Roane County Executive's- December 2021

Newsletter to the Community

Founder's Day

{Amber Cofer, County Executive Office}

IN THIS EDITION

On November 6, 2021 Roane County celebrated its 220th
birthday. Roane County was officially founded on November 6,
1801. In 2007, Roane County began celebrating Roane County’s
birthday with the Founder’s Day Celebration by naming a Class of
Roane Treasures each year.
Every year we take a moment to honor the individuals who have
helped shape Roane County into the county it is today. These
individual have made tremendous contributions not only to our
county, but also our state and nation. These Treasures are
individuals who have helped shape the county’s history through
different endeavors.
This celebration is usually held on the founding day of Roane
County, November 6, but due to COVID-19, we are unable to
hold this year’s Founder’s Day celebration as we always have.
Instead, we will honor these Treasures in individual ceremonies
over the month of December. The individual ceremonies will be
viewable on YouTube under “Roane County Treasures”
2021 Roane Treasures: Kenneth Mynatt (Civil District 1), Claudia
Harvey Patterson (Civil District 2), Jody McLoud (Civil District 3),
and Peggy Evans (Civil District 5)
2021 Golden Treasures: Dr. Harold Underwood (Vietnam and
Korean War Vet)
We congratulate the fifteenth Class of Roane Treasures! Again,
thank you for all you have done for our County and thank you for
your service.
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The Courthouse will be
CLOSED Thursday,
December 23rd & Friday,
December 24th in
observance of Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day!

Farewell and Happy Trails {Melinda Ferrell, Solid Waste and Recycling}
After almost 16 years in public service, Roane County Solid Waste Director,
Ralph Stewart, is retiring December 31, 2021.
Director Stewart implemented many changes within the Solid Waste and
Recycling industry. As one of the first material recovery facilities in the State
of Tennessee, he has helped pave the way of sustainability for other
counties. He ensured his department was committed to establishing itself
as a regional leader in the field of solid waste and recycling.
Roane County’s Hub and Spoke program was created and expanded vastly
with Director Stewart’s encouragement. In collaboration with local
businesses, schools, and surrounding cities and counties, partnerships were
formed with Director Stewart’s desire of community participation. These
community partners helped to make it possible to achieve TDEC’s recycling
goal of a 25% diversion rate.

Director Stewart receiving an award from
Harriman Rotary Club.

With the assistance of TDEC’s Grants Management Administration and Roane
County grants coordinators, Roane County Solid Waste and Recycling has been
the recipient of many state grants used to purchase equipment saving taxpayers
thousands of dollars over the years. The county operates a state-of-the-art
recycling facility, heavily utilizing the trucks scales, sorting line and baling
machine purchased through these grants.
In 2006 when Director Stewart came into his position, the county had fourteen
convenience centers, mostly with open top boxes for garbage disposal. In
meetings with other county solid waste directors, TDEC and CTAS staff, Director
Stewart made the decision to convert all open-top garbage containers to
compactors. This goal was accomplished in January 2020.

Director Stewart Rockwood
Municipal Administrator Becky
Ruppe at a roadside cleanup.

Even outside of the office, he has made such a difference in the county.
Not only does he provide containers to other departments for county
cleanups, but he himself is out with other volunteers cleaning up the roads
during litter side cleanups, setting the example of a leader. Director
Stewart has assisted in many cleanups throughout the years, including
roadside cleanups with Roane County’s Green Team and other county and
state litter events.
Acknowledgment of these transformations was not important to Ralph at
any time during his time as director. So, let’s shower him with words of
affirmation and well wishes for his coming journey.
Thank you, Ralph, for all you have done, and still continue to do, for Roane
County! It is not goodbye, but see you later!
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Director Stewart was presented an award
from the East Tennessee Development
District for improvements to Roane
County's regional recycling center.

A Message from the Director of Accounts and Budgets
{Connie Cook, Director of Accounts & Budget}

What a year this has been for the Accounting Department.
Lyndsay Collins transferred to the County Executive’s office as the Grant
Administrator and Kristen Lewis replaced her as the School Department
Accounts Payable Clerk.
As of January 7, 2022 Martha Tucker will be beginning a new chapter in her
life called “Retirement” and will be replaced by Amanda Lloyd.
Martha began her career at Roane County Gov’t on September 29, 2003.
Martha has always brought style, grace and honorable ethical work habits to
the Accounting Department. Her presence will be greatly missed.
Amanda Lloyd will bring a backup to our payroll department as well as
carrying on the responsibilities that Martha currently holds.
One change that I would like to bring to your attention is how we will be
processing the County Employee check stubs. We are currently working
with Local Government to set up the process to allow all employee check stubs to be available on line instead of
the manual labor to pass out the employee check stubs. I hope that we can have this processed finalized by
January 2022.
Last but not least is to remember as the Holiday festivities begin, remember those that are less fortunate as
yourself. Remember those that have lost loved ones during the year. Remember most of all the reason for the
season!!!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Hazardous Waste Day 2021
The Materials Management Programs in the Division of Solid Waste
Management supervised a mobile household hazardous waste (HHW) event
at the Roane County Recycling Center
on Saturday, October 30, 2021. Roane
County Solid Waste Director, Ralph
Stewart was there on behalf of the
county as well as Melinda Ferrell, Tony
Brashears, Junior Powell, and a
volunteer from the Highway
Department.
75 households participated in the
event.
4,216 pounds of hazardous material was collected.
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Highway Department
{Brian Matthews}

