
Founder’s Day: Pause and Honor Our County’s 
Treasures  
{Amber Cofer, Assistant to the County Executive} 

Roane County was officially founded on November 6, 1801. In 
2007 Roane County began celebrating Roane County’s Birthday 
with the Founder’s Day Celebration by naming a Class of Roane 
Treasures each year. Every year we pause to honor the individuals 
who have shaped Roane County into the county it is today. These 
individual have made tremendous contributions not only to our 
county but also the state and nation. The Treasures are individuals 
who have helped shape the county’s history through different 
endeavors. 

Roane County will be honoring the following individuals at this 
year’s Founder’s Day Celebration:  

Roane Treasures (70-90 years old):  
 James Little, Dillard Moore, Earl Nall, Jessie June Raby 
Nelson, and Alton Richards. 
Golden Treasures (90 years or older):  
Gerald Lay, Charles Harris, and Warren Kocher 

We welcome all to celebrate Roane County’s 217th birthday as we honor the Twelfth Class of Roane 
Treasures. Among those honored will be the first African American coal tester at TVA in Kingston, a senior 
fitness instructor, Boys and Girls Clubs mentors, military veterans and a WWII POW survivor.
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portfolio consists of 14 active loans and 23 loans 
that have been fully repaid.  Each business loan is 
classified as a fixed asset or working capital loan. In 
a fixed asset loan, the money is used for the 
construction or renovation of real property or the 
purchase of equipment. Proceeds from a working 
capital loan are used to fund the day to day 
operations of a business, typical of a startup. 
 As of June 30, 2018, Roane County has 
invested $2,877,604 in local business and has 
generated $449,923 in interest income. There have 
been 871 jobs created and 369 jobs saved. Roane 
County’s EDA Board consists of members of the 
community who have specialized knowledge of 
lending and economic development. The County 
Executive serves as chair, the Board also includes a 
representative from the Industrial Development 
Board, a local bank officer, and two area business 
owners. This board approves loans that make it past 
the general vetting process before any funds are 
distributed. Because this involves federal funding, 
the County files a semiannual report to the US 
Department of Commerce to ensure appropriate 
internal control structures are being followed. 
 To be considered eligible for these funds, you 
must be establishing or expanding a business 
within the boundaries of the Roane County EDA 
plan.  Hopefully, this article has given a bit of 
background on what this important program does 
and, more importantly, how it’s helping grow the 
economy of our wonderful county.

New Agribusiness Loan Program  
{Jamie Kinard - Roane County Executive’s Office 
Grants Coordinator} 
 The East Tennessee Development District 
(ETDD) received funding from the Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture (TGA) to start a new 
agribusiness loan program. These low-interest 
revolving loans are to stimulate farm and agribusiness 
income. The offer is to aid in the purchase of 
machinery and equipment that create, retain jobs or 
produce new markets for locally produced farm 
products. This new loan program is operated by the 
ETDD with oversight by the TGA. The max loan 
amount set is $25k. All loans have a minimum interest 
rate of 4.0% (2% below prime) for a max of 7 years.  
 Applicants must be a Tennessee resident and 
18 years or older as of the first of the year. Applicants 
must operate a farm or agribusiness and demonstrate 
ability/ financial capacity to operate.  
 Tennessee farmers can procure buildings, 
greenhouses, remodel projects, aquaculture 
production ponds, harvesting, and processing 
equipment, beehives, coolers, irrigation, permanent 
fencing, livestock equipment, and grain storage. 
Tractors, property, travel, and salaries are a few of the 
ineligible criteria. More details will be available in 
December. 
Revolving Loan Fund: Growing Jobs in Roane 
County {Amber Cofer, Loan Manager & Jennifer 
Suter, Reporting Officer} 
 In 1987, Roane County Government received 
Revolving Loan Funds (RLF) from the U.S. Economic 
Development Agency (EDA) for the establishment of 
the Roane County Economic Development Revolving 
Loan Fund.  
 These funds were obtained to provide low-
interest loans to local businesses, create new jobs, 
retain existing jobs and aid small business 
development.  In essence, Roane County will act as a 
“bank” and accept the responsibilities of a 
commercial lender when making an RFL loan to a 
local business.  
 This program allows Roane County to play an 
active role in helping to create jobs and expand the 
business base in our community.  Currently, our 
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If you would like more 
information on the 
requirements and 
eligible activities 
regarding the EDA 
Loan, you may contact 

the EDA Loan Manager, 
Amber Cofer at the County 

Executive’s Office at 
865.717.4103 or come by the County Executive’s 
Office and pick up an information packet.
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Highway Department {Dennis Ferguson - Road 
Superintendent} It has been busy at the RCHD! In 
addition to preparing for the upcoming winter 
weather, we have been working all over the 
county getting things done. We have been 
working and meeting with County 
Commissioners. We have had to deal with a 
beaver dam in the Oliver Springs area. We are 
out and about paving in different districts. We 
are excited that after a weather delay that the 
Bailey Lane Bridge project is moving forward. We 
also want to thank the 3 R's Club at Bowers 
Elementary for working with us to help Keep 
Roane Litter Free. If you have any questions, feel 
free to contact us at 865.882.9782.

