men and Fain was 
fired. He hung around the work site most of the day, muttering threats against Curren, then left in the 
late afternoon and returned with a double barreled shot gun. 

He stayed out of sight until he had a clear shot at Curren, cursed him and emptied the gun into his    
victim's back, killing him instantly. 

Fain threw down his gun and fled to the mountains. A large party of men scoured the countryside for 
about a week until he was captured near Loudon. He was jailed at Kingston, but moved to Loudon for 
safe keeping because of word that a large lynching party was on the way. 

He was later returned to Kingston, charged and tried for first degree murder in the historic court-
house. After about 40 minutes of deliberation, the jury brought in a guilty verdict and he was            
sentenced to death. Although his case was appealed to the Tennessee Supreme Court, the death        
sentence was upheld. 

Fain spent the last months of his life studying the Bible and praying while a gallows was being built on 
the south lawn of the historic courthouse. The scaffold was walled with boards on three sides, and   
canvas covering on the east (Third Street) side. On the fateful day of his execution in November 1884, 
he was led to the gallows by the sheriff, securely shackled. After he climbed the steps to the platform, 
the canvas was thrown back and Fain faced a crowd of 3,000 to 4,000 people who had come to town to 
witness his execution. 

The doomed man then preached a sermon, confessing his crime and urging his audience to turn aside 
from sin and accept God. He stated he was ready to go to Jesus, saying, "It is much better that I die   
today and go to glory than to live out my sinful life and go to hell." 

As he stood with the rope around his neck, he uttered his last words: "I ain't scared one bit, hanging 
ain't anything. Tell Aunt Julia I'm going home on the evening train." 

After he was hanged and pronounced dead, Ellen Curren, the 16-year-old sister of Thomas Curren,   
entered the enclosure and stared at the body, leaving with an expression of pity on her face and tears 
in her eyes. 

The Chattanooga Daily Times stated: "The last legal hanging in Roane County previous to this occurred 
in 1860 when Joseph Jones . . . was executed for outraging his mistress." 

Did You Know About….The Last Execution that Happened in Roane County?  

          byRobert Bailey and Jere Hall 

The Roane County Jail in 1884 
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Highway Department Update… by Brian Matthews 

It has been BUSY at the Roane County Highway Department. We had another round of winter weather 
that we worked thru to keep roads open and people safe. We also received another shipment of salt in 
case we have another round of winter weather.  

The bridge at Blue Springs was also out for construction. We had our initial meeting with TDOT about 
the Caney Bridge Replacement.  

In the month of January, we picked up 3,390 pounds of litter off the roads. If you would like to help us 
by adopting a highway, please give us a call at 882-9782. We also want to thank the Roane State Base-
ball team for once again adopting their stadium and turning all of their home games into litter free 
events. If you have any questions, please feel free to get in contact with us.  



  

 Please submit articles/items of interest to Arlene at arlene.daugherty@roanecountytn.gov by the 
20th   of the month ...Ron         Check out the Roane County website…  www.roanecountytn.gov 

The article below describes why your Parks and  
Recreation Department along with resources from 
the County Executive’s Office and the Health         
Department work together to pursue Grants like the 
HABE (Healthy Act Built Environment) grant. This 
project holds the potential to provide our citizens 
with another opportunity to improve their health. 

Study: Obesity by Age 35 -- If Current Trends 
Continue, That's What More Than Half of 
U.S. Children Can Expect  

Researchers at Harvard University collected height and 

weight data from longitudinal studies covering over 

40,000 children and adults. Using new computational 

methods and a statistical approach, the analysis shows 

that obesity will be a significant  problem for most chil-

dren, and that children who are already overweight or 

obese have as little as a 1 in 10 chance of not being obese 

adults. The study also found that racial and ethnic dispar-

ities are present in children by age 2, and that they persist 

into adulthood. These statistics highlight the importance 

of promoting healthy food and beverages and encouraging 

physical activity in children.  

 

Tennessee’s new 

online voter   

registration   

system offers a 

convenient way 

for voters to  

easily register or change their addresses. The 

website is https://ovr.govote.tn.gov. 
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Roane County Park Motivated for 

Healthy Living……...by Mike Beard 
Oak Ridge EM Clears Way for ETTP Eco-

nomic Development 

The Oak Ridge Office of Environmental Management 
transferred almost 200 acres to the community for      
redevelopment. The area was once occupied by the    
massive K-31 and K-33 gaseous diffusion uranium en-

richment buildings. It is the largest land transfer at the 
East Tennessee Technology Park to date. 

