Roane County Executive's - December 2020

Newsletter to the Community
Founder's Day Follow-Up
{Amber Cofer, County Executive Office}
Throughout the months of November and December, we took
the time to honor this year’s class of Roane Treasures. Those
individuals were Golden Treasures Hoke Culbertson and Earl
Dempsey Bridges. This year’s Roane Treasure honorees were
Gary Bailey, Cecil Crowe, Larry Brabham, Wayne Waldroup, and
William “Bill” Newcomb.
These individuals not only made tremendous sacrifices to our
State and Nation, but they helped shape Roane County into the
County it is today. COVID-19 restricted us from holding our
annual ceremony and reception, so this year we held individual
ceremonies for each honoree. This allowed each individual to
share war stories, or just lessons in life with viewers. You can find
these ceremonies on our YouTube channel under Roane County
Treasures.
We would like to say congratulations to the Fourteenth Class of
Roane Treasures! Thank you to the honorees and their families
for making this event a success.

IN THIS EDITION
Founder's Day

1

Accounts & Budgets

2

Jeanie Brown Retirement

2

Shop Where Your Heart Is

2

Riley Creek Campground

3

Picture Day with Sparky & Santa 3
Roane Medical Center

4

Historian

5

Highway Department

6

County Government Meetings 6

1

The Courthouse will be
CLOSED Thursday,
December 24th & Friday,
December 25th in
observance of Christmas
Eve & Christmas Day!

Message from the Director of Accounts and Budgets
{Connie Cook, Accounts & Budgets Director}
To my staff,
This year had given us many challenges and through it all this office had tirelessly worked this Covid event. I
would like to say to you all that I appreciate the hard work and great work ethics you all have shown through
this challenging time. We continued paying bills, performing payroll functions, and receipted funds to the
general ledger. You all deserve a much-needed break and I hope you find that break during the holidays. May
your days be filled with joy and happiness as we finish out this year, and may we all have hope that 2021 will be
a better year for us all.
To my co-workers and citizens,
Our year has been a busy one and yes, I have not posted much on these newsletters but I would like to Wish all
of you a very Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to you and to your family. Thank you, co-workers, for
being so patient with our office as we pushed through COVID reporting and requesting payments and waiting
on a published budget book. Yes, our budget book has been completed and put out on the website. The Link
is as follows:
http://roanebudgets.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Budget-Book-2021-Final.pdf
We do have two more reports to put out along with our annual audit. Once those are complete, we will have
them posted to the website as well.
May God bless you all and keep you safe.

Shop Where Your Heart Is –
Shopping Spree Contest

Happy Retirement Jeanie Brown
{Lynn Farnham, Purchasing Agent}
Jeanie Brown, the Senior Buyer in the Purchasing
Department retired on November 11th. Jeanie
began her employment with Roane County in 2009.
She began working for the then County Executive
Yager in an on-call basis. Jeanie then worked parttime in Ambulance Billing, the Department of
Emergency Services before winding up the
Purchasing Department. Jeanie became full-time in
Purchasing on May 14, 2012 where she remained
until her retirement.
Jeanie will be greatly missed in the Purchasing
office. Her work has always been impeccable, she
was very courteous to all she encountered, and her
laughter was contagious. Congratulations and the
best of wishes to Jeanie as she moves into this
phase of her life!

The Roane Chamber’s annual Shop Where Your
Heart Is contest is in full swing and we encourage
everyone to stop by any (and all) of our
participating business to shop local AND enter for
a chance to win $1,000 in cash prizes! For an extra
way to support these participating businesses,
snap a selfie, and share it on social media with the
hashtags #ShopRoane and #ShopSmall to
encourage your friends to join in! The contest
ends at the close of business on Friday, December
11th. Winners will be announced via LIVE video
from the Roane Chamber the week of December
14th! For more information, call the Chamber at
865-376-5572 or visit our website https://
www.roanechamber.com/shop-roane-shoppingcontest.
2

