Roane County Executive’s- March 2021

Newsletter to the Community
Five Points- Roane County’s Current Focus
2-22-2021 {Ron Woody, Roane County Executive}
We started some 10-11 years ago with a Five-Point Star
Management System. This system was to help staff, Commission,
and the general public to direct our attention and potential
resources to specific initiatives or problems. I have not written about
the current five (5) major points in some time, and I thought it would
be a good opportunity to address the current major focus points.
These five (5) points are in no particular order.
As I have talked about these points in the past, I shared that during
certain times of the year the County Financial Plan/Budget adoption
has and will always be one of these points. That time is now as much
of our time resources come together to prepare, present, and finally
adopt an annual budget. The next six (6) to seven (7) months in
County and City governments across the state shall all be about the
2022 Budget adoption.
A second point of the five (5) is dealing with the Covid-19
pandemic. Even though this is primarily handled by the Federal/
State government in testing and vaccinations, the local government
assists the state in meeting many of the needs and implementation.
Since March of 2020, much of our time has been consumed in
communication around Covid-19, both trying to understand and
then sharing our understanding with the general public. Much
money has been flowing to our local government with and without
restriction. I think this point will be a focus for many, many more
months. A series of articles could be written as we addressed
Covid-19 from adopting policies to purchasing of air purification
equipment and much Personal Protective Equipment.
continued on page 2...
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continued from page 1...
A third point has not been on our star since day one, but was added early in the first year, and that is Recreation.
Most everyone in the county and specifically county leadership, recognizes that Roane County’s biggest
economical driver is or can be the Recreation/Tourism Industry. Within the last 12 months, the county has had
significant planning sessions from Master Plans of Parks to trails systems on land and water. The Tennessee
RiverLine 652 has been a big driver to our water trails. The next several months to a year the focus shall be park
improvements along with Caney Creek Recreation Area and the Riley Creek Campground redevelopment. Stay
tune for more discussion as our Parks and Recreation will start meeting monthly to continue planning and
implementation phases of these two (2) parks/campgrounds.
Point four (4) developed out of one of the original points back in 2010-11 of a Capital Improvement Plan and
Program. Our Capital Plan has come from no planning to now looking out 20 years, and includes now the
Highway Long Term Plans and Schools. Point four (4) is the Implementation and Execution of the scheduled
Capital Projects.
The fifth point ends with another economic driver of Industrial/Economic Development. A very broad subject that
encompasses understanding and working with legislators and leaders of the United States Department of Energy
and the Tennessee Valley Authority, along with supporting companies and businesses of each. The cleanup
activities of the K-25 Gaseous Diffusion Plant is coming to a close, and the Industrial Development Boards (Oak
Ridge, Roane County, and CROET) are planning the areas redevelopment from an airport to a small energy test
reactor, from a radio isotope reactor to a motor speed park to an Emergency Response Training Facility. With
these developments we also explore opportunities of tourism related to the K-25 History Center and Manhattan
Project National Historical Park, along with the Blueway through it all.
Much is going on and opportunities abound. We live in a great place at a great time.

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful
Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful has another Watts Bar cleanup scheduled for Saturday, March 20, 2021.
Last July, they brought one boat in for that clean-up. This time,
they have committed to bringing six boats which would allow
them to accommodate up to 30 volunteers. In addition, a
company has offered to bring in a boat with a Bobcat on it to
help remove any large items that we might be able to identify
(large tires, an abandoned boat, a car, etc.). The potential is there
for this to be a very significant clean-up!
The website for people to register is
www.keeptnriverbeautiful.org/wattsbar. There is also an event page on the Keep the TN River Beautiful Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/keeptnriverbeautiful.
"Words can’t adequately express how important the Tennessee River has been, and continues to be, to our region.
We have a chance to show, once again, the dedication that Roane County has to caring for it, and making sure that
it’s a resource that future generations can benefit from and enjoy as well." -David Bolling {Kingston City Manager}

2

Highway Department {Brian Matthews}
We will continue to be prepared for winter weather, but this time of
year is when we start to look at plans for Spring. We begin to look
at who will be in what crews, and what areas those crews will focus
on.
We also begin to look at equipment needs for the Spring season.
We will take the equipment that we will use more of in the Spring
and make sure that it is in great shape and ready for the season. As
always, if there is anything we can do for you, just let us know.

