Roane County Executive's - April 2020

Newsletter to the Community

Helping in the Time of Need
{Amanda Daugherty, OES}
As we all know, our state was hit with tragic tornadoes on March 3rd. Our
department, with the help of other emergency services personnel, quickly
set up a drop off point for donations and our amazing county stepped up.
You saw a need and filled it. In 24 hours, Roane County managed to fill up a
26-foot U-Haul with supplies for Middle TN. When the Rescue Squad trailer
became full, and supplies still coming in, we began planning and reaching
out for additional trailers. A local business found out what was needed, and
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they donated the use of one of their U-Hauls (an answer to prayer)!
Some of our staff, with the help of Kingston City Manager, David Bolling,
and his son Carter, delivered the truck to Cookeville Community Center on
March 5. Since we still had the U-Haul, we were asked if we could take the
clothing and toys that they had acquired to a local church for distribution.
So, we reloaded the truck and off we went. Our hearts were broken to see
such devastation, yet humbled to see how everyone was pulling together to
help in any way they could in the time of need.
While we were away in Putnam County, donations kept coming in at home.
So, on Friday, March 6, we were asked by the sheriff’s department of Putnam
County to deliver another trailer of supplies that evening. So, we quickly
loaded another trailer, and within a matter of 2 hours, we were back on the
road to Putnam County to deliver more supplies.
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continued on page 2...

The Courthouse
will be CLOSED
Friday, April
10th in
Observance of
Good Friday!

continued from page 1...
We are called to help one another, especially in the time of an emergency. Our county was called upon to
help, and we were blessed and amazed at the support that this community has shown. Words can not
express our gratitude for everyone that came by to deliver supplies, donate money, volunteered to help
collect and pack supplies, provide lunch for those working the collection site and for being so willing to help
in the time of need. We are blessed to be a part of such a caring community. Your thoughtfulness was
welcomed and greatly appreciated by those in Putnam County. Our thoughts and prayers continue to be
with all of those in the affected areas for we know it will take time to rebuild.

Census invitations are out!

Be sure to complete it as you
are making a difference in your
community! When you submit
your Census information, you're
funding programs and services that improve the quality of life for Roane
County residents. You can also fill a form out online by visiting
https://my2020census.gov/
Pictured right: County Executive, Ron Woody,
filling out his Census form.
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“Let the Fun Begin – Budget
Process 2021”
{Connie Cook, Director of Accounts and
Budgets}

Budget Committee
Calendar

As it comes around every year, we seem to
always not be ready for the Budget Process.
The County’s needs change and the revenue
sources seem to disappear making it harder
and harder to prepare a balanced budget
without tax increases and without a reduction
to the services.

Date
April 16th
May 5th
May 7th
May 19th
May 21st
May 29th
June 23rd
June 23rd
June 30th

Our duty in this process along with the County
Executive is to prepare a balanced budget
with the Commission approving the Tax Rates
and the services needed for this County.

Time
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
Day Meeting
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

Before we can get approval on the Tax rates,
we will be patiently waiting on the Approved
Certified Tax Rate from the state. That may
change the dates the budget is approved in
June. So when you are looking at those dates assigned on the calendar, take into consideration those dates
can change at any time pending on the Committee member’s availability to attend the meetings.

The Roane County 4-H Horse Club had an excellent day at the State Horse Bowl and Hippology contest!
Their junior team made huge gains from last year, both in their knowledge base as well as in their ability
to work as a team. This was a first time for our junior high team and they were able to secure a reserve
championship in the horse bowl.
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COVID-19 {Laura Connor, Roane County Health Department Director}
The Roane County Health Department has been hard at work to address the COVID-19 pandemic. We have
also been working with our community partners and other stakeholders to ensure that everyone has the
information that they need in order to respond and make necessary decisions. COVID-19 is a novel (new)
strain of the Coronavirus. It was first identified in Wuhan, China in December, 2019. Since then, the virus has
spread widely around the world and on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) officially
declared it a pandemic. The symptoms of COVID-19 infection include fever, cough and shortness of breath
and they generally occur between 2-14 days after an exposure and can range from very mild to severe
requiring hospitalization. Certain groups of people seem to be at higher risk than others. In order to help
reduce the spread of infection and flatten the curve, there are a number of things that everyone can do to
help. These include:

• Practice social distancing-avoid groups of 10 of more and try to stay at least 6 feet away from others.
• Wash your hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not
•
•
•
•
•

available, alcohol-based hand sanitizers are effective.
Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue or the inside of your elbow. Discard those tissues right away
and then make sure to wash your hands afterwards.
Do not touch your face, eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.
Stay at home if you are feeling ill.
Avoid being around others who are ill.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces regularly. This can include things like door knobs, light
switches, handles, phones, handrails, faucets, sinks, countertops and desk tops. Be sure to wash your
hands afterward.