 

 Secretary Tre Hargett joined Governor Bill Haslam, Treasurer David H. Lillard, 

Jr., Speaker Beth Harwell, and Finance & Administration Commissioner Larry Martin 

for presentations to all three major credit rating agencies to maintain the state’s triple AAA bond 

rating. Tennessee is one of only twelve states in the nation with this coveted distinction. 



  

 

ROANE COUNTY  

HOUSEHOLD  

HAZARDOUS  

WHERE:   Recycling Center, 

215 White Pine Road,  

Harriman, TN 37748 

WHEN:     Saturday, May 12, 

2018 from 9:00 A.M. until  

2:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

This one day event is a FREE 

and SAFE way to rid your 

home of household hazardous 

materials.   

Contact Information:  

865-590-7779 

Please call the Roane County   

Recycling Center at 865-590-7779 

for more information. 

Sponsored by Tennessee  

Department of Environment 

and Conservation 

 

 

Congratulations to Lynn Farnham, Purchasing Agent on re-

ceiving the East Tennessee Purchasing Association 2017 Volun-

teer of the Year Award for her numerous contributins to the 

ETPA organization. She has served as treasurer for more than 

ten years and has officially held an officer role for the ETPA 

longer than any other member.  

Keep Roane Litter Free Event!  
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News and Notes…. 

Serving the Public ... 

Dr. John Merwin sent a letter to County Executive, Ron Woody 

expressing his appreciation for one of Roane County Recycling 

Center employees, Brian Sternowski, who assisted Dr. Merwin 

with unloading his truck at a center. Dr. Merwin had some heavy 

wood he began to unload from his truck when Brian came over to 

offer some help. Dr. Merwin told Brian he would get it unloaded 

in time, he just had some back problems, but Brian insisted on 

helping unload the wood for him. 

Mr. Merwin stated that Brian’s response to him was “I am here 

for our customers”, which is unusual in this day and age for a 

young man to set the standard for customer service that high. 

Thank you, Brian, for being an exemplary employee in serving 

the citizens of Roane County. We appreciate your willingness to 

help. 
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Roane County Health Department Event… by Laura Conner 

The Roane County Health Department has been giving free Flu Shots for a while and on Friday, February 16, 
2018, we participated in a statewide event with all other health departments in Free Flu Shot Friday.  The Flu 
has been particularly difficult this year.  A Flu shot is still one of the best ways that you can prevent the illness 
for yourself and for others who may not be able to take a shot.  It’s not too late and we still have FREE vaccine 
available. Staff members who helped in this event include Kelsey Webster, PHOA, Ashley Davis, LPN, and Candy 
Monroe, PHOA. (Pictured below on the right) 



  

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
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Date Meeting Location Time 

March 1st Environmental Review Board CR 6:00 pm 

March 5th Ad-Hoc Fire Truck Spec Committee OES 6:15 pm 

March 6th Courthouse Security QCR 6:30 pm 

March 8th Emergency Service OES 6:15 pm 

March 9th Jail Study & Property Cmte Joint Mtg. Midtown Fire Dept. 10:00 am 

March 13th Public Utilities WWP 5:30 pm 

March 13th Fire Board QCR 6:15 pm 

March 15th Industrial Liaison Roane Alliance 5:00 pm 

March 15th Road Committee QCR 6:30 pm 

March 19th County Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

March 20th Budget Committee CR 6:00 pm 

March 21st Board of Zoning QCR 6:00 pm 

March 21st Planning Commission QCR 7:00 pm 

March 22nd Budget Committee CR 6:00 pm 

March 26th Codes Enforcement QCR 6:30 pm 

March 29th Budget Committee CR 6:00 pm 

March 30th Courthouse Closed (Good Friday) CLOSED  
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Roane County Commission Meeting Changed for March 2018 
 
The regular scheduled Roane County Commission meeting for March 
12, 2018 has been rescheduled for Monday, March 19, 2018 at 7:00 
p.m. The meeting will be held in the Qualls Commission Room on the 
2nd floor of the Courthouse at 200 East Race Street, Kingston, TN.  
The Commission agenda is set twelve (12) days before the meeting and 
is published on the following website: www.roanecountytn.gov.  Also 
posted on the website are the dates of committee meetings (with agen-
das if available) and Commission minutes after they are approved. 

Don’t forget to set your 

clocks forward!  

Sunday, March 11, 2018. 