Riley Creek Campground Receives
Tennessee Valley Camp-Right
Certification
TVA has awarded Riley Creek Campground the "Camp-Right"
certification for their performance in environmentally friendly
operating services.
The Camp-Right program focuses on improving conditions
associated with:
•
•
•
•

Resource conservation and management
Campground siting, design, and maintenance
Waste management
Public education

TVA encourages campers to look for the Tennessee Valley
Camp-Right Campground designation when exploring
campground options.
For a list of Tennessee Valley Camp-Right Campgrounds, visit
https://www.tva.com/environment/recreation/tennessee-valleycamp-right-campgrounds

Pictured: Vicki Jo Stevens-Valentine,
Program Manager-Watershed Outreach
Support, presents award to Josh Lentz,
Roane County Parks & Recreation

Roane County EMA / OES Picture Day With
Santa & Sparky The Fire Dog
When: December 12, 2020 10:00 am-NOON
Where: Roane County EMS Headquarters
3070 Roane State Hwy. Harriman, TN
Covid restrictions may result in driving by and letting the kids see Santa and
Sparky from the vehicle.
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"A Different Kind of Therapy at Roane Medical Center”
As a business professional, wife, and mother, Rose Swanger doesn’t fit the typical profile of someone who
would frequent a sports medicine doctor. But, orthopedic surgeon and sports medicine specialist Gregory
Hoover, MD, has proven that sports medicine isn’t just for athletes.
Rose is an active “40-something” who came to Dr. Hoover seven years
ago when he practiced at Fort Sanders Regional Medical Center,
another Covenant Health hospital. He treated Swanger for tennis
elbow.
“I loved playing tennis, but the pain was so bad in my right arm, I
couldn’t lift it, and there was extensive nerve damage. Tasks like
cooking, cleaning, and going to work became very difficult. Imagine
being right-handed, trying to do your make up with your left hand!” –
Rose Swanger
Finding the Answer – Platelet Rich Plasma
Dr. Hoover used platelet rich plasma (PRP) to treat Rose’s arm, and she says the results were fantastic.
Platelet rich plasma is made from concentrated platelets derived from the patient’s own blood to accelerate
the body’s natural healing process. PRP therapy is used as a form of regenerative treatment.
These platelets are obtained by taking a sample of blood from the forearm, which is then placed in a
centrifuge to separate out the platelets. Then, the platelets are carefully collected and injected back into the
damaged tissue, such as damaged ligaments, tendons, and joints. The injected platelets become activated
and stimulate the stem cells to produce new host tissue quickly. The body will then begin the natural healing
process, which is why PRP is so effective in the post-treatment healing process. PRP is injected into the
damaged tissue by a doctor using precise imaging or ultrasound direction.
“It is getting the right dose to the right place through precise imaging. Ortho biologics, such as PRP, enhance
signals to the body to produce a healing response. Steroid injections knock out both the bad and good cells
and increase the chances of infection after one injection, PRP just knocks out the bad cells, and primarily
recruits the healing cells.” – Dr. Hoover
Roane Medical Center, where Dr. Hoover practices medicine and performs surgeries, is proud to have one of
the most advanced PRP customized cellular concentrators, which will give a precise dosage of the
concentrated platelets needed for that particular procedure.
“The mending of the tissue is better with PRP. I have always based my practice on the principle that what God
made is better that anything we can make. Anything that is our body’s natural way of healing is preferable to
anything manufactured.” – Dr. Hoover
Back in Full Swing
Rose has regained full function of her right arm. Presently, a joint issue has caused knee and foot problems,
resulting in multiple imaging procedures, steroid injections and a lot of pain. Because of the success of her
previous treatment, Rose made the hour-long trip to see Dr. Hoover for PRP therapy in her knee and foot. The
20-minute procedure is performed in the physician’s office at East Tennessee Orthopedics and Sports.
continued on page 5...
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continued from page 4...
“I trust Dr. Hoover. I know him very well and if I could, I’d give him 6 stars. He is the
nicest person and he is very knowledgeable. PRP is not synthetic or chemical. It is
your own body healing itself and I trust that.” – Rose Swanger
Three weeks after her PRP procedure, Rose is feeling great.
“My knee is much better and my foot is getting there!”
About Dr. Hoover
Gregory Hoover, MD is board certified in orthopedic surgery and orthopedic sports
medicine. He is accepting new patients, and you can schedule an appointment by
calling (865) 316-3650.