TDOT and The Roane County Highway
Department took part in “No Trash
November,” and on Nov. 8-10 we had a
county wide cleanup along with the
Roane County Sheriff’s Office Litter Crew.
In these pics you will see 7,960 pounds
of tires and 3,640 pounds of garbage
that was cleaned off of 135 miles of
county roads.
We also want to thank Mrs. Jackson’s
class at Ridge View Elementary for doing
their part to keep their campus litter free.
We encourage you to do your part and it
you want to adopt-a-highway please call
us at 865.882.9782

Roane County Parks & Recreation

{Mike Beard, Roane County Parks & Recreation Director}
The Roane County Parks and Rec engineers are at it again...draining the
swamp near the Master Gardener's project.
"We are planning for the upcoming walking path improvements by installing
new drains along the walk way" said the Lead Engineer.
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Roane County Master Gardener 2022 Intern Training
Interested in learning more about gardening, meeting others, and volunteering in our community?
Classes will be held: January 27th to May 5th, 2022
Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
8 Thursday sessions from 6pm - 7pm
3 Saturday sessions from 12pm- 1pm
Registration costs $125 and incudes all educational materials, online platform, and Master Gardener Handbook.
2022 Applications are available at the Extension Office and online at: tiny.utk.edu/MGRInternTraining
For questions or more information contact: Jessica Wilkinson Smith
UT Extension Roane County
3074 Roane State Highway
Harriman, TN 37748
(865) 376-5558
JessicaWSmith@utk.edu

Roane County's 2021 Christmas
Parades

8th Annual Santa Paws
Friday, December 3, 2021
Saturday, December 4, 2021
10 am to 4 pm
@ the Roane County Animal Shelter
296 Manufacturer's Rd
Rockwood, TN 37854
865-354-7387

Mark your calendar! Below are the dates and times each
city will be hosting their annual Christmas parade! It's
the most wonderful time of the year! #christmasinroane
Kingston- Monday, November 29th @ 7pm
Harriman- Thursday, December 2nd @ 7pm
Rockwood- Monday, December 6th @ 7pm
Oliver Springs- Friday, December 17th @ 6pm

All adoption fees will be WAIVED
with approved adoption
agreements.

Bring your pets and children for a picture with Santa
and help the pets at the Roane County Animal
Shelter. Pictures will be $5 each to raise funds to
benefit our shelter pets for spay, neuter, and rabies
vaccinations.
As always, donations are appreciated.
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The following description of this picture is from “Pictures of the Past”, written and edited by Chancellor Frank V.
Williams, III: “Captain Ed Wyatt built this boat along the bank of the Clinch River near the Big Springs landing
in 1893. The photo, circa 1896, was made at the upper landing in Kingston and shows a group of area
passengers about to depart on an excursion. The
crew and passengers have been identified as
follows: Captain Wyatt, leaning from the pilot
house; Chief Engineer Albert Allison standing on
the deck directly below Captain Wyatt; Jess
Allison with hands on hips; Jim Washam in front of
Jess Allison; opposite Jess Allison on the port side
of the boat is Bill Shoecraft; and in front of
Shoecraft is Fred Stanfield, the photographer. The
first boy on the left is unidentified. Others on the
barge from left to right are: Joe Shoecraft; Kate
Hood; Lilly Terry; Bob Allison; Tom Allison; Madie
Allison and Mary Emma Hood seated on the
starboard side of the barge; Charlie B. Wilkey; Bell
Hood; Wage Washam; Uriah Allison; Rose Terry; Dolly Washam; Will Terry; Lizzie Allison; and Sallie Hood.
One source believes that the man leaning from the pilot house was the boat’s pilot, Joe Irons.”

County Government Meetings

DATE

MEETING

LOCATION

TIME

December 2nd
December 6th
December 13th
December 13th
December 14th
December 14th
December 16th

ERB
Risk Management
Budget Committee
County Commission
PUB
Fire Board
Sports & Recreation

CR
QCR
CR
QCR
WWP
OES
Cottage

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:15 pm
6:15 pm
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