Roane County Executive's - May 2020

Newsletter to the Community

Update from the Director of Accounts and Budgets...
{Connie Cook, Budget Director}
When life gives you lemons, we are told to make lemonade.
COVID 19 was our lemons. We at the accounting department
continued working whether it had been from the office or at
home. I want to take this time to thank my staff for a job well done
to keep this office running without many hiccups.
April 20th was our first meeting dealing with the 2020/2021
Budget. This year will not be an easy one. Many hurdles to climb.
Revenue is short, Certified Tax Rate will not be official until June
and even then, there could be some changes that the Commission
will have to address if the Certified Tax Rate causes us to lose
money or if it causes an increase. That will be unknown until
September. So, please be patient with our committee and County
Executive, we will do what ever we can to get us a budget that we
can all live with and be proud of.
Starting May 2nd our office will be losing one of the most
important employee the county has and that is our Payroll Clerk,
Linda Stooksbury. Congratulations to Linda for being able to
retire, but bittersweet to us for Linda has been the most dedicated
personnel I have had the pleasure to work with. The payroll came
first to Linda above any time off. Payrolls were met every other
week on time with very few errors. Many years she handled all of
the payroll processing and benefits which we all know that is ever
changing. Linda was our HR department. She handled her job
with grace and morals and was and still is loved by many.
Linda will be missed, but we know where she lives and her
replacement Lori Butler, we know will follow suit in carrying out
the duties of the next Roane County Payroll Clerk.
Stay safe and healthy as the quarantine is lifted and let’s make the
new norm better!!!
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The Courthouse will be
CLOSED Monday, May
25, 2020 in observance
of Memorial Day!

Roane County OES Says Goodbye to Josh Taylor
{Amanda Daugherty, Roane County OES}
On April 17th our department said
farewell to one of our own. After 11 years
of service to our department, Josh Taylor
is closing this chapter and opening
another one with Rockwood City Fire
Department. To say he will be missed is
an understatement but we all wish him
the best as he begins this new journey.
Thank you Josh Taylor for your
dedication and your service to Roane
County Emergency Services. May God
continue to watch over you and keep you
safe. You will be deeply missed.
Thank you to all who came out to wish
him farewell!

"See a Need...Fill a Need..." {Amanda Daugherty, OES}
Thank you to New Midway Church for being so willing to
fill a need of masks for some of our essential employees
and departments in the county. Thank you to
Representative Kent Calfee and his lovely wife Marilyn
Calfee for taking the time to deliver them to our office so
we can distribute them. See a need fill a need. We are all
in this together.

2020 Census Response Rates
Are you curious about how many people in your
community are responding to the 2020 Census?
You'll be able to stay up to date with a map os
self-response rates from across the Untied
States by visiting https://2020census.gov/en/
response-rates.html
The numbers are updated daily around 3 pm.
Tennessee's response rate is currently at 53.6%
and Roane County is currently at 51.9%
Your response
matters. Everyone
counts. Forms were
mailed out to each
household in mid
March. Another way
to respond is online
at 2020census.gov

Kent Calfee

Left to right: Kent
Calfee, Tim Suter,
Amanda Daugherty
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Highway Department {Brian Matthews}
We are all living through an historical event that is causing a lot of
changes, but we know that the we will all get through this together.
We want to take a moment to say that we are thinking about and
praying for our students that have missed out on a lot of things that
define most academic careers. This generation of students had their
childhood shaped by the ramifications of 9/11 and now entering
into adulthood their lives are being shaped by a pandemic. We
know that this generation will get through this and will find ways to
make Roane County better because of their strength and character.
It is a busy time
at the Roane
County Highway
Department. We
have been out
responding to
down trees and
it is paving
season! If we
can be of any
assistance to
you please
reach out to us.

Chase Hamil on Bluff Road

Ladd Ridge Circle

What's New at Roane County
Park...{Mike Beard, Parks & Recreation
Director}
Our visitors will notice several changes
from last season. New colors, new
bridges, new paint, and more! We hope
you enjoy the new updates this
upcoming season!
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Riggs Chapel Road

Lakescene

Covid-19 Testing at Roane State Community College
{Laura Conner, Roane County Health Department Director}
On Sunday, April 20th, your Roane County Health Department, in partnership with the
National Guard and Roane State Community College, a COVID-19 drive-through
testing event was held from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm. During that event, over 900
individuals were tested. Testing is now available to anyone, regardless whether you
have symptoms, have traveled to high risk areas, or have had close contact with
another person who has a confirmed case. Anyone interested in being tested can and there is no charge.
We wish to thank several folks for supporting the event and making it a huge success. These include County
Executive Ron Woody, Roane County OES, Roane
County Highway Department, Senator Ken Yager,
TDOT, and everyone who helped us promote the
event or contributed in any way. Roane State
Community College was a gracious host and we
appreciate very much the additional support from
the RSCC Police and Security teams. Our National
Guard partners have also provided a critical
supporting role in expanding our testing
capabilities.
If anyone is interested in being tested, but was not
able to attend the event on Sunday, you can call the
health department at 865-354-1220 anytime
Monday through Friday from 8:00 am until 4:30 pm. We will collect some
information by phone and arrange a time for you to come in to be tested. You
will call us when you arrive and we will send staff out to your vehicle to do the
test.
We still encourage citizens to follow the Safer at Home recommendations for
social distancing, wash your hands frequently with soap and water or an alcoholbased hand sanitizer, cover your coughs and sneezes, avoid touching your face,
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands, and regularly clean and disinfect
frequently touched surfaces. It is also now recommended that you wear a cloth
face mask when out in public. This helps to protect others if you may be an
asymptomatic carrier of COVID-19.
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Forward Together - #uniteroane