We know that in times like these, there is often a sense of anxiety, loss of control, and helplessness. You can
help take control and keep you and your family safe by following the recommended strategies. Although
they may seem like small things, they are very important steps that every person can take to help combat this
illness.
If you, or someone you know becomes ill, call your primary care provider to discuss your situation with them.
Many offices have adapted their office procedures and may want to provide your care in a different way than
they typically do. At this time, there is no vaccine available nor are there any specific treatments. Care is only
supportive based on the symptoms displayed.
There are a number of reputable sources available for further information. These include:

•
•
•
•
•

Tennessee Department of Health Coronavirus page at https://www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov.html
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
World Health Organization at https://www.who.int
Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center at https://coronavirus.jhu.edu
Tennessee Department of Health COVID-19 Public Information Number at 877-857-2945 (available 11:00
am until 11:00 pm Eastern Time daily)
• East Tennessee Regional COVID-19 Information Line at 865-549-5343 (available 8:00 am until 4:30 pm
Eastern Time Monday through Friday)
• Roane County Health Department at 865-354-1220
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Did you know about . . . the flu epidemic of 1918? {Robert Bailey, Historian}
Several years ago, a lady named Ruth Murray told me that when she was a child she saw lights in the
cemetery at Emory Gap at night. The cemetery is located behind what is now Taco Bell near Interstate 40 at
the Harriman-Rockwood exit. Her father told her that they were burying people at night because of the
influenza (Spanish Flu). This was in 1918. The flu caused about 50 million deaths worldwide (of that 675,000
were in the United States).
Most of the people who died were in their teens, twenties, thirties and forties. Their immune systems
overreacted causing fluid to fill their lungs and they ended up suffocating. They died within hours or days of
the development of the symptoms.
Going through Roane County’s death certificates, it was determined that there were at least 179 deaths in
Roane County due directly from this flu. The numbers were probably higher than that as death certificates
might have not been filed for everyone that died. Seventy-six died in October 1918. Twenty-two died in
November 1918 while 47 died in December of that year. In March 1919 there were only 13 deaths. The
effects from the flu however caused some deaths after that time.
Most of the deaths came from the Rockwood and Harriman areas but there were also deaths in the rural
areas. “Pest houses” were set up where people who were infected could be isolated. There was one near
Rockwood on the Lamb and Lindsey farm.

Highway Department {Brian Matthews}
We want to thank everyone that donated to the
tornado victims in Cookeville. Because of everyone's
generosity we were able to send a couple truckloads
of items to give to residents and to the crews working
through everything on the Plateau. In times like these
you can see why Tennessee truly is the Volunteer
State.
We also want to thank Brad Goss for coming and
teaching a couple of CPR classes to our guys so they
will have the skills necessary in case of an emergency.
And last, but certainly not least, we want to thank
Justin Gambrell and his AP Government Class from
Rockwood High School for coming to spend the day
with us to find out what we and other officials do. As
always, they asked a lot of great questions and our
future is in good hands with students like these. We
want to thank Ron Woody, Molly Hartup, and Tim
Suter for coming to speak and having lunch with the
class. If we can be of any assistance to you please feel
free to contact us.
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Parks & Recreation {Mike Beard}
A few days without rain has allowed a lot of progress on the
installation of the Tennessee Riverline 652 Kayak-Style
campsite at Roane County Park.
This part of the park is regularly used by our scouts and
they too will enjoy the tent platform and the recliner
seating.
This Spring the Scarborough Trail extension will open to
allow our park walkers a new trail with new scenery and a
new destination within Roane County Park.

Roane Gala Rescheduled

The Roane Alliance has rescheduled
the annual Gala – A Night in Roane – to
Friday, June 5, 2020. The theme and
location will remain the same, so hang
on to those flapper dresses!

Show Your Love For Local
The upcoming weeks and
months look to be very
unpredictable for our
community due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. This is
not only a threat to us as
individuals but also to all of
our locally owned businesses.
So, we would like to take this
opportunity to remind our
community how important it
is to support our small businesses as much as possible - while
continuing to follow recommendations from the CDC. Stay up to
date on ways to help our local businesses by visiting social media
accounts for each of your favorite businesses, the Roane Chamber
Facebook page, searching #ShowYourLoveForLocal
#LoveForRoane and visiting the link below for a list of continuously
updated public notices from state and local governments:
https://www.roanealliance.org/covid-19-resources/
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