Roane County EMA CPR Course
This FREE course is available to Roane County:
- Businesses
- Churches
- Community Groups
- Organizations
- Individuals in our Community (in a group setting)
This is NOT a certification course. Two year certs BLS & HEARTSAVER
courses are available.
Course can be conducted at your location if needed.
Six participants are requested to conduct a course.
Listed below are the upcoming courses to be conducted at Roane County EOC located at 220 North Third
Street, Kingston, TN.
March 11th & 25th from 6:30-8:00 pm

April 15th & 29th from 6:30- 8:00 pm

RSVP to RCEMA/OES Brad Goss at 865-455-9295

T VA Notice of Intent to Prepare a PEIS ( Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement)- Clinch
River Nuclear Site Advanced Nuclear Reactor Technology Park.
TVA intends to address the potential environmental affects associated with the construction, operation, and
decommissioning of an advanced nuclear reactor technology park at TVA's 935-acre CN site in Oak Ridge, Roane
County, Tennessee.
TVA will host a virtual open house on March 1, 2021 from 6:00-8:00 pm EST. Visit http://www.tva.com/nepa to
obtain more information about this virtual open house.
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Roane County 4-H Happenings
4-H Social Media Posts including Fun Friday!
Like our UT Extension Roane County Facebook page
Check out 4-H Poster, County Speech, and Photography winners and other
Extension Happenings!

4-H Chick Chain Project
We have 31 4-H Members participating this year. That is a big increase from last year.
Chickens should arrive in March.
Mark your calendars for thew County Show is set for September 11, 2021.

4-H Horse Club
Horse Club Members led by volunteers Kym Teague and Janicia West have been
practicing for the Eastern Region Horse Bowl/Hippology Contest. Members placed
4th in Hippology during the Eastern Region Contest.
As a result, will advance to the State Contest on February 27, 2021.

4-H Camp
We HOPE to attend 4-H Camp IN PERSON during 2021. Dates are June 28-July 2, for
(4th-6th Grade).
If we do not get to attend in person, 4-H Camp take home boxes will be available.

Roane Gala Update: The Roane Alliance Gala has been postponed and rescheduled numerous times. And
eventually, the 2020 event was canceled altogether. Now we are in a new year, with some of the same issues,
but more hope in putting this pandemic behind us. We thought that we could hold our annual fundraiser in the
spring of 2021 to get it back on track. However, given the State’s projected phases for the vaccinations and the
delays so far, we are announcing a new date for Gala. The Roane Alliance Annual Gala will be held on Friday,
June 18, 2021!
In April, we are planning to hold a special virtual auction starting on April 10th and ending on April 18th. On the
night of the Gala we will hold a Premier Live Auction at the event (but no silent auction). Please mark your
calendars for both dates, as we not only try to bring Gala back but also have some fun virtually this spring. We
appreciate your support and patience, and we hope that we will see you in June, as long as we feel confident
that we can celebrate together safely.
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Roane County Industrial Development Board Update: The end of 2020 and beginning of 2021 have
been busy for the Roane County Industrial Development Board (RCIDB). In November, the RCIDB agreed to
sell 7 acres in Roane Regional Business & Technology Park (RRBTP) to Hamilton Equipment. Hamilton
Equipment plans to build a 60,000+ sf fabrication and finish shop, a $5M investment. Construction is
expected to begin in early 2021. While Earl Duff Subaru officially opened its doors in December at their newly
constructed 23,000 sf facility on Gallaher Road in Kingston. The IDBpartnered with Earl Duff Subaru on a
PILOT Incentive tolessen upfront costs and help bring theproject to completion. Additionally, Roane
Specialized Services (made up of Roane Transportation & Roane Metals) purchased 45 acres across the street
from their current location to build a new corporate office, truck fleet parking, storage space for existing
customers and a 50,000 sf warehouse, a $4M investment. Located in RCIP, this trucking and scrap metal
business began in 1996 and has another location in Texas and a customer base across both states.
Furthermore, the RCIDB continues to work towards the completion of Roane County’s future Emergency
Response Training Facility (ERFT), the only one of its kind in the nation. The state-of-the-art facility will be
located on Highway 95 across from the Horizon Center. A ground-breaking is expected for the 1st quarter of
2021 and the completion date is set for Spring 2022. For more details about these projects and other top
news stories from the Roane Alliance visit www.roanealliance.org/news.

