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New Website for Roane County... 
 {Amber Cofer, County Executive Office} 

In 2020, Roane County Government will be launching a new website! 
We are excited to announce the launch of our newly designed 
website. After several months of hard work, the new website should 
be up and running in January 2020. We wanted to make the new 
website faster, easier to navigate, more user and mobile friendly. This 
new website will provide daily updates on the homepage of current 
events and important government news. 

You will also be able to find that each office has a page for any 
information that you may need. Our goal with the new website is to 
provide our citizens and visitors with the most current and up to date 
county government news.  

The new site is also ADA compliant, accommodating anyone with a 
disability. 

We encourage everyone to learn more about your county 
government by visiting roanecountytn.gov 

As always, do not hesitate to contact us at 865-376-5578.

The Roane County Elections Office have changed to 
independent emails which are listed below: 
 

Office email -- rcec@roaneelections.com


Charlie--choliway@roaneelections.com


Holly--hcromwell@roaneelections.com


Ashley--adenton@roaneelections.com


 

We are using the rcec@roaneelections.com as our main email 
address now.


http://roanecountytn.gov
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Highway Department {Brian Matthews} 
First, we want to say thank you to every agency that we work 
with that makes our jobs a lot easier. We are blessed in 
Roane County to be able to work together to make things 
happen. Speaking of working together, it is a good thing 
when elected officials within a county can work together to 
make things happen. Even small gestures such as sharing a 
Christmas float together show that things are better when 
we work together. As always, if you need us our number is 
865-882-9782. 

After months of construction, Riggs Chapel Road is open for 
travel. Please use caution when traveling the road. Due to 
some change orders and extra material that was needed, the 
opening was delayed. Also with the asphalt plant being 
closed for the season, 800 feet of the road is gravel and the 
speed limit is 15mph. We will continue to monitor and 
maintain the road, but expect a closure in March or April to 
complete the paving of the road.  

Pictured right is emergency personnel present at the 
blasting of Riggs Chapel Road Construction.

The U.S. Census 
Bureau is hiring in 
Roane County at 
$26.00 per hour 
and  .58 cents per 
mile. 2020 Census 
jobs provide great 
pay, flexible hours, 
weekly pay, and paid 
training. Periodically 
we have a table set 
up as you enter the 
Roane County 
Courthouse with 
more information on how to apply for the 2020 
Census! You can apply online at 
2020census.gov/jobs 

For more information or help applying, please 
call 1-855-JOB-2020 

The Roane County Census Committee met 
on Wednesday, December 11th for their 3rd 
meeting this year. During this meeting, we 
discussed the upcoming 2020 Census and how 
we planned to approach the citizens of Roane 
County about the Census as well as many ideas on 
how we planned to promote the Census over the 
next few months to get the word out and to give a 
better understanding on how important the 
Census is to our community.  

Susan Witts, Census Partnership Specialist, 
attended our meeting. She spoke about areas in 
our county that had a low percentage of 
participation in our last Census and how we really 
need to focus on these areas over the next few 
months.  She provided materials to help the 
committee promote the Census as well as a 
timeline for the 2020 Census.  

The RCCC (Roane County Census Committee) is 
preparing for the 2020 Census. More information 
to follow over the next couple of months.

Christmas Float

Riggs Chapel Road 
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Roane State Students Volunteer For 
Christmas Parade  
{Stacey Whittenberg, Animal Shelter} 
We were recently blessed with volunteers from Roane State to 
help the animal shelter staff at the Harriman City Christmas 
Parade. We were able to walk 13 dogs in the parade! It was 
amazing! 

The animal shelter staff and all pets are so grateful for these 
Roane State Students for helping us and loving the dogs 
throughout the parade. The following names are the ones who 
were there helping us. Also, their coach, Jessie Hawkins, she is 
just amazing! 

Bobby Parliment 
Bryce Belcher 
Joe Drury 
Jake English 
Caden Sons 
Noah Herring 
Hannah Hughes 
Brooke McMahan 
Caitlyn Morgan                                                   itlyn Morgan 
Jordan Key

Congratulations... 
{Bonnie Angus, County Executive Office} 

Carol Maines, Roane 
County Purchasing-
Buyer,  
graduated from 
Roane State 
Community College 
Thursday, December 
12, 2019 with her 
Associate's Degree in 
General Studies with 
emphasis on 
accounting. We want 
to congratulate you 
on completing your 
degree! 

