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 Newsletter to the Community 

County Executive’s 

Roane County Legislative Body is Changing:  
 Seven new commissioners will join eight incumbent commissioners to lead our county for the 
next four years and beyond. We are also welcoming a new Trustee, and County Clerk. A profile of 
the incoming commissioners and new officials will be in the October Roane County Newsletter.  
 Upon initial review, the freshmen commissioners lower the average age of the Commission. 
We anticipate a fresh perspective and vision for our community. Our new Commissioners have      
recently attended County Officials Orientation Program through the University of Tennessee to help 
their understanding of government functions and operations. A county orientation will be presented 
to our new and existing Commissioners. The public is invited to the orientation on September 6th at 
6pm.  
 The presentation will be available on RoaneCountyTN.gov under the County Executives tab 
with the Executive Summaries.  The orientation will address the function of government,                
responsibilities, and the authority of the legislative body, challenges, and opportunities for the future. 
 

Roane County Planning Commission Looks at a New High School site location:  
 County Executive Ron Woody formally requested the Roane County Planning Commission to 
use all available planning tools such as census data, traffic patterns, growth patterns, utility         
availability, and any other pertinent tools for planning in order to ensure the most optimal location for 
a potential Roane County investment. (County Executive Letter to the Planning Commission 7.31.18) 
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Happy  

Labor Day 

Roane County! 
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Volunteer Firefighters Accomplish Over 64 Hours 
of Training in the Month of August: Volunteer firefighters 

undergo hundreds of training hours necessary for firefighting safety and 
efficacy. The state of Tennessee requires a 16-hour introductory class, 
followed by 64 hours of basic firefighter training, and another 16 hours 
of “live burn” training. After 96 hours of training, a volunteer firefighter is 
certified as ready to enter the hot zone. The cost of mistakes in fire-
fighting is high, for that reason the training never ends. Once completing  
initial training, every firefighter participates in a mandatory minimum of 
20 training hours each calendar year. 
    In August, the Roane County Volunteer Firefighters underwent 64 
hours of training. On Saturday the 18th, Chief David Maupin, and Sam 
Wolf, the former Fire Chief of South Roane County, lead a water supply 
training; using a tanker to supply water and a pumper engine to spray 
water. Though both tankers and pumpers are fitted with a pump and a 
tank, the tanker’s tank is necessarily larger, and the pumpers pump is 
more powerful. The two types of fire trucks are designed to work in tan-
dem. The pumper utilizes its powerful pump to disperse water, while the 

Department of Emergency Services 
{Scott Stout - Director of Office of Emergency Services—Special Thanks to Brad Goss} 

tankers gather much-needed water and gofers it back the pumper. 
Tankers can use water from a fire hydrant, swimming pool or any       
accessible nearby body of water. Wolf led the trainees in constructing a 
drop tank for the tanker to fill. A drop tank is a large plastic mobile pool 
that can hold 2,000 gallons of water. The trainees practiced using the 
tanker to fill the drop tank then utilizing the pumper engine to suction 
water from the drop tank and finally disperse the water. 
    Please join us in extending our appreciation to the Roane County  
Volunteer Firefighters. Most recently, thank you for giving freely of your 
Saturday morning, braving the weather, and giving our county peace of 
mind. 
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Highway Department  
{Dennis Ferguson -  Road Superintendent } 

The Roane County Highway Department would like to wish 

all of our students and teachers a GREAT year. We also 

want to thank all of the Poplar Creek residents for attending 

our community meeting and working with us to keep Roane 

County the best place to live. 

We appreciate the Kingston Rotary Club for doing their part 

to Keep Roane Litter Free by picking up their adopted road. 

Presently, we are looking for help in keeping Mt. Roosevelt 

clean and beautiful. It is one of those places that locals like 

to take visitors to see, and if we all work together, it will con-

tinue to be a location that we can all take pride in.   

If you would like to help out, feel free to call us 865.882.9782 

As always, if you need anything, please reach out to us. 