Did You Know About . . . George P. Lindsley? {Robert Bailey, Historian}
George Peck Lindsley, a Rockwood real estate agent, served as
Roane County Judge from 1906 to 1918. He was the first full-time
Roane County Judge. John W. Staples had served as the first
county judge for a year in 1905 when the position was created.
The last county judge was S. Wallace Brewer who served from 1974
to 1982. A change in the makeup of the county government took
place in 1978 when the County Judge was replaced by the County
Executive. Wallace Brewer was allowed to finish out his term. The
county judge did not have to be a lawyer. However, everyone in
Roane County, except George P. Lindsley and Thomas F. Ingram, was
a lawyer.
George P. Lindsley is buried in the Woodlawn Cemetery
Palm Beach, Florida. His obituary was as follows:
George P. Lindsley. George P. Lindsley, 77, died early
Thursday morning at his home, 501 Pilgrim Rd., after an
extended illness. Mr. Lindsley, who came here in 1925 from
East Orange, N.J., was a retired judge of Roane County,
Tenn., and was formerly connected with Alfred H. Wagg.
Survivors include his wife, Emma Cornelia, and a daughter,
Mrs. Richard E. Mellette, of this city. Funeral arrangements
will be announced by Mizell-Simon Mortuary.
The first picture is of George P. Lindsley in his office in
Rockwood. The second picture is of a parade in Rockwood on Rockwood Avenue. George P. and his wife are
in the first buggy. A note on the picture says "white horse is 'May' - I learned to ride on her. Peggy."
The pictures and several other documents were donated by Susanne Gonder, of Summerland Key, Florida.
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Roane
County
Needs
You
3 Opportunities to Get Involved in Roane County Government
1. The Roane County Environmental Review Bard (ERB) needs members: This board was created to review
environmental issues such as hazardous waste, nuclear energy and/or anything pertaining to the environment.
This board has the power to make recommendations to the County Executive and Commission.
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 1st Thursday at 6 pm.
2. Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) needs a member from Kingston and an
Alternate from Oliver Springs: The purpose of the BZA is to rule on the
application of existing zoning laws. It is difficult to create zoning regulations that
universally apply to all parcels of land. The BZA allows property owners with
unique conditions on their parcels a means to appeal for an exception.
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
3. Planning Commission needs an Oliver Springs and Harriman member: The
Planning Commission is a committee comprised of representatives from each
Roane County's seven districts. Their purpose is to act as citizen planners, work to
develop plans, and implement policies that affect the county's development.
Meets monthly at the courthouse every 3rd Wednesday at 7:30 pm.

For more information
contact the Roane County Executive's Office:
info@roanecountytn.gov
865-376-5578

County Government Meetings
DATE

MEETING

LOCATION

TIME

March 1st
March 2nd
March 4th
March 8th
March 8th
March 9th
March 9th
March 11th
March 15th
March 16th
March 17th
March 17th

Risk Management
Road Committee
ERB
Budget Committee
County Commission
PUB
Fire Board
Property Committee
Codes
Sports & Recreation
BZA
Planning Committee

QCR
HWY
QCR
QCR
QCR
WWP
QCR
QCR
QCR
Cottage
QCR
QCR

6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
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