Cutter = $4600, Spreader = $4200 Ram = 
$4600, Jaws of Life = Priceless {Scott Stout - 
Director of Office of Emergency Services Special 
Thanks to Chuck Hiatt, Captain of Operations & 
Training Officer} 
 First responders must train and receive 
various certifications to qualify for the job, but the 
learning never ends. In any vocation, there are 
those who show up when scheduled, check the 
necessary boxes, then wait for the clock to mark 
the end of the day. Conversely, there are those 
determined souls who are not satisfied to watch 
time pass, who have their craft in mind in the 
shower, when falling asleep (If they sleep), or out 
on the water. The ones who ask, “What can we 
learn? How can we do this better, faster next time?” 
are the proactive team members every employer 
hopes for. When the Roane County Firefighters 
experience periods of time between emergencies 
and they are not recovering from assisting the 
Sheriff's secure the safety of a crime scene 
overnight or working alongside our volunteer 
firefighters to put out the last house fire out on 
New Hope Road, you can find them using that time 
proactively honing their skills. Last Thursday, 
October the 4th, Mike’s Auto body donated a white 
minivan to the county to learn how to use familiar 
tools for new techniques.  
 The Jaws of Life, so named for their ability to 
keep people from the jaws of death, are a set of 
hydraulic powered tools that fall into three 
categories, spreaders, cutters, and rams.  
AVG COST $4600 The spreaders hydraulic 
powered arms come to a narrow tip that can be  
   …continued on page 4 

To All The Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, & Mamaw’s 
To All The Survivors

Roane County Stands With You

In Honor of Roane County Government’s very 
own survivor, Arlene Daugherty (First row second 
from the left).

Apply Online Now!
2020census.gov/jobs

2020 Census Jobs

Form D-482C
September 2018

 
 Excellent pay
 Flexible hours
 Paid training
 Temporary jobs

1-855-JOB-2020
(1-855-562-2020)

Federal Relay Service: (800) 877-8339 TTY / ASCII
www.gsa.gov/fedrelay

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer
(The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer )



inserted into small gaps between metal panels and expand holes or pry doors from their hinges. 
Conversely, the spreader can be used to compress.  
AVG COST $4200 The cutter is a hydraulic pair of shears powerful enough to cut through your 
vehicle. (AVG COST $1000 replacement blades) 
AVG COST $4600 Extension rams are expanding cylinders that are placed in strategic points in the 
structure to open up space with hydraulic power. 
 This may seem simple enough before you start to think a little deeper about the problem. 
Does this part need to be pried apart before pinching another area? Do we need to pry something 
apart before cutting it open?  Then consider the varying makes and models of cars each year, let 
alone over the last century. Each decade’s advancements in alloys, structural, and safety standards 
bring new levels of safety and new challenges for those who are there for us when things have gone 
terribly wrong. In a time when the growing pains and benefits of technology dance the line between 
progress and egress an agent of our change, Steve Jobs, reminds us that, “Technology is nothing. 
What's important is that you have faith in people, that they're basically good and smart, and if you 
give them tools, they'll do wonderful things with them.” As taxpayers we employ a team of four 
firefighters who go beyond what is officially required; We pay for the tools they need to pry us from 
harm and in turn, they train to wield them better today than yesterday. 

What Does Roane County United 
Way Do and Why Should You Care?  
{Dina Jackson, Roane County United 
Way} 

I’m approached every so often with “I 
know United Way helps folks, but what 

do you all do?” Roane County United 
Way (RCUW) is first committed to improving the lives of the 
most vulnerable people in our community by supporting 
efforts that provide basic needs such as food, clothing, 
shelter, and services that keep them safe and healthy. We 
work with programs, partnerships and agency services that 
invest in information services, transitional shelters and 
housing, food programs and emergency assistance.  We 
focus on Education, Health and Self -Sufficiency of 
our citizens that want the opportunity to better themselves  

   …continued on page 5 

Roane County  
Fire Department Reminder 

1. Install smoke alarms in every 
sleeping room & outside each 
separate sleeping area because 
closed doors slow the spread of 
smoke, heat, and fire.  