Again, congratulations Carol on all of your hard work 
and dedication! 

Thank you... 
Midway High School 
principal, Scott Mason, 
would like to say 
"thank you" to Charles 
Holiway of the Roane 
County Election 
Commission for 
spending lunch with 
the Midway High 
School students on 
Friday, December 
13th and registering 
the students to vote. 

 It's important to get 
our youth involved in 
this upcoming 
election year. 
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Master Gardener Intern Training Course 2020 

As a Master Gardener Intern you'll receive 14 weeks of training, specifically to East Tennessee and Roane 
County's unique climate. You'll also receive gardening resources from the University of Tennessee Extension. 
But best of all, you'll make great new friends and haven't an opportunity to give back to your community 
through volunteering. The course will be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 6:00 pm- 8:30 pm, 
January 28, 2020- May 7, 2020. The fee is $175.00 which covers materials, books, refreshments, and a 
Master Gardener goodie bag. You will also be asked to fill out the University of Tennessee Volunteer 
Application and must have a background check.  

For more information, contact Jessica Wilkinson Smith, Adult Agricultural Agent, at 865-376-5558 or 
jwilki@utk.edu 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE is January 14, 2020.

Certified County Financial 
Officer – Certification  

On December 10th Connie Cook received her 
Certified County Financial Officer Certification. 

Connie participated in the PILOT Program of the 
Certified County Financial Officer (CCFO) 
beginning in June of 2018 and completed the 
required 11 exams in September of 2019.  
Classes were held at the UT Conference Center, 
funded by the Comptroller of the Treasurer and 
taught by the CCFO Instructors employed by 
CTAS. 

Every one who has ever been part of a PILOT 
program knows there are some hurdles to climb 
to get the program perfected and that is what this 
first graduating class had to overcome.  The 
funding was in place for more than a year, but the 
instructors were not fully staffed until the eighth 
class causing the resource material not to be 
completed in a timely manner. This put some 
hardship on the participants to have enough time 
to study the material but with great instructing 
skills from CTAS everyone that participated in the 
program passed the exams with flying colors. 

The accounting office will have two of its 
employees participating in the second-year of the 
program beginning January 2020. 

New Industry Coming to Roane 
Regional Business & Technology 
Park {Justin Snow, Roane Alliance} 
A groundbreaking was held at Roane Regional 
Business and Technology Park (RRBTP) on December 
18th to celebrate the new future home of E-Jay 
Thermo.  Several members of the Roane County 
Industrial Development Board (RCIDB) and leaders of 
Roane County gathered with the Roane Alliance to 
welcome them to the county. 

E-Jay Thermo is a manufacturer that supports the 
metal industry.  Following proposals and plan 
submissions, E-Jay Thermo purchased six acres in 
RRBTP on Sam Rayburn Parkway, following RCIDB’s 
unanimous support.  A new 35,000 s/f manufacturing 
facility will be constructed on the site that provides 
around 15 jobs currently.  Building plans have been 
finalized and approved, with construction to begin as 
soon as possible.   

It has been a pleasure working closely with 
representatives of E-Jay Thermo over the past 
months to help make this project happen and to 
ensure a quick timeline.  E-Jay Thermo has been 
renting space in Loudon County but looking to build 
a permanent home as soon as possible and I couldn’t 
be more excited they chose Roane County.  With their 
long-term plan to grow and expand, additional jobs 
would be created for our community, as well as an 
increased tax base, so this is a win now for the county, 
as well as the future.

mailto:jwilki@utk.edu
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Do you know about . . . .The Smith-Lake Block in Harriman?  
{Robert Bailey, Historian} 

One of the most remarkable buildings still standing in Harriman is what was originally called the Smith and 
Lake Block.  It is located at the corner of Roane Street and Queen Street and was built in 1891.  William A. Lake 
was a contractor and builder whose office was in the building.  An ad, in the 1891 Harriman City Directory for 
W.A. Lake says “W.A. Lake, Contractor and Builder, All Kinds Brick and Stone Work.”  W.T. Smith, who was born 
in Illinois, was into Real Estate and Investments.  He was a member of the first Harriman City Council.  It is said 
to have been modeled after the double townhouse of John Astor in New York City.   Later the building became 
known as the T.C. Farnham Hardware building, as the business was there for many years. Today, Adkisson’s 
Florist is located here.

