Roane County Executive's - August 2020

Newsletter to the Community
Health Department Update
{Laura Conner, Health Department Director}
We hope everyone has had a safe and enjoyable summer, even though
it’s a little bit different this year. As you know, we continue to wrestle to
slow the spread of COVID-19 and you have seen our case numbers
continue to rise. Unfortunately, Roane County has also suffered our first
COVID death. Our thoughts and prayers are extended to the family,
friends, and other loved ones of that person. It is a painful reminder of
the terrible toll this virus can take and should be a call to action for each
and every one of us to strive to be responsible and respectful of others
and work to protect the health of not only ourselves, but to others in the
community. There are some simple, yet effective, steps that you can take
to accomplish this. They include wearing your face coverings or masks,
physical distancing, frequent hand washing or sanitizing, staying at home
if you are ill, and avoiding contact with others who are sick. These steps
really do help make a difference. We continue to provide free COVID
testing daily at the health department. Call us for details or any
questions.
I know many have waited with anticipation for information on the return
to school. We want to remind you that if your child needs immunizations,
an official copy of an immunization record, or a birth certificate to not wait
until the last minute to seek out these things. Plan early. The Health
Department can print birth certificates for a Tennessee birth for a cost of
$15 each. Please call 865-354-1220 for additional information.
One final note, Roane County is blessed with multiple opportunities and
avenues to be outdoors; from the lakes to the beautiful parks, the ball
fields to the trails and beyond, there are lots of activities available. We
encourage folks to take advantage of these opportunities, but ask you to
keep sun safety and heat safety in mind as you do. Stay hydrated. Look
for shady areas. Take frequent breaks from the heat. Use sunscreen.
Check on your neighbors who may not have air conditioning.

Election Day is Thursday, August 6th from
8am-8pm. Voting locations can be found at the
link below roaneelections.com/voting-locations/
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The Courthouse will
be CLOSED
Thursday, August
6th in observance of
General Election
Day!

Masking Up
Challenge
Sparky wanted to thank
you and remind
everyone to join the
“Masking Up
Challenge”. We are in
this together and we will
get through this
together.
#ROCOSTRONG

Caney Creek Recreation Area
{Mike Beard, Parks & Rec Director}
We continue to make progress at the Caney Creek Recreation Area site.
The needed bridge has been designed to be within our budget, all the
necessary permits have been obtained, and a contractor has been
selected. Watch for big changes soon near the corner of Patton Lane
and US 70.
Later in the Fall, Parks and Rec will be offering hiking tours to interested
groups to begin to develop interest and identify potential partners/
stakeholders for the thoughtful development of trails and other aspects of this beautiful property.

Upcoming TDOT Projects
in Roane County
There are two TDOT projects
starting in Roane County. A
resurfacing project will begin soon
at the HWY 58/72 Junction to
Interstate I-40 and also on Gallaher
Road from HWY 70.
The project will include bridge
expansion repair on HWY 58 over
the Tennessee River. The total
length of the project is eight (8)
miles and is estimated to be
completed by the end of October
2020.

Congratulations to
Amanda Daugherty, OES
Administrative Assistant,
on becoming a certified
Emergency Medical
Responder! We are very
proud of you and we
know that you will do
great things!

Tim Suter, OES Director,
said "One and a half years
in to this new adventure.
You are the glue that
holds our staff together.
We are all so proud of you, but you are the only one of us that had
any doubt you would succeed at this. Thank you for being the
example everyday of how to attack life!"
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Know the Signs of a Stroke
Stroke is the leading cause of long-term disability in the United States. Almost 800,000 people are diagnosed
with having a stroke each year. Among the 50 states, Tennessee ranks fifth highest in deaths from a stroke.
It’s important to know the signs and symptoms of a stroke, the risk factors contributing to a stroke, the types of
stroke a person may experience and what you can do to prevent a stroke from happening.
As a designated Primary Stroke Center, Roane Medical Center’s clinical staff wants our community to be able to
spot the signs and symptoms of a stroke and know when to call 9-1-1. Education on stroke prevention could
save your life or the life of a loved one.
Types of Strokes:
A stroke occurs from an interruption in the blood flow from the blood vessels to the brain tissue. A stroke can
either be caused from a blood clot in the blood vessel (ischemic) or a leakage of blood from the blood vessel to
the brain tissue (hemorrhagic).
Risk Factors:
Risk factors of a stroke include: smoking, advanced age, family history, high blood pressure, high cholesterol,
and heart disease. Focus should always be on what we can do to decrease the potential for a stroke. How can a
person reduce their risk? Stop smoking, get to a healthy weight, be active, eat healthy, take medications as
prescribed for blood pressure, heart and cholesterol, and know the signs and symptoms of a stroke.