Roane County Emergency Drone: {Scott Stout - Director of Office of Emergency  

Services} In service of his county, Officer Luke Faust underwent two weeks of lecture-based train-

ing, tested at the McGhee Tyson Airport, and obtained a Part 107 Certificate with the FAA. At this 

time Luke is the only qualified public servant to operate Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) for Roane 

County. This is in part, due to the difficulty of obtaining a Part 107 from the FAA. Since this achieve-

ment, Luke will be able to coordinate with multiple departments to utilize the UAV to provide vital 

emergency reconnaissance. 

Knowledge Required to Obtain a Part 107 

 Map reading and cartography 

 Aerodynamics of small unmanned aircrafts 

 Physics, and how it relates to the operations of a drone 

 Airspace classifications & operation requirements 

Current & Potential Office of Emergency Services 

 Accelerated response reconnaissance during public safety 

situations 

 General environmental monitoring 

 Disaster management 

 Fire reconnaissance flyovers 

To use the county UAV for non-emergency services, please contact the Director of Office of Emer-

gency Services, Scott Stout or the Roane County Executive's Office.  
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Roane County Has A Multiple Award 

Winning Purchasing Department: {Lynn 

Farnham - Roane County Purchasing Agent } Rick 

Grimm, CEO of the National Institute for Public  

Procurement (NIGP) sends his congratulations to 

Lynn Farnham, who has been selected to receive 

NIGP’s Volunteer Award! Farnham has served  

Tennessee Association of Public Purchasing and 

East Tennessee Purchasing Association on both 

executive boards, and many committees, and most 

recently was chosen to serve NIGP on the NIGP 

Forum and Exposition Committee. Grimm said 

"Volunteerism is public service at its best. The NIGP 

Talent Council is the center of volunteerism; and 

their Chair, Mathes Carrie, has selected Farnham to 

receive the Volunteer Award for her many contribu-

tions to her TN Chapter and the Institute. Congratu-

lations Lynn!" The award was presented at the 2018 

NIGP Forum and Products Exposition in Nashville.  

 In addition, the Universal Public Procurement 

Certification Council (UPPCC) recognized Roane 

County’s Purchasing Department for maintaining a 

high percentage of staff that are UPPCC Certified. 

Join us in congratulating Farnham’s team, Jeanie 

Brown - Senior Buyer Roane County Gov, Carol 

Maines - Buyer Roane County Gov, and Sandy  

Williams - Purchasing Clerk for their continued    

excellence in service to the county.  

 

Mike Hooks, Roane County E-911     

Director, and East Tennessee’s District 

Representative to Tennessee       

Emergency Communications Board: 

{Summarized from Roane County News} Gov. 

Bill Haslam appointed Mike Hooks to another 

term on the Tennessee Emergency Communi-

cations Board as the District representative for 

East Tennessee. The mission of the Tennessee 

Emergency Communications Board is to ensure 

effective access to 911 service. Hooks said. “I 

can’t thank Gov. Haslam enough for putting that 

trust in me.” Hooks also thanked Deputy      

Governor Jim Henry, State Sen. Ken Yager and 

State Representatives, Kent Calfee and Ron 

Travis. “They worked on getting me reappointed 

to the position.” 

    Hooks has been director of Roane County     

E-911 since 2000, and his new term runs 

through June 30, 2021. When accepting the 

nomination, Hooks shared, “I have about 38 

years of public safety work and experience… I 

feel like I can bring a lot to the state board and 

help them direct the next generation of 911.” For 

example, one of the new innovations Hooks and 

the Tennessee Emergency Communications 

Board are working towards is implementing a 

Text-to-911 for emergency situations, for cases 

when talking might not be possible. 

    Join us in expressing our appreciation for 

Mike Hook’s 38 years of service and three 

cheers to get him through 40! 