2. Install alarms on every level. 

3. Test your smoke alarms at least 
once a month. Press the test 
button to be sure the alarm is 
working. 

4. When a smoke alarm sounds, get 
outside and stay outside.
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Visitors Spend Millions in Roane  
{Pam May - Interim President & CEO, Roane Alliance} 

 

 Visitors spent $69.82M in Roane County in 
2017, based on the latest numbers from the U.S. 
Travel Association and the Tennessee Department of 
Tourist Development. This was an increase of 
$2.33M over 2016 and one of the largest increases 
in the past five years. In fact, visitor spending has 
increased by $7.63M just in the last four years, which 
is almost double the prior four years that only saw an 
increase of $2.75M. 
 How does this affect our residents? Every 
Roane County household would have had to pay 
$353 more in taxes last year without the $7.89M 
generated by visitors who spent money in Roane. In 
addition, 70 new jobs have been created in the 
hospitality industry since 2013, now totaling 490 
jobs. 
 The state announced this year that tourism is 
the 2nd largest industry in Tennessee. Roane County 
has the perfect location, quality of life and assets to 
benefit more every year. One of the most successful 
marketing campaigns, Soak in Roane, continues to 
market Roane like never before, bringing in more 
events and more visitors. So next time you see an 
out-of-state license plate or know someone isn’t 
“from ‘round here” welcome them and encourage 
them to check out your favorite place to eat or shop 
because the longer they stay and the more they 
spend helps every Roane County household save 
money.

through: Education: We keep track of 
kindergarten readiness, third-grade reading 
proficiencies, and employment success. We 
support programs that promote: school 
readiness, workforce skills development and 
disabled children reach milestones.  
Health: We're improving the health of our entire 
community through resources, support, and 
investment in nutrition and fitness, mental health 
services and preventative screenings and 
leading the way in service gaps such as dental 
services for working adults with no insurance.  
Self Sufficiency: Stable employment and 
financial literacy provide a solid foundation for 
families and individuals to thrive. We're helping 
individuals and families build strong, stable 
foundations through resources and programs 
that enable them to achieve stable employment 
and financial literacy.  
 We do this by partnering with local non-
profit organizations, supporting them through 
grants, providing workshops, and guidance 
when needed. This past year our community 
volunteer panel (made up of individuals from 
various experienced backgrounds) reviewed 
financial reports, service models and service 
impact of partner organizations. This panel 
recommended that the RCUW financially 
support 22 programs that met with our mission.  
 We organize the Teacher’s Supply Closet, 
host a MyFreeTaxes site, provide networking 
opportunities through our interagency meetings 
and more. 
 Why Should You Care? Roane County 
United Way inspires and creates positive 
movement for non-profits and the community. 
By providing training, professional development, 
and collaboration, RCUW pushes our community 
forward into innovative thinking-helping our 
“home” to move forward and to be successful. 
So please consider supporting the Roane 
County United Way.  

GIVE. ADVOCATE. VOLUNTEER.
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from & be entertained by books. Please take every chance 
you can to encourage our students to be readers; they 
need to hear & see both fiction & non-fiction material. 
Books, magazines, comic books, newspapers, & even food & 
product labels can introduce students to new vocabulary & 
learning experiences.

Harriman community member & Roane County Commissioner 
Allen Hickman stopped by Bowers Elementary to read 
“Recess Queen” to 2nd-graders. Hickman helped teach 
students the importance of reading & how you can learn 

Congratulations to MHS's Linda Galyon for being named 
SSC Service Solutions, "Employee of the Year!"  Presenting 

Mrs. Linda with her award is Coach Hoyal 
Humphreys and SSC Regional Director Jennifer 
Friz. Thank you for ALL that you do for 
Midway High, Mrs. Linda!!

Reasons to #ReadtoRoane*1 in 4 c h i l d re n in Amer ica grow up without learn ing how to read.

*Stud ents who don't read prof ic i e ntly by the 3r d grad e are 4 ti me more l i ke ly to dro pout of sc hoo l. 
*Read ing to c h i l d re n has a positive e f f ect on l it eracy rates.

contest! Isabella Gouge will be representing 
Harriman High in the state competition!
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Isabella Gouge, Amya Love, & Haley Brackett 
placed 1st, 2nd, & 3rd respectively in the Roane 
County Soil Conservation Watershed poster 

Midway High & Greenback High joined forces October 19th at Midway High School to  

Honor & Recognize  
All Veterans For Their Service!

Roane County Schools

recor d ing yourse l f read ing a book & post w/#ReadtoRoan e or Ema i l e lovin@roan esc hoo l s.com
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CASA needs volunteers to work the 
front desk, design marketing 

strategies, enter data, create 
handouts, & manage social 
media. Contact Heather Francis-
Moore, Executive Director 
865-717-4186 

heather@casaninth.org to learn 
more.

Head Start volunteers are 
needed to read, play, & 
interact with young children, 
birth to age five. Contact 

Millicent Fritts 865.376.2308 
x 222 mfritts@mecaa.net to 

learn more. 