Roane County Schools Leads the State With 15 Certified Pathways 
 {Pam May, Roane Alliance} 
Roane County’s five high schools are leading the way by becoming the first to receive pathway certifications from 
the Tennessee Department of Education.  In November, Tennessee’s Education Commissioner Penny Schwinn 
announced that the state certified a total 122 pathways in 74 different schools across the state.  Roane County 
received 15 of those pathway certifications, accounting for more than 12% of the state’s total, the highest of any 
school district in the state.   

Lance Duff, CTE Director for Roane County Schools, has led the effort by partnering with Roane State Community 
College, Tennessee College of Applied Technology-Harriman, and the Roane Alliance.  The partnership works to 
increase the number of career pathways to meet skills demands of employers but despite the 15 pathways now 
certified, there are only three Certified Pathways per high school in Roane County.   

In contrast, Maryville High School offers 11 Certified Pathways.  Additionally, non-certified pathways are spread 
unevenly across Roane County’s five high schools, with only one high school offering seven pathways (the most) 
and only four pathways at two high schools. 

“We are pleased that the state has recognized our work in creating Certified Tennessee Pathways for our students,” 
said CTE Director Lance Duff, Roane County Schools. “We have several more pathways in our schools, but not all 
of our pathways are certified.  And, not all of the different pathways are being offered at all five high schools due to 
the lack of equipment and other resource requirements.  We are continuing to work to create additional pathways 
and are currently looking to apply for six new Certified Pathways.”    

To read the entire story and learn more about the State’s Certified Pathways program requirements and Roane 
County’s partners working to try to do more visit www.RoaneAlliance.org/news.

http://www.RoaneAlliance.org/news


DATE   MEETING                     LOCATION     TIME   

January 6th  Legislative Committee   QCR       6:30 pm 
January 9th  Emergency Services    OES      6:15 pm 
January 9th  ERB      CR      6:00 pm 
January 13th  County Commission    QCR      7:00 pm 
January 14th  PUB      WWP      5:30 pm 
January 14th  Fire Board     OES      6:15 pm 
January 15th  BZA      QCR      6:30 pm 
January 15th   PC      QCR      7:30 pm 
January 22nd  Jail Alternatives    QCR      5:30 pm 
January 27th  Building and Codes    QCR      6:30 pm 
January 27th  Long Range Planning    QCR      5:30 pm 
January 30th  Sports Rec Committee    QCR      6:00 pm            
      

County Government Meetings

County Executive, Ron Woody, is currently working on several articles for the Roane County Newspaper which is 
generally published each week. A few articles have already been published and are listed below. You can also 
find these articles on our website at www.roanecountytn.gov 

• "Does Roane County Have an Emergency Fund?" 5/1/19 
• "Roane County's Ambulance Operations" 5/8/19 
• "Rural Services of Fire Protection and Animal Control" 5/15/19 
• "Three Debt Fund" 5/22/19 
• "Schools and Jails: Roane County Investment in Capital Assets" 6/5/19 
• "Why Do We Have to Have Tax Increases?" 6/12/19 
• "Why Is Roane County Not Growing?" 6/28/19 
• "Some Funds (Companies) Do Not Have a Tax Rate" 7/3/19 
• "A Follow-Up On Why Roane County Isn't Growing" 7/10/19 
• "Explaining the Economic Development Agency Fund" 7/17/19 
• "What Do I Get For My Taxes?" 8/7/19 
• "Formal Financial Management Policies" 8/14/19 
• "Managing Around the Fund Balance" 8/23/19 
• "The Appropriations and Tax Resolution" 9/4/19 
• "Budget Public Hearing" 9/6/19 
• "Fall Out"- Managing the Variance" 9/11/19 
• "Managing County Capital Assets and Debt" 9/18/19 
• "Property Tax Freeze and Property Tax Relief" 10/30/19 
• "Making Decisions" 11/15/19 
                  

Learn More
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