 

Mike Hooks, East TN District Representative to TECB,  

District 5 Commissioner, and Roane County 911 Director  

Left to Right: Carol Maines, Buyer Roane County   

Government, Lynn Farnham, County Purchasing Agent  
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Murder in Exchange for a White Mule  
{Robert Bailey - Roane County Historian} 

 Lucinda McNew was born Aug 20, 1854, and 

was murdered Jun 7, 1902, in Roane County. She 

had been married 1st to P.N. Swicegood. He         

divorced her in 1891 and on 6 Aug 1893 in Roane 

County she  married Jack C. Bailey which turned out 

to a big mistake. 

 Jack Bailey, her husband, hired George      

Roberts to murder her in exchange for a white mule. 

Roberts took a hame (a wooden or metal piece of a 

harness that forms a collar around an animal) and hit 

her on the head five times. He thought she was dead. 

However, when Jack Bailey returned home, he      

discovered she was still alive. Jack then took the dog 

irons off the fireplace and crushed her skull killing 

her. Jack Bailey and George Roberts were put on trial for murder. Initially, Jack Bailey’s 

brother Arthur was also charged, but he was acquitted. Jack Bailey was given a 99-year 

sentence. He was released early because of illness and died on Oct 15, 1930 and is  

buried in the Swan Pond Methodist Church Cemetery where Lucinda is also buried. 

George Roberts was given a sentence of a term of his natural life. Her son, Matt     

Swicegood, was also murdered and is buried beside her. 

Roane County Animal Control and Shelter 

Procedures Handbook: {Stacey McElhaney - 

Director Roane County Animal Shelter} Director 

McElhaney is currently reviewing and revising the 

Roane County Animal Control and Shelter       

Procedures Handbook. Some of the most recent 

changes have been the Guidelines for Rescue 

Groups, the Volunteer Application Form, and the 

Animal Foster Application Form. In reviewing the 

shelter policies, we found there was a               

discrepancy between our work with rescue/foster 

groups and zoning regulations from 2008 limiting 

the number of pets a household can have on 

premises. Director McElhaney formed an informal 

group of rescuers, fosters, zoning regulators, and 

other interested parties to identify the main issue 

and together they developed a plan that meets 

the needs of all those who have been affected.  

Court Street Is Now One Way: The City of 

Kingston has taken a progressive step forward 

to help alleviate parking issues in Downtown 

Kingston and around the Courthouse. The city 

has converted Court Street to a one-way street. 

Further, plans are for a vacant lot between 

Court Street and Race Street to be converted to 

a Downtown Kingston parking lot. Roane  

County will assist in the new parking lot with the 

help acquiring the property. Coming soon, more 

parking for Courthouse employees and        

customers. 
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25th Anniversary: On Monday the 16th 

of August, 1993, Can't Help Falling In 

Love by UB40 topped the charts, a    

gallon of gas cost $1.16, and Jerry Bare 

began working for the Roane County 

Property Assessor's Office. Many things 

have changed over the last 25 years, 

but Jerry’s contributions have been con-

sistent. Join us in thanking Jerry Bare 

for 25 years of service to the county. 

TVA & Watts Bar Reservoir Preservation: 

{Summarized from Roane County News} TVA’s 

reservoir system is worth about $12 billion to the 

economy and 130,000 jobs. They are very careful 

because they want to protect us, the environment 

and this tremendous investment in our communi-

ty. People sometimes confuse TVA airboats with 

application boats. TVA boats are often out       

surveying the shallow waters around public boat 

ramps, swim beaches, etc. Concerned citizens 

may see the spray coming out of the back and 

assume it is herbicide when in reality it is a       

byproduct of the boat's propulsion system. 

    While traversing shallow waters the TVA’s 

boats needs the clearance that an airboat can 

provide. You can identify a TVA survey airboat by 

the “TVA Aquatic Plant Survey” sign on the fin of 

the boat. Contractors who assign treatments for 

TVA will have a “TVA Contractor” sign on their 

boat. 