Emergency Response Training Facility EOI

The Roane Alliance has created a Facebook
group dedicated to promoting and supporting
Roane County businesses. Shopping local and
supporting our community has never been
more important and The Roane Alliance wants
to help! We felt like this was the perfect time to
bring back our #UniteRoane movement from
2015, which encouraged all Roane County
residents to support each other and work
together for the betterment of the county. We
hope that business owners, residents and
visitors alike will use this page as a resource to
find quick updates from local businesses who
are adjusting their business plans daily. While
we are all very excited to get out and support
our local businesses, we also want to
encourage everyone to continue to follow
recommendations from the CDC. The group
Forward Together – Roane County currently
has 450 members! We will continue to
promote this group once ALL of our local
businesses are reopen, so please join and
interact with us as we all move Forward
Together: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
UniteRoane/

The deadline to receive Expressions of Interest (EOI)
for a Developer/Construction Managers to plan,
design, and build the new Emergency Response
Training Facility (ERTF) ended on March 31, with a
couple of submissions being accepted after the initial
deadline period. As anticipated, there was a great
response from numerous teams of developers,
contractors and architects seeking interest and
submitting their qualifications for the project.
Officially, there were a total of 12 Expression of
Interests received. The next steps are to conduct an
informational meeting with all interested parties to
provide more details and answer questions about the
project, which will be followed by an official Request
for Proposal (RFP) process. The goal still remains to
award and select the development/construction team
around June 1st with plans to start groundbreaking
and construction during the later half of this year in
4Q 2020. For details about the project: https://
www.roaneecd.com/sites/emergency-responsetraining-facility-ertf/

COVID-19 Resource Pages
Updated Daily
The Roane Alliance is committed to
assisting Roane County businesses and
residents through this crisis. Our team
continues to work diligently on keeping
you informed. Our webpage is
updated daily with the most current
information regarding COVID-19.
Please reference https://
www.roanealliance.org/covid-19resources/ for all resources as well as
https://www.roanealliance.org/
covid-19-resources/covid-19-testing/
for updated COVID-19 Testing
Locations in Roane County.

Chalk The Town with Roane Chamber
Join us in encouraging and thanking our local businesses
by participating in our Chalk The Town event! Use chalk
to draw a picture or message for one of our local
businesses. Once you’ve finished your artwork, follow the
steps for your chance to win a gift basket full of goodies
from local businesses! #ChalkRoane
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Masks for Roane County {Jessica Wilkinson

Support Your Local Farmers

Smith, Ag Extension}
Roane County FCS Agent, Lisa McMahan, and a
team of volunteers have been making
homemade cloth masks for various offices, and
agencies in need. Lisa has helped masks get
into the hands of those who needs them. She
has donated masks to the Roane County Co-op,
UT Arboretum, and several local medical and
veterinarian offices. If you are interested in
learning how to help Lisa and her team of
volunteers make more masks for those
agencies in need, contact her at
lmcmah10@utk.edu or 865-376-5558.

Roane County Agriculture, and Agriculture across the
state and nation, is still open for business. Our local
farmers are still working hard to help supply our local
food chain with quality agriculture products. Ways you
can continue to help support your local farmer is seek
out local sources. Look for fresh TN produce in our
grocery stores. Check your dairy products to make sure
you are purchasing milk that was bottled at a TN Milk
Facility. If you are unsure how to do this, check the code
that is next to the sell by date. Tennessee’s processing
code is 47-xxx. Seeing that 47 as the first two numbers
means that the milk was bottled in a TN facility, and
predominately is from Southeaster US milk. You can also
look for the Tennessee Milk logo to know you are
purchasing milk exclusively from Tennessee. Do your
part to support your local farmers today, and every day.

County Government Meetings
DATE

MEETING

May 5th
May 5th
May 7th
May 7th
May 11th
May 12th
May 12th
May 14th
May 18th
May 20th
May 20th

Budget Committee
Cable TV
ERB
Budget Committee
Commission
PUB
Fire Board
Emergency Services
Codes
BZA
Planning Commission

LOCATION

QCR
QCR
WWP
OES
OES
QCR
QCR
QCR
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TIME
4:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
4:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:15 pm
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