The Murder of E.L. Bennecker {Robert Bailey, Historian}
According to the Rockwood Times, an inexplicable and cold-blooded murder took place in that town on June
30, 1921.
On a quiet summer morning at about 7 a.m., E.L. Bennecker, manager of the Roane Iron Co.'s commissary, was
walking to work. Suddenly, he was confronted by Jim McElroy, who stepped from around the corner of a house
near the commissary with a shot gun pointed at Bennecker 's head. Bennecker evidently ducked, because,
according to the Times, "the entire charge entered the top of the skull and blew away the whole top of the
head." Death was instantaneous.
McElroy returned to the porch of his house nearby and was found shortly thereafter reading his Bible. When
questioned by police, McElroy told them that God had told him to kill Bennecker and nothing could have
prevented it.
McElroy had worked for the Roane Iron Co. until just before the crime. When he quit, Bennecker told him it was
the policy of the company to provide enough work for men with families so that they would have enough
supplies to live on, but if he quit, he could have not more provisions from the commissary.
The Times also stated that the hunger of his crying children evidently preyed on his mind, as well as "Bolshevik
literature and socialistic tendencies which the man always had, caused the terrible enactment of the terrible
tragedy."
McElroy had evidently had a bad reputation in Rockwood for many years and The Times intimated that he was a
thief. Bennecker, on the other hand, was reputed to be a well liked and trusted young man of about 37 years
with five children, the youngest of whom, at his death, was just two months old. Both he and his wife had been
raised in the Wheat community.
Enraged citizens were about to lynch McElroy when he was brought before a justice of the peace for a
preliminary trial. He was bound over for trial in criminal court, which took place at the historic courthouse in
Kingston in September 1921. He was convicted of first-degree murder; and, as with most death sentences, his
case was appealed to the Tennessee Supreme Court. His death sentence was reaffirmed there. He was
electrocuted in August 1922.
continued on page 6...
5

continued from page 5...
Justice was much quicker in 1921, since the murder took place in June, the trial three months later and the
execution in September of the following year. Apparently there was no such thing as "jailhouse lawyers" 78 years
ago, and obviously there were no tests for sanity, since nothing was ever mentioned in the papers about an
insanity plea, even though McElroy insisted that "the Lord had told him to murder Bennecker."
He made no statement before his death and never attempted to deny his guilt.
Why McElroy was referred to as the "Holy Roller" in the Times is unclear. He is called the "Holy Roller fanatic" or
simply "Holy Roller" repeatedly in the Rockwood newspaper.

Highway Department
{Brian Matthews}
We are continuing to make sure that all of our equipment is ready for
when winter weather arrives. We are also working on and adjusting our
snow routes from last winter season to make sure we have the ability to
respond in a safe and timely manner.
As winter weather approaches please remember when there is ice and
snow that you need to take it slow. Also, if you see any winter crews out,
please do not crowd the plow and give them room to work. If there is
anything we can do for you, please do not hesitate to give us a call.

County Government Meetings
DATE

MEETING

LOCATION

TIME

December 3rd
December 7th
December 8th
December 8th
December 10th
December 14th
December 16th
December 16th

ERB
Risk Management
PUB
Fire Board
Emergency Service
County Commission
BZA
Planning Committee

Cancelled
QCR
WWP
OES
OES
HHS
QCR
Cancelled

6:30 pm
5:30 pm
6:15 pm
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
6:30 pm

REMINDER: The Courthouse will be CLOSED to the
public on Tuesday's from 8:30 am- 1:00 pm.
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