    Any treatment activity thus far has been done 

by commercial applicators for private property 

owners. Boats treating for underwater plants use 

weighted drop hoses attached to the back of the 

boat that falls into the water column. When       

applying herbicide, applicators have a flashing light 

running on the boat. 

    The TVA monitors about 20 acres of the nearly 

39,000-acre reservoir, all of which are in and 

around public-access areas. TVA does not man-

age vegetation along residential and commercial 

shorelines. TVA cares about the environment and 

your safety. When they prescribe treatment at a 

public access area, they use only EPA-approved 

aquatic labeled herbicides. All sites are posted with 

application date, products used, and any            

associated restrictions. 

 

Harriman Middle School  

Cheerleaders performed at 

halftime of the Titan vs  

Buccaneers game in Nashville.  

Chick Chain: {Jessica Marie Wilkinson, UT Ext 

Agent I} Seven students were showcased in the 

2018 Chick Chain Show and Sale. These students 

put forth a lot of great work, and it all paid off. We 

want to say a special thank you to those who      

purchased these student’s birds. 
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September 2018 Roane County Events: 

9.3.18  Hooray for Harriman - Downtown Harriman 9am-4pm 

9.3.18  Monthly NAACP Meeting - Greenwood School  7pm 

9.8.18  Master Gardener Judy Rose “Sprouts and Microgreens” 

  Ag Extension - 12pm 

9.10.18  Beef Quality Assurance Class Ag Extension - 6pm  

9.11.18  Honor Club meeting for Middle School  

  Ag Extension - 6pm 

9.13.18  How to do Business with the Government  

  Roane County Alliance - 11:30am-1pm 

9.14-15.18  Master Small Ruminant Course  

  Ag Extension - 9am-6pm 

9.15.18  Muir Fest - Fort Southwest Point - 12pm-1pm 

9.17.18  Krafty Korner FCE Club Ag Extension 10am 

9.18.18  Introduction to Franchising Oak Ridge  

  Chamber of Commerce 11:30am -1pm 

9.24.18  Bradbury FCE Club meeting - Bradbury  

  United Methodist Church - 10am 

9.27.18  Principles of Proposal Development Workshop   

  Oak Ridge Chamber of Commerce 11:30am -1pm 

9.29.18  Narramore Farms Pumpkin Patch &  

  Corn Maze Opens 11am-7pm 

Harriman Farmers Market Riverfront Park  8am - 12pm Saturdays 

Harriman Farmers Market Riverfront Park  2pm - 5pm Wednesdays 

301 Emory Drive, Harriman, TN  
   

Committee Meetings 
  

9.3.18  Labor Day - Court House & Schools Closed 

9.6.18  Environmental Review Board - County Executive’s  

  Conference Room  

9.10.18 Commission at  Qualls Commission Room 7pm 

9.11.18 Public Utilities Board at Waste Water Plant 5:30pm 

9.19.18 Board of Zoning Appeals at  

Volunteer  

Opportunities: 

Become a 4-H Volunteer and 

help create life-changing     

experiences for youth in 

Roane County.  

 Junior High or High School  

Club Leaders 

 Projects: Shooting Sports,  

Public Speaking, LifeSkills  

and more! 

 High School aged          

volunteers also needed 

Find the 4H program club or 

project for you by contacting 

Kim Whitlock Abdulla. 

kwhitlo1@utk.edu 

Our Town Coffee: Is 

looking for chalkboard artists 

who will work for Coffee. 

Stop by for a cup-a-joe and 

submit a sample of your    

artistic skills at 205 E Race 

St, Kingston, TN  

Submit articles and  

items of interest to  

Danielle.Brown@roanecountytn.gov 

by the 15th of the month 

Henry Wren Fowler: Wanted for stealing the heart of Interim 

Grants Director, Joyce Nall. We are grateful for the time Joyce 

gave in service to Roane County, and hold Henry personally     

responsible for Joyce’s second lapse into retirement. Henry is 

dangerously adorable, and Joyce is under his influence.      

Approach with Caution! 
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