Remember: Time matters! The sooner someone gets
medical treatment with the onset of stroke
symptoms, the better the chances are for recovery or
at least to minimize disability. For someone who
starts to develop signs of a stroke, it is important to
know the last time the person was speaking and
acting normally, as treatment options depend on
how long the symptoms have elapsed before
entering the emergency department for treatment.
The sooner the treatment, the better the chance for
complete recovery.
Roane Medical Center, a designated Primary Stroke
Center, is close at hand when a stroke occurs. A
primary stroke center is defined as a hospital-based
center with the resources and processes to care for
acute stroke patients. A primary stroke center is
certified as such by The Joint Commission in
collaboration with the American Heart Association/
American Stroke Association.
Family members should avoid driving someone to
the hospital in a private vehicle, as the patient’s
condition can change rapidly. Remember, time
matters, call 9-1-1!
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2019 Annual Report Available Now! {Kaley Hill, Roane Alliance}
This has been a challenging and unprecedented year, to say the least. In March the decision was made to put the
2019 Roane Alliance Annual Report aside and concentrate on helping our community and businesses navigate
the crisis that was suddenly upon us. As we got back to finalizing and wrapping up the report last month, we
realized just how much we were able to accomplish. Here are just a few of those accomplishments:
• Tourism: The K-25 Overlook reopened bigger and better, the Relax in Roane campaign launched targeting
retirees in key northern markets, Roane became a pilot community for the Tennessee RiverLine, and there was a
$1.5M increase in visitor spending.
• Chamber: Membership closed out the year at an all-time high with 417 members, the online member directory
had a 58% increase in views, and the Chamber Facebook page follows increased by 44%.
• Industrial Development: The ‘We’ve Mastered What Matters’ branding launched helping to highlight Roane’s
assets to prospects in a new way, a $15M training facility project began, a real-time commercial property
database was activated, and three groundbreaking ceremonies took place in Roane County.
• Education Matters: 145 Roane County seniors (31.2% of the 2019 graduating class) became Tennessee
Scholars which is a new record.
To learn more about these and other accomplishments, view the full 2019 Roane Alliance Annual Report by
picking up a copy at our office or flipping through it online at https://www.roanealliance.org/news/annual-report/.

Highway Department {Brian Matthews}
We just had an online training with the Highway Beautification Office and
learned about the many great things coming down the line to help combat
litter on Tennessee roadways. We have seen groups begin to start plans for fall
clean ups and if you would like our assistance, please let us know.
Once again, if we can be of any assistance to you, please reach out to us at
865-882-9782.

What To Do With Unexpected Seeds in the Mail...
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture is warning Tennesseans about
unordered seeds that may be appearing in their mail. If you have received
seeds, do not plant them.
Double bag the seeds and all packaging and send them to the Tennessee
Department of Agriculture, to the attention of Plant Certification at P.O. Box
40627, Nashville, TN 37204
If you do not want to ship them, please notify the Tennessee Department of
Agriculture that you received unsolicited seeds. Call Plant Certification at
615-837-5137 or email the Plant Certification Administrator, Anni Self, at
anni.self@tn.gov
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2020 Census
Response Rates
Are you curious about how
many people in your
community are responding to
the 2020 Census? You'll be
able to stay up to date with a
map of self-response rates
from across the United States
by visiting https://
2020census.gov/en/responserates.html
The numbers are updated
daily around 3pm.
Tennessee's response rate is
currently at 62.1% and Roane
county is currently at 61.7%
Your response matters!
Everyone counts! Respond
today at my2020census.gov

Did You Know About . . . . the Creation of the Roane County Education System?
{Robert Bailey, Historian}
Prior to the passing of a law in 1838, there was no type of common school education available in the state of
Tennessee. Parents were responsible for the education of their own children. There were what were called
“subscription schools” in which parents would go together and pay a teacher to teach their children.
In 1873, the state of Tennessee passed a law creating what is basically the system that Roane County has today.
It established the position of a county superintendent of schools. It also provided for increased taxes at both
the state and county levels. Roane County operated under this law until in 1955, when a special act of the state
legislature provided for the popular election of school board members.
Elementary education from 1st through 8th was the focus of the school system. High schools came later.
Roane County High School was created in 1905. Wheat High School started in 1908 and was the second
county high school. It closed during World War II when the land was acquired for the Manhattan Project.
South Harriman High School, which started in 1916, and Oliver Springs High School, created in 1925, were
both part of the Roane County School System. Harriman High School and Rockwood High School were started
by those cities. Eventually,
they became part of the Roane
County School System.
Campbell High School was the
only black high school in
Roane County. It was started
by the City of Rockwood and
became part of the county
system in 1935. It was closed
as part of the desegregation
of Roane County schools.
Fairview High School, South of
Kingston, was organized in the
late 1920s as a two year or
junior high school and was
discontinued in 1947. Paint
Rock High School, like
Fairview, was established in the late 1920s as a two year or junior high school and was also discontinued in
1947. It was at that time in 1947 that Midway High School was built.
Roane County’s first school superintendent was James A. Newton who served from 1873 to 1874. He was born
on 31 May 1846 in McMinn County, TN and married in 1873, Charlotte Guenther, the daughter of Frederick B.
Guenther. Frederick B. Guenther was one of the architects for the Historic Roane County Courthouse in 1853
and was one of the founders of the town of Wartburg in Morgan County.
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Roane
County
Needs
You
3 Opportunities to Get Involved in Roane County Government
1. The Roane County Environmental Review Board (ERB) needs members: This board was created to
review environmental issues such as hazardous waste, nuclear energy and/or anything pertaining to the
environment. This board has the power to make recommendations to the County Executive and Commission.
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 1st Thursday at 6 pm
2. Planning Commission needs a Oliver Springs representative: The PC is a committee comprised of
representatives from each Roane County's seven districts. Their purpose is to act as citizen planners, work to
develop plans, and implement policies that affect the county's development.
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 pm

For more information,
contact the Roane County Executive's Office:
info@roanecountytn.gov
865-376-5578

County Government Meetings
DATE

MEETING

LOCATION

TIME

August 4th
August 10th
August 11th
August 11th
August 18th
August 19th
August 19th
August 20th
August 25th

Property Committee
County Commission
PUB
Fire Board
Industrial Liaison
BZA
Planning Commission
ERB
Tourism Committee

QCR
ZOOM
QCR
QCR
ZOOM
QCR
QCR
QCR
ZOOM

6:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:15 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 PM
6:00 pm
5:00 pm

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Roane County Commission will meet on Monday, August 10, 2020 at
7:00 pm on ZOOM. The full Commission packet can be found on roanecommission.com
Go to YouTube and search the channel named Roane County Government.
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