Treasures from  
Roane County’s Past  

{Robert Bailey -  
Roane County Historian}  

In November, Roane County living 
“treasures” are recognized.  Let us 
take a moment to remember a few 
past Roane Countians who made 
their mark in our history.  As time 
permits I will list more of these. 

 Thomas N. Clark, Sr. - Thomas 
N. Clark, Sr. was born 1763 May 5, 
probably in Scotland and died 1847 
Oct 21 in Roane County.  He married 
Susannah Randolph Payne 
(1768-1842).  Clark was one of the 
first seven commissioners of 
Kingston of 1799.  He was a charter 
member of Bethel Presbyterian 
Church in Kingston and a Trustee of 
the Rittenhouse Academy.  He rented 
the ferry across the Clinch River at 
Kingston from an Indian named 
Doublehead for $600 per year.  At 
that time only Indians could own 
ferries and toll gates into the Indian 
Territory which was West of the 
Clinch River at that time.   It later 
became known as Clark’s Ferry.  
Clark’s “Big Spring” supplied the 
water of Kingston until the building 
of Watts Bar Dam.  In many ways, he 
is considered the father of Kingston.  
He and his wife are buried in the 
Bethel-Kingston Cemetery.

The Boys & Girls Club of Roane 
County need homework tutors/
students from 3:30-4:30 two or 
three times a week. We are 
especially interested in tutors 

proficient in algebra and 
science. Zack McFarland, Unit 

Director zmcfarland@bgccv.org for 
more information.

Become a Volunteer 
Firefighter in Roane 
County! 

VolunteerFireTN.com 
1.844.865.8366

Help our Animal Shelter find 
homes for pets & reduce stray 

animal intake. Donations can 
be made via paypal or to 
Planned Pethood 3699 
Harriman Highway, Harriman, 

TN 37748 865.882.9966
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   Become a 4-H Volunteer 
and help create life-
changing experiences for 
youth in Roane County. Find 
the 4-H program club or 

project for you by contacting 
Kim Whitlock Abdulla 

kwhitlo1@utk.edu.
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County Government Meetings 
1st Environmental Review Board - County Exec’s Conference Room 6:00 pm 
5th Emergency Service - Office of Emergency Services    6:15 pm  
6th Election Day          All Day  
13th County Board of Public Utilities - Waste Water Plant    5:30 pm  
13th Fire Board - Office of Emergency Services     6:15 pm  
15th Park and Recreation Committee - The Cottage    6:30 pm  
19th County Commission - Qualls Commission Room    7:00 pm  
20th Ag Extension - Ag Extension       6:00 pm  
21st Board of Zoning Appeals - Qualls Commission Room   6:00 pm  
21st Planning Commission - Qualls Commission Room    7:00 pm  
22-23rd  Thanksgiving Courthouse Closed     All Day 
26th Building and Codes - Qualls Commission Room    6:30 pm  
27th Risk Management - Office of Emergency Services    6:15 pm 

Community Calendar 
3rd Street Fest - 119 Court Street Kingston      11:00 am 
3rd Public Stargazing - Caney Creek Road      7:30 pm  
3rd The Roane Alliance Gala       6:00 pm  
5th NAACP Monthly Meeting - Greenwood School    7:00 pm  
6th Chamber Ambassador Meeting - Roane Alliance    12:00 pm  
6th Election Day         All Day  
7th Roane County Anti Drug Coalition - 151 East Race St    12:00 pm 
8th Marketing on a Shoestring - Roane Alliance     11:30 am 
12th Veterans Day         All Day  
13th United Way Meeting - Contact Joanie Sosa 865.882.7711   11:30 am  
16th Senator Yager's 25th Annual Chili Supper - Roane State   4:00 pm  
17th Stage Show - Bradburry Buttermilk Road     6:00 pm 
17-18th National Team Roping League - North 276 Patton Lane   All Day  
19th  United Way Board Meeting Roane Medical Center    5:30 pm  
24th Kingston Christmas Tree Lighting - Kingston Community Center  5:00 pm  
26th Roane County Health Council - Roane Medical Center   12:00 pm 
27th Decorate Mary's Tree Ceremony - Historic Temperance Building  6:00 pm  
29th Harriman’s Christmas Parade - North Roane Street Harriman  7:00 pm 
30th Business Networking Breakfast - Roane Street Grill    8:30 amRo
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Operation REACH will be conducting a "roadblock" on  November 17. This will be the only 
"roadblock" this year so we will need multiple volunteers to cover as much of Roane County as 

possible. If you are able to volunteer or know of other volunteers, we will meet at the Sheriff's 
Office at 8:30 a.m. that Saturday morning and disperse to various locations around the 

county. We will collect from 9:00 a.m. until noon. Thanks, Deputy